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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OMER DEAKINS, a ¢iti-

zen of the United States, residing at Shelby-
ville, in the county of Shelby and State of
Kentucky, have invented new and usefal In-

" provementsin Hand-Operated Corn<Planters,
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of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates tohand-operated corn-
planters; and one of its objects is to provide
a planter of this character of such construe-
tionas will insure the properseparation of the
corn.

A further object of the improved construe-
tion ig to permit the operator to see the corn
as it passes from the hopper. .

Further objects are to provide a compara-
tively noiseless planter, to insure strength
and durability, and generally to simplify and
improve the construction of hand-planters.

The invention consists in the features of
construction hereinafter fully deseribed, and
defined in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal
section of a hand-planter embodying the in-
vention; and Fig. 2 is an elevation of the in-
ner side of one of the pivoted members of
th%plantel', partly broken away at its upper
end,

The reference-numerals 1 and 2 designate
the pivoted blades or members of the device,
each provided near its upperend with a han-
dle 3. To the outer side of the member 1 is
secured a box or hopper 4, which is adapted
to contain the corn, and the bottom of this
box is formed with an opening 5, through
which extends the upper-end of a lever 6,
said lever being fulecrumed at the point 7and
extending through an opening 8in the blade
1 and having its lower end 9 slightly eurved
and bearing against the inner surface of the
blade 2. ‘

To the opposite edges of the blade 1 are se-
cured plates 10 and 11, which span the space
between the lower endsof the two platesand
are connected by a cross-pin 12, which passes
through an opening in the blade 2 and serves
as a fulerum therefor.

13 designates a slide loosely supported
upon the bottom of the box 4 and formed with
an opening 14, which is adapted to register
with a tube 15, which extends through an in-
clined opening formed in the bottom of the

box and the blade 1. The under surface of
the slide 13 is formed with a recess 16, within
which extends the upper end of the lever 6,
said upper end of the lever being preferably
provided with a reinforeing-cap 17. Thele-
ver 6is connected adjacent its upper end by
a spring 18 with the outer surface of the
blade 1.

Above theslide 13, within the box 4, a block
19 is secured to the blade 1, and from said
block depends a brush 20, against which the
upper surface of the slide contacts as the

-slide is reciprocated. ’

From the inner side of the blade 1 is se-
cured a discharge-chute 21, the lower portion
of which is bifurcated to form bramches 22
and 23. The upper end of the discharge-
chute 21 is arranged opposite the lower end
of the tube 15 to receive the corn therefrom,
and the branches 22 and 23 straddle the lever
6. The discharge-chute, comprising the por-
tions 21, 22, and 23, is secured in any suitable
manner, preferably by keepers 24 and 25,
which span the discharge-chute and are se-
cured to the inner surface of the blade 1.

The blade 2 is provided on its inner side;
near the upper end thereof, with a cushion
or buffer 26, suitably secured to the blade and
adapted to contact with the inner surface of
the blade 1. :

Fach of the blades 1 aud £ is provided with
a shovel-blade 27 at its lower end, adapted to
enter the ground.

The operation of the mechanism constrict-
ed as above described will be readily under-
stood. The box 4 is supplied with corn or
seed to be planted, and by the manipulation
of the blades 1 and 2 the lever is turned upon
its pivotal supports 7 to reciprocate the slide
18.  The corn which enters the opening 14 in
the slide passes through the tube 15 to the dis-
charge-chute 21, where it divides and passes
downward through the branches 22 and 23,
thus insuring an effectual separation and dis-
tributing the corn properly in the hill.

The brush 20 prevents clogging and insures
a proper feed of the corn or other seed to the
discharge-chute.

An important characteristic of the inven-
tion isthat the operating mechanism is car-
ried entirely by the blade 1, leaving the blade
2 free and unobstructed, thus permifting the
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operator to see the corn as it passes out of
the branches 22 and 23. 'This construction
also permits the blade 2 to be readily re-
moved to permit of repairs or renewal of the
mechanism,

I claim—

1. In a hand-planter, the combination with
blades pivotally secured together; of a box
or hopper secured to one of said blades; a
slide within the box; a lever extending
through an opening in the blade to which the
box is secured, bearing against the inner side
of the other blade at its lower end, and at-
tached at its upper end to saidslide; aspring
for retracting the lever; and a discharge-
chute bifurcated to insure the separation of
the corn.

2. Inahand-planter, the combination with
two blades pivotally secured together; of a
box secured to the outer side of one of said
blades; a slide within said box; a lever ex-
tending through an opening in the blade be-
low the box and having its upper end pro-
jected through anopening formed: in the bot-
tom of the box and connected with the slide;
aninclined discharge-tube extending through
the bottom of the Lox and through the adja-
cent blade; a discharge-chute formed with

676,938

depending branches; a spring for retracting
said lever; and a buffer interposed between
the two blades.

3. In a hand-planter, the combination with
two blades pivotally secured together; of a
box secured to the outer side of one of said
blades; a slide movably supported within the
box and formed with an opening and on its
under surface with a recess; a lever extend-
ing through an opening formed in the blade
below the box and through the opening
formed in the bottom of the box; the upper
end of said lever projecting into the recess of
the slide, while its lower end is adapted to
bear against the adjacent blade; an inclined
discharge-tube adapted to register with the
opening in the slide; a brush within the box
adapted to come in contact with the slide;
and a discharge-chute, the upper end of which
is arranged adjacent to the lower end of the
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inclined tube, said chute being bifurcated to -

form diverging branches.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
OMER DEAKINS.
Witnesses: . ' '
W. J. DEAKINS,
C. S: BASKETT.
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