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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, MURRAY S. HART, 4 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pella, in
the county of Marion, State of Iowa, have in-
vented a new and useful Beet-Topper, of
which the following is a specification.

The objects of my invention are to provide
a frame with a groove having inwardly-over-
lapping edges in the upper and front part
thereof, with a fork-shaped prong extending
at right angles to the front and midway be-
tween the npper and lower extremities of said
frame, and, further, to provide a cutting de-
vice with a handle at one end and a cutting-
blade at the other to work vertically in said
groove, the knife on the lower extremity of
the cutting device to come in contact with
the tops of the beet or other vegetable when
placed on said prong, and, further, to provide'
a handle on one side and near the top of the
frame to assist theoperatorincarrying the ma-
chire from place to place when it is strapped
to his right leg and the ball of his right foot
placed upon the plate at the lower forward
extremity of the frame.

My invention consists in certain details in
the construction, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the various parts of the device where-
by the objects contemplated are attained, as
hereinafter more fully set forth, pointed out
in my claims, and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows in perspective the entire
beet-topping machine. Fig. 2 shows a side
elevation of the cutting device with parts
broken away to show the manner of connect-
ing the handle and -the cutting-blade to the
bar. Fig. 3 is a side elevation showing the
middle portion of the frame and the means of
securing the fork-shaped prong to the frame.
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the mid-
dle portion of the {rame, showing the manner
of attaching the fork-shaped prong to the
frame and a brace for supporting said prong.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

The frame 10 is composed of wood or metal
and is formed by the side 11, having the pro-
jection 12, a flaring base 13, with the projec-
tions 14 and 15 thereon, the back portion 17,
the side 18, secured together by bolts through
the sides and -back, together forming the

L

groove 19, in which the catting device 23 may
run with a vertical movement. To the front
edges.of the sides 11 and 18 are attached the
metal strips 20 and 21, which overlap in-
wardly the sides, to which they are attached
by screws, thus to retain the cutting device
from moving horizontally when operated.
The back portion and the two strips 20 and
21 are about one-half the length of the side
11 and are so constructed as to allow the
fork-shaped prong to be placed against the
side 11 and secured thereto by bolts, the up-
per edge of the prong placed against the lower
ends of the back portion and the two strips
20 and 21 to hold the prongs more securely
in place and to limit the downward move-
ment of the cutting device.

On the outer side of the tine 26 of the fork-
shaped prong 24 and near the back end there-
of a gainis madeof sufficient width and depth
to receive the lower extremity of the side 18
and allow the side 18 and the prong 24 to be
gained together and held firmly in place by
serews or other means. Thisisshownclearly
in Fig. 3.

The side 18 is of a length sufficient to ex-
tend from the top of the machine to the lower
edge of the prong 24. Underneath the prong
24 is a triangular-shaped brace 27, designed
to help support the prong 24¢. Near the top
and secured to the side 18 is a handle 28 to
assist the operator in carrying the machine.
The fork-shaped prong 24, which is attached
to the middle portion of the side 11 below the
lower end of the back portion and retaining-
strips, has two tines 25 and 26, each of which
is rounded on its under edge near its outer
extremity and each of which is hollowed out
on its upper edge to keep the vegetable more

easily in place when the tops are being cut
by the entting device 23. These tines are of
any length sufficient to extend beyond the
outer end of the cutting-blade 29 when at its
lower limit of movement and are so construet-
ed as to protect the knife from injury when
stored away. Thespace between the tines 25
and 26 issufficient torecsive the cutting-blade
when at its lower limit of movement, which
limit is reached when the lower end of the
bar 23 reaches the upper edge of the prong 24.
The cutting device 23 is eomposed of a bar 30
of such width, length, and thickness as to
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.position desired for operation.

2

permit it to run vertically in the groove 19.

Near the upper end of the bar 30 is secured

at right angles to the bar, midway between
the sides, a straight handle 23%, with a ball-
shaped bulb at its outer end, and at the lower
end, in front of said bar, is secured a curved
cutting-blade 29 of any width, weight, and
thickness desirable, with its back end so bent
as to fit into a gain at the lower end of the
said bar 30 and held securely to said bar by
bolts, the heads of which are countersunkinto
the sides of the bar 30. Near the top, secured
by screws at right angles to the retaining-
strips 20 and 21, is another retaining-strip 33,
preferably made of metal, which is designed
to limit the upward movement of the cutting
device 23 and prevent its pulling out of the
groove 19 when the upper edge of the cutting-
blade 29 touches the lower edge of the retain-
ing-strip 83. The object of securing the re-
taining-strip 33 by screws is to enable the op-
erator to remove the cutting deviee easily
when he desires to sharpen the cutting-blade.

On the outside of the side 11 of the frame
two straps 31 and 84 are secured by bolts or
by passing the straps through holes bored
through the sides 11 in such a manner that
the straps may be bound around the opera-
tor’s right leg and hold the machine in the
At one end
of each strapisa buckle, and at the other end
holes are punched in the straps, so that they
may be buckled after being wound around
the leg.

To the forward projection 14 at the flaring
base 13 of the side 11 is held the plate 16 in
a pivotal manner on the bolt 35. The plate
16 has the back 36, attached pivotally to the
projection 14, and a forwardly - projecting
plate 37, upon which the operator places the
ball of hisright foot, and he is enabled to walk
easily, because of the pivotal attachment of
the plate, and when putting the machine in
position for operation he is able to bear his
weight upon the plate, thus pushing the pro-
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jections 14 and 15 into the soft ground of a
vegetable-field and holdingthe machine firmly
in position for use.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States therefor, is—.

1. A beet-topping machine, comprising in
combination, a frame with a groove in the up-
per front portion thereof, a cutting device ca-
pable of vertical movement in said groove, a
fork-shaped prong extending forwardly from
and atright angles to said frame, strips to re-
tain said ecutting device from horizontal move-
ment, for the purposes stated.

2. An improved beet-topper, comprising in
combination, a frame with a groove in the up-
per front portion thereof, a cutting device ca-
pable of vertical movement in said groove,
with a bar having a handle at the upper end
projecting at right angles tosaid.bar, a curved
cutting-blade attached near the lower end of
said bar, strips to retain the cutting device
in said groove from horizontal movement, a
strip near the topand in front of said frame,
to limit the upward movement of the cutting
device, a fork-shaped preng extending for-
wardly from and at right angles tosaid frame,
to limit the downward movement of said cut-
ting device, for the purposes stated.

3. The combination of a beet-topping ma-
chine, with a frame baving a groove in the
upper forward portion thereof, a cutting de-
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vice, a prong secured to said frame, a brace

to supportsaid prong, aside 11, of said frame,
having a flaring-shaped base with projections
thereon, straps attached to said side 11 be-
low its middle portion, a plate pivotally at-
tached to the forward projection 14 of said
flaring-shaped base, a handle 28 attached to

and near the top of the side 18 of said frame,

for the purposes stated.
MURRAY S. HART.
Witnesses:
F. C. STUART,
W. R. LANE.
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