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1
COMPLIANT BACKREST

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 18/096,770, filed Jan. 13, 2023, which is a continuation
of U.S. application Ser. No. 17/683,876, filed Mar. 1, 2022,
which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 17/035,
150, filed Sep. 28, 2020 and issued as U.S. Pat. No.
11,291,305, which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 16/208,206, filed Dec. 3, 2018 and issued as U.S. Pat.
No. 10,813,463, which application claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application No. 62/594,885, filed Dec. 5, 2017
and entitled “Compliant Backrest,” and the benefit of U.S.
Design Application Nos. 29/628,523; 29/628,526; 29/628,
528; and Ser. No. 29/628,527, each also filed Dec. 5, 2017,
including that the entire disclosure of each of the foregoing
applications is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present application relates generally to a backrest,
and in particular to a compliant backrest, and various office
furniture incorporating the backrest, together with methods
for the use and assembly thereof.

BACKGROUND

Chairs, and in particular office chairs, are typically con-
figured with a backrest having one or more body support
surfaces. The support surfaces may be made of various
materials, including for example and without limitation
foam, elastomeric membranes or plastic shells. Foam mate-
rials may limit air circulation and often do not provide
localized support. Elastomeric membranes, and other similar
materials, typically lie flat when not loaded, must be ten-
sioned and do not provide good shear resistance. Con-
versely, backrests configured with plastic shells, supported
for example by peripheral frames, typically do not provide
a comfortable body-conforming support surface.

SUMMARY

The present invention is defined by the following claims,
and nothing in this section should be considered to be a
limitation on those claims.

In one aspect, one embodiment of a backrest includes a
peripheral frame defining a central opening. The frame has
a pair of laterally spaced upright members connected with
longitudinally spaced upper and lower members. A flexible
shell has opposite sides coupled to the upright members and
upper and lower portions coupled to the upper and lower
members. The shell includes first and second slots extending
longitudinally along opposite sides of the shell inboard of
locations where the shell is connected to the upright mem-
bers, and one or more third slots extending laterally along
the lower portion of the shell above a location where the
shell is connected to the lower member. The terminal ends
of the one or more third slots are spaced apart from lower
terminal ends of the first and second slots, with first and
second bridge portions defined between the terminal ends of
the third slot and the lower terminal ends of the first and
second slots.

In another aspect, one embodiment of a method for
supporting the body of a user in a chair includes leaning
against a backrest and moving a portion of the shell adjacent
the first, second and third slots relative to the frame.

In another aspect, one embodiment of the backrest
includes a shell including a molded component having a
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three-dimensional shape in a non-loaded configuration. The
shell has a forwardly facing convex shape along a vertical
centerline and a forwardly facing concave shape along a
horizontal centerline in the non-loaded configuration. The
shell further includes a plurality of openings arranged in an
area overlying the central opening. The shell has flush front
and rear surfaces in the area overlying the central opening.
The plurality of openings is configured in one embodiment
as a matrix of openings providing independent lateral and
longitudinal expansion of the shell relative to the frame.

In another aspect, one embodiment of a method for
supporting the body of a user in a chair includes leaning
against a backrest, laterally expanding the shell across the
matrix of openings, and longitudinally expanding the shell
across the matrix of openings independent of the laterally
expanding the shell.

In another aspect, the shell has various structures and
devices for providing different levels of compliance, includ-
ing means for providing macro compliance and means for
providing micro compliance.

The various embodiments of the backrest and methods
provide significant advantages over other backrests. For
example and without limitation, the openings and slots
provide compliance in the backrest, allowing it to move and
conform to the user during use, even when bounded by a
peripheral frame. At the same time, the openings provide
excellent air circulation. The slots also serve to guide, and
allow pass through of, an auxiliary body support member,
for example and without limitation a lumbar support, which
may be moved along a forwardly facing body support
surface of the shell, but with a user interface disposed along
the rear of the backrest In addition, the backrest may be
configured with a three-dimensional contour in a non-loaded
configuration, while maintaining the ability to move and
adapt to the user when loaded.

The foregoing paragraphs have been provided by way of
general introduction, and are not intended to limit the scope
of the claims presented below. The various preferred
embodiments, together with further advantages, will be best
understood by reference to the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-C are front perspective views respectively of a
chair having a backrest with an upholstered front surface, a
backrest including an auxiliary body support member with-
out an upholstered front surface and a backrest without a
lumbar or upholstered front surface.

FIG. 2 is a side view of the chair shown in FIGS. 1A-1C.

FIGS. 3A-C are front views respectively of a chair having
a backrest with an upholstered front surface, a backrest
including an auxiliary body support member without an
upholstered front surface and a backrest without a lumbar or
upholstered front surface.

FIGS. 4A-C are rear views respectively of a chair having
a backrest with an upholstered front surface, a backrest
including an auxiliary body support member without an
upholstered front surface and a backrest without a lumbar or
upholstered front surface.

FIGS. 5A and B are top views respectively of a chair
having a backrest with and without an upholstered front
surface.

FIG. 6 is a bottom view of the chair shown in FIGS. 1A-C.

FIGS. 7A and B are rear and front perspective views of a
primary frame.
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FIGS. 8A and B are rear and front perspective views of a
secondary frame.

FIG. 9 is an enlarged partial view of an interface between
a backrest shell, secondary frame and auxiliary body support
member.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a
flexible shell.

FIG. 11 is a rear view of the shell shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is an enlarged perspective view taken along line
12 of FIG. 11 and showing a shell connector.

FIG. 13 is a partial cross-sectional view of the shell,
secondary frame and upholstery.

FIG. 14 is a schematic drawing of one embodiment of a
matrix of openings incorporated into flexible shell.

FIG. 15 is an enlarged partial view of one embodiment of
a matrix of openings incorporated into the flexible shell.

FIG. 16 is a partial rear perspective view of the auxiliary
body support assembly.

FIGS. 17A and B are exploded front and rear perspective
views of one embodiment of a backrest.

FIG. 18 is a front view of an alternative embodiment of
a backrest.

FIG. 19 is a schematic side view of the shell deflecting in
response to a load (F) being applied to a body support
surface thereof.

FIG. 20 is a partial front view of one embodiment of the
shell.

FIG. 21 shows schematic rear and cross-sectional views
of the shell deflecting in response to a load (F) being applied
to a body support surface thereof.

FIG. 22 is a partial, perspective view of an auxiliary body
support member.

FIG. 23 is a perspective view of a user interface handle.

FIG. 24 is a partial perspective view of the user interface
coupled to the auxiliary body support member.

FIG. 25 is a partial rear view of the auxiliary body support
member secured to the frame.

FIG. 26 is a view of an alternative hole pattern incorpo-
rated into the central region of the shell.

FIG. 27 is a perspective view showing a cover being
applied to a shell having an auxiliary body support assembly
coupled thereto.

FIG. 28 is a top upper perspective view of a chair,
displaying its ornamental design features.

FIG. 29 is a top plan view thereof.

FIG. 30 is a bottom plan view thereof.

FIG. 31 is a rear elevation view thereof.

FIG. 32 is a front elevation view thereof.

FIG. 33 is a right side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 34 is a left side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 35 is a rear lower perspective view thereof.

FIG. 36 is a top upper perspective view of a backrest,
displaying its ornamental design features.

FIG. 37 is a top plan view thereof.

FIG. 38 is a bottom plan view thereof.

FIG. 39 is a rear elevation view thereof.

FIG. 40 is a front elevation view thereof.

FIG. 41 is a right side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 42 is a left side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 43 is a rear lower perspective view thereof.

FIG. 44 is a top upper perspective view of a chair,
displaying its ornamental design features.

FIG. 45 is a top plan view thereof.

FIG. 46 is a bottom plan view thereof.

FIG. 47 is a rear elevation view thereof.

FIG. 48 is a front elevation view thereof.

FIG. 49 is a right side elevation view thereof.
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FIG. 50 is a left side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 51 is a rear lower perspective view thereof.

FIG. 52 is a top upper perspective view of another
backrest, displaying its ornamental design features.

FIG. 53 is a top plan view thereof.

FIG. 54 is a bottom plan view thereof.

FIG. 55 is a rear elevation view thereof.

FIG. 56 is a front elevation view thereof.

FIG. 57 is a right side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 58 is a left side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 59 is a rear lower perspective view thereof.

FIG. 60 is a top upper perspective view of yet another
backrest, displaying its ornamental design features.

FIG. 61 is a top plan view thereof.

FIG. 62 is a bottom plan view thereof.

FIG. 63 is a rear elevation view thereof.

FIG. 64 is a front elevation view thereof.

FIG. 65 is a right side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 66 is a left side elevation view thereof.

FIG. 67 is a rear lower perspective view thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

It should be understood that the term “plurality,” as used
herein, means two or more. The term “longitudinal,” as used
herein means of or relating to a length or lengthwise
direction 2, for example a direction running from the bottom
of a backrest 6 to the top thereof, or vice versa, or from the
front of a seat 8 to the rear thereof, or vice versa. The term
“lateral,” as used herein, means situated on, directed toward
or running in a side-to-side direction 4 of a chair 10, backrest
6 or seat 8. In one embodiment of a backrest disclosed
below, a lateral direction corresponds to a horizontal direc-
tion and a longitudinal direction corresponds to a vertical
direction. The term “coupled” means connected to or
engaged with whether directly or indirectly, for example
with an intervening member, and does not require the
engagement to be fixed or permanent, although it may be
fixed or permanent. The terms “first,” “second,” and so on,
as used herein are not meant to be assigned to a particular
component so designated, but rather are simply referring to
such components in the numerical order as addressed, mean-
ing that a component designated as “first” may later be a
“second” such component, depending on the order in which
it is referred. It should also be understood that designation
of “first” and “second” does not necessarily mean that the
two components or values so designated are different, mean-
ing for example a first direction may be the same as a second
direction, with each simply being applicable to different
components. The terms “upper,” “lower,” “rear,” “front,”
“fore,” “aft,” “vertical,” “horizontal,” “right,” “left,” and
variations or derivatives thereof, refer to the orientations of
the exemplary chair 10 as shown in FIGS. 1A-6, with a user
seated therein. The term “transverse” means non-parallel.
Chair:

Referring to FIGS. 1A-6, a chair 10 is shown as including
a backrest 6, a seat 8 and a base structure 12. In one
embodiment, the base structure 12 includes a leg assembly
14, a support column 16 coupled to and extending upwardly
from the leg assembly and a tilt control 18 supported by the
support column. The leg assembly may alternatively be
configured as a fixed structure, for example a four legged
base, a sled base or other configuration. In one embodiment,
the support column may be height adjustable, including for
example and without limitation a telescopic column with a
pneumatic, hydraulic or electro-mechanical actuator. The leg
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assembly 14 includes a plurality of support legs 22 extend-
ing radially outwardly from a hub 24 surrounding the
support column. Ends of each support leg may be outfitted
with a caster, glide or other ground interface member 20.
The tilt control 18 includes a mechanism for supporting the
seat 8 and backrest 6 and allowing for rearward tilting
thereof. A pair of armrests 26 are coupled to the tilt control
structure, base and/or backrest support structure. It should be
understood that the chair may be configured without any
armrests on either side. Various user interface controls are
provided to actuate and/or adjust the height of the seat, the
amount of biasing force applied by the tilt control mecha-
nism and/or other features of the chair. Various features of
the chair, including without limitation the base, seat and tilt
control are disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,604,298 and 6,991,
291, both assigned to Steelcase Inc., the entire disclosures of
which are hereby incorporated herein by reference.
Backrest Frame Assembly:

The backrest 6 includes a frame assembly 30 including a
primary frame 32 and a secondary frame 34. Both of the
primary and secondary frames are configured as peripheral
frames, each having a pair of laterally spaced upright
members 36, 42 connected with longitudinally spaced upper
members 40, 46 and lower members 38, 44. As shown in
FIGS. 4B and 18, the lower member 38 of the primary frame
is configured as a cross-piece connecting the two uprights
36. The uprights 36 extend below the cross-piece member 38
and transition laterally inwardly and longitudinally for-
wardly, where end portions 48 thereof are joined at a vertex
to define a support member 50, which is coupled to the tilt
control 18. It should be understood that, in other embodi-
ments, the frame may be configured as a unitary member,
and may configured as a homogenous ring-like frame. It also
should be understood that the frame may be connected to a
static structure, rather than a tilt control, and may be
provided as a component of a chair, sofa, stool, vehicular
seat (automobile, train, aircraft, etc.), or other body support-
ing structure.

Referring to FIGS. 4A-C, 7A-8B, 17A and B, the sec-
ondary frame 34 is nested in the primary frame 32 with a rear
surface 52 of the upright members 42 and upper member 46
of the secondary frame overlying a front surface 54 of
corresponding upright member 36 and upper member 40 of
the primary frame. The lower member 44 of the secondary
frame has a C-shaped cross section that surrounds the lower
member 38 (cross-piece) of the primary frame, with a rear
wall 56 of the secondary frame overlying and covering a rear
surface 58 of the lower member of the primary frame. The
upright members are secured with a plurality of fasteners 60,
shown as being positioned at three longitudinally spaced
locations 61 along each upright. The fasteners 60 may
include for example mechanical fasteners such as screws,
snap-fit tabs, Christmas tree fasteners, rivets and other know
devices. The lower member 44 of the secondary frame has
forwardly extending upper and lower flanges 62, 64. The
lower flange 64 is secured to the bottom of the lower
member 38 of the primary frame with a plurality of fasteners
66, shown at two laterally spaced locations 63. The fasteners
may include for example mechanical fasteners such as
screws, snap-fit tabs, Christmas tree fasteners, rivets and
other known devices. The upper flange 62 and rear wall 56
have an uninterrupted, smooth surface so as to provide a
pleasing and finished aesthetic. Likewise, the uprights 36
and upper member 40 of the primary frame 32 each define
channels having forwardly extending flanges coupled to rear
walls, all with an uninterrupted, smooth surface so as to
provide a pleasing and finished aesthetic. The upper member
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46 of the secondary frame has a rearwardly extending flange
68 that overlies a forwardly extending flange 70 of the upper
member of the primary frame. The overlying flanges 68, 70
are secured with a plurality of fasteners 72, shown at two
laterally spaced locations 65. The fasteners may include for
example mechanical fasteners such as screws, snap-fit tabs,
Christmas tree fasteners, rivets and other known devices. In
other embodiments, the frames 32, 34 may be bonded, for
example with adhesives, may be secured with a combination
of adhesives and mechanical fasteners, may be over molded,
or co-molded as a single component. The uprights of the
primary frame have a pair of cutouts, or relief spaces 74,
formed immediately above the cross-piece, with the second-
ary frame having opposite boss structures 76, which are
received in the cutouts and help locate and stabilize the
frame members relative to each other.

The secondary frame 34 has three key-hole slots 78
arranged along each of the uprights. In one embodiment, the
key-hole slots are positioned adjacent to, but spaced from,
the locations 61 receiving fasteners securing the frames 32,
34. Each key-hole slot is configured with an enlarged
opening 80, having a generally rectangular shape, and a
finger opening 82 extending downwardly from the enlarged
opening. The finger opening is narrower in width than the
enlarged opening but shares and defines a common side edge
84. The key-hole slot defines a corner flange 86, which
interfaces with a shell connector as explained in more detail
below.

Referring to FIG. 8B, the secondary frame 34 has a
longitudinally extending through slot 88 formed along a
portion of each upright thereof. In one embodiment, the
through slots are positioned in a lower half of each upright.
A cavity 90 is formed on the front side of the through slots,
with a pair of slide surfaces 92 formed on each side of the
slot. In addition, a longitudinally extending slot 94 is dis-
posed through an outboard one of the slide surfaces adjacent
the slots 88. The slot 94 is shorter in length than the slots 88.

In an alternative embodiment, the frame, including one or
both of the primary and secondary frame members, may be
configured with only a pair of laterally spaced uprights, for
example without an upper or lower member, or with only a
lower member, or alternatively with a pair of uprights
connected with a laterally extending cross brace that may
not define a corresponding member that is secured to a shell
as further explained below.

Shell:

Referring to FIGS. 3C, 4C, 10-14, a flexible shell 100 is
shown as including a molded component having and main-
taining a three-dimensional shape in a non-loaded configu-
ration. A “non-loaded” configuration is defined as a con-
figuration where no external loads are being applied to the
shell other than gravity. In one embodiment, the three-
dimensional shape includes the shell having a forwardly
facing convex shape taken along a vertically or longitudi-
nally extending centerline V_, of the shell, and a forwardly
facing concave shape taken along a horizontally or laterally
extending centerline H_,. In one embodiment, the shell is
preferably made of polypropylene. In other embodiments,
the shell may be made of nylon, ABS, PET or combinations
thereof. The shell may have a variable thickness (front to
back), for example including and between 1.50 mm and 6.00
mm, or more preferably including and between 2.5 mm and
4.5 mm, which results in various regions of the shell being
stiffer than others. In one embodiment, the shell has a
thickness of about 4.5 mm along the apex of the lumbar
region, and a thickness of about 2.5 mm along the outer
edges of a central region. The stiffer a region is the less it
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deflects in response to a load being applied thereto, for
example with a pusher pad or block (e.g., 1 square inch in
surface area) applying a load (e.g., 30 to 40 1bf) against a
front surface of the shell.

The shell has a central region 102 configured with a
plurality of openings 150 and a ring-like peripheral edge
portion 104, including opposite side portions 106 and lower
and upper portions 108, 110, surrounding the central region.
While the shell has a three-dimensional curved configuration
defining the central region, the central region has flush front
and rear surfaces 112, 114, meaning the region is generally
curvi-planar, or defined by a plurality of smooth curves, but
is free of any local protuberances and is smooth or uniform
across the length or height thereof. Put another way, the shell
does not have any discrete or local structures that extend
transfer to a tangent taken at any point of the curved surface.
The surfaces are also free of any repetitive oscillations or
undulations, with a single concave and/or convex curve
contained within the width and height of the central region,
configured for example as a 2 cycle sinusoidal wave. It
should be understood that the surface may have a compound
convex and concave shape, but will not contain more than
one of either shape in a preferred embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 10, 11 and 15, the shell, and in
particular the central region, is configured with a network of
webs or strips 157, 159 that define the openings there
between. For example, as shown in FIG. 15, the network
includes a plurality of longitudinally extending strips 157
that intersect a plurality of laterally extending strips 159 and
define the openings 150 there between. In one embodiment,
the strips 157, 159 are each configured as sinusoidal or
undulating waves formed within the curviplanar/curved sur-
face of the shell, which is the cross-section of the shell
defined by and including all midpoints of the thickness of the
shell. In one embodiment, the strips 157, 159 are arranged
such that adjacent longitudinal strips 157 and adjacent
lateral strips 159 are offset 2 wave length, such that the
adjacent longitudinal strips, and adjacent lateral strips, undu-
late toward and away from each other to define the openings
150 as further described below.

In this way, the strips 157 are non-linear between the
lower and upper portions 108, 110, and the strips 159 are
non-linear between the opposite side portions 106. Under a
load, the non-linear strips tend to straighten, allowing for the
shell to expand when the load (e.g. normal) is applied to the
front surface thereof. In contrast to linear strips, which need
to stretch to provide such expansion, the non-linear strips
achieve this expansion through a geometric arrangement. It
should be understood that the phase “non-linear” refers to
the overall configuration of the strips between the upper and
lower portions, or between the side portions. As such, a strip
may be non-linear even though it is made up of a one or
more linear segments, as shown for example in FIG. 14.

Front surfaces 161, 163 and rear surfaces 165, 167 of the
strips define the front and rear surfaces 112, 114 of the shell.
In various embodiments, as noted above, the strips have a
thickness including and between 1.50 mm and 6.00 mm, or
more preferably including and between 2.5 mm and 4.5 mm
defined between the front and rear surfaces 112, 114. The
strips have a width W (see FIG. 15) including and between
1.00 mm and 4.00 mm, and in one embodiment a width of
2.5 mm. In one embodiment, the webs or strips each have the
same width W. In other embodiments, the webs or strips
have different widths. In either case, the webs or strips may
have a uniform thickness, or may have variable thicknesses.

The shell 100 is shear resistant, meaning it does not
deform locally in response to the application of shear forces
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applied over a distance, as would a fabric or elastomeric
membrane. In one embodiment, the Young’s Modulus of the
shell material is E=100,000 PSI.

As shown in FIGS. 9-12, a plurality of connectors 116,
shown as three, are formed on the rear surface of the side
portions 106. The connectors are configured with a side wall
118, a longitudinally extending flange 120 having an out-
wardly turned lip 122 and an end wall or stop member 124
connecting the side wall and flange so as to define a
three-sided cavity 126. The connectors interface with the
key-hole slots on the secondary frame to secure the shell to
the secondary frame. Specifically, the connectors are
inserted through the enlarged opening 80, with the second-
ary frame and shell then being moved longitudinally relative
to each other such that the lip 122 first engages and rides
over the corner flange 86 until the flanges 120, 86 are
overlying and the side wall 118 is disposed in the finger
opening 82 and engages an edge of the corner flange 86. The
interface between the connector 116 and corner flange 86
connects the shell and secondary frame in a non-rotationally
fixed relationship, meaning the peripheral edges of the shell
and secondary frame are prevented from being rotated
relative to each other, for example about a longitudinally
extending axis. It should be understood that in one embodi-
ment, the shell may only be attached to the uprights of the
frame, meaning the upper and lower portions of the shell
remain free of any connection to the frame.

In one embodiment, the shell 100 also includes a flange
128 extending rearwardly from the lower portion 108 and a
pair of bosses 130 arranged on the upper portion 110. The
flange 128 of the lower portion overlies and is secured to the
flange 64 of the lower member secondary frame and the
lower member 38 of the primary frame with the fasteners 66
at locations 63. The flange includes a pair of tabs 47 (see
FIGS. 10 and 27) that overlie the flange 64. Likewise, the
pair of bosses 130 extend through openings 132 in the upper
member 46 of the secondary frame and are engaged by the
same plurality of fasteners 72 securing the flanges 68, 70 of
the primary and secondary frames as described above. In this
way, the upper and lower portions 110, 108 of the shell are
non-rotationally fixed to the upper and lower members 46,
40, 44, 38 of the secondary and primary frames. It should be
understood that in an alternative embodiment, the shell may
only be attached to the uprights of the frame, meaning the
upper and lower portions of the shell remain free of any
connection to the frame. The shell also includes a rib 115
that extends rearwardly around the periphery of the rear
surface as shown in FIGS. 10, 13 and 20. The rib 115 helps
mask the gap between an edge of the shell and the frame
uprights 36, for example in an embodiment where a cover is
not disposed around the shell (see, e.g., FIG. 13 but without
the cover 204).

As shown in FIGS. 3C, 11 and 18, the shell has first and
second slots 134 extending longitudinally along opposite
sides of the sides 106 of the peripheral edge portions inboard
of the locations where the shell is connected to the upright
members of the secondary frame, i.e., laterally inboard of
the connectors 116. The first and second slots 134 have a
length (L) greater than '3 of the overall length (e.g., height
(H)) of the shell, with at least /4 of the length of each of the
first and second slots being disposed beneath a laterally
extending centerline (H_,) of the shell. The slots have a width
of about 3-20 mm, and preferably 4 mm. In one embodi-
ment, one or more of the slots may be configured as a thin
slit, which may appear closed. In one embodiment, lower
terminal end portions 136 of the first and second slots extend
laterally outwardly from the first and second slots 134, and
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have a curved shape, shown as an upwardly facing concave
shape. In other embodiments, shown in FIG. 18, the slots are
substantially liner and do not include any laterally extending
portion. The slots may have a variable width, as shown for
example in FIG. 18, with a wider portion, shown at an
intermediate location, accommodating the pass through of a
portion of an auxiliary body support member. Upper and
lower portions of the slot have a narrower width.

The shell has one or more third slots 138, 138', 138"
extending laterally along the lower portion of the shell above
a location where the shell is connected to the lower member
of the secondary and/or primary frames, or above the
rearwardly extending flange 128. In an alternative embodi-
ment, the third slot may be located, and extend laterally
along, the upper portion of the shell below the location
where the shell is connected to the upper member of the
secondary and/or primary frames. In yet another embodi-
ment, the shell may include third and fourth slots in the
lower and upper portions respectively. Or, in the embodi-
ment where the shell is attached only to the uprights, the
third (and fourth) slots may be omitted.

In one embodiment, shown in FIG. 11, the third slot 138
extends continuously across the width of the lower portion
of the shell between the slots 134. Alternatively, as shown in
FIG. 20, the third slot includes two outer slots 138' and an
intermediate slot 138", separated by bridge portions 137.
The bridge portions increase the stiffness of the lower
portion. As such, it should be understood that the third slot
may be formed from a plurality of discrete slots positioned
end-to-end, with landing or bridge portions separating the
slots. The lateral outermost discrete slots, making up the
third slot, have terminal ends 144.

In the embodiment of FIG. 11, the third slot has an
intermediate portion 140 extending across a width of the
shell beneath the central region 102 and between opposite
side portions 106 of the peripheral edge portion. In one
embodiment, the third slot, whether a continuous slot or
formed with a plurality of discrete slots, has the same
curvature as the bottom edge 142 of the shell, with the third
slot having an upwardly oriented concave curvature. The
third slot may have other configurations, and may be linear
for example. The third slot, whether a continuous slot or a
plurality of end-to-end discrete slots, has opposite terminal
ends 144 that are spaced apart from, and in one embodiment
positioned below, the lower terminal ends 136 of the first
and second slots, with the shell having first and second
bridge portions 146 defined between the terminal ends of the
third slot and the terminal ends of the first and second slots.
As shown in FIG. 18, the terminal ends of the third slot 138
are positioned below, but slightly laterally inboard of the
first and second slots 134 to define the bridge portions 146.
The first and second bridge portions 146 extend between the
central region 102 and the portions of the outer peripheral
edge portions that are anchored to the frame. The first and
second bridge portions 146 function as hinges, permitting
the central region 102 to rotate relative to the portion of the
peripheral edge portion anchored to the frame.

Referring to FIGS. 9, 10, 11, 14 and 15, the plurality of
openings 150 in the central region 102 are arranged between
the first and second slots 134 and above the third slot 138.
The plurality of openings are arranged in a matrix of
openings in one embodiment that permits or provides lateral
and longitudinal expansion of the backrest. In one embodi-
ment, and best shown in FIG. 15, the plurality of openings
includes a plurality of first openings 152 having a first shape
160 and a plurality of second openings 154 having a second
shape 162 different than the first shape, with the openings
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152, 154 and shapes 160, 162 defined by the offset strips
157, 159. It should be understood that two openings having
the same configuration, but which are rotated relative to each
other, or are arranged in different orientations, are consid-
ered to have “different” shapes. Conversely, openings of
proportionally different sizes, but with the same configura-
tion and orientation are considered to be the “same” shape.

The first and second openings 152, 154 are arranged in an
alternating pattern in both a lateral direction (rows 156) and
a longitudinal direction (Columns 158). In one embodiment,
the first shape 160 is a laterally oriented dog-bone shape and
the second shape is a longitudinally oriented dog-bone
shape, both defined with enlarged end portions and a con-
stricted mid portion, with the end portions having concave
boundaries, or end surfaces, facing one another. In this way,
the first openings 152, and interaction between the webs or
strips 157, 159, allow for longitudinal expansion of the
central region in response to a load (F) being applied, for
example by a user (U), while the second openings 154, and
interaction between the webs or strips 157, 159, allow for
lateral expansion of the central region, as shown in FIGS. 19
and 21, for example moving inwardly. In particular, the
strips 157, 159 may straighten slightly to allow for the
expansion. The dog-bone configuration of the first and
second shapes may be identical, but with different orienta-
tions. In one embodiment, the size of the first and second
shapes may vary across the width and height, or lateral and
longitudinal directions, of the central region. It should be
understood that while the overall three-dimensional shape of
the shell, and in particular the central region, changes in
response to the load applied by the user, the longitudinal and
lateral expansion of the central region occurs within the
curvi-planar surface defined by the central region.

Referring to FIG. 14, an alternative embodiment of a
matrix of openings includes a plurality of nested star shaped
openings 170 defined by webs or strips of material. In one
embodiment, the opening is a hexagram star shape, with the
bottom vertex 172 of each opening being inverted so as to
nest with (or define) the top vertex 174 of an underlying
opening. The matrix of openings also provides for indepen-
dent lateral and longitudinal expansion. The longitudinal
strips defining the openings 170, including non-linear side
portions 175 formed from a pair of linear segments having
a concave configuration, may be continuous. Non-linear
lateral strips 177, defining the top and bottom of the open-
ings 170, also are formed from linear segments (shown as
four) defining the top and bottom vertices 174, 172 and
horizontal legs. The lateral strips arranged between the
longitudinal strips are vertically offset and may be defined as
not continuous, or may share a leg of the longitudinal strips
and be defined as continuous. The longitudinal and lateral
strips, while non-linear, are made up of linear segments.

Referring to FIG. 18, in yet another embodiment, the
matrix is configured with alternating columns 176, 178 of
openings having first and second shapes 180, 182 defined by
non-linear webs or strips of material, with the first shape 180
being a hybrid hour-glass or dog bone shape having upper
and lower upwardly opening concave boundaries, and the
second shape 182 being a hybrid hour-glass or dog bone
shape with an upper and lower downwardly opening con-
cave boundaries. Expressed another way, the openings have
the same configuration, but are rotated 180° relative to each
other. The longitudinal strips may be continuous, while
lateral strips arranged between the longitudinal strips are
vertically offset and not continuous, or defined another way,
share portions of the longitudinal strips and are continuous.
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In yet another embodiment, shown in FIG. 26, a plurality
of openings 184 have the same shape, shown as an hour-
glass shape, as opposed to alternating first and second
shapes. Various structures configured with such a pattern of
openings is further disclosed in U.S. Publication No. 2015/
0320220 to Eberlein, assigned to Steelcase Inc., the entire
disclosure of which, including the various patterns of open-
ings, is hereby incorporated herein by reference. Again, the
longitudinal strips may be continuous, while lateral strips
arranged between the longitudinal strips are offset and not
continuous, or are continuous while including portions of
the longitudinal strips.

Referring to FIGS. 19 and 21, the shell 100 is configured
with spaced apart first and second slots 134 defining a
structure that provides macro-compliance in a lateral direc-
tion 4, while the shell configured with a third slot 138
(and/or fourth slot) defines a structure for providing macro-
compliance in a longitudinal direction 2. Moreover, the shell
is configured with a matrix M of first and second openings
having different shapes providing for micro-compliance in
the longitudinal and lateral directions respectively. The
terms macro and micro convey relative amounts of compli-
ance, with the structures providing macro compliance allow-
ing for a greater amount of expansion than the structures
providing micro compliance. For example and without limi-
tation, the third slot 138 provides or allows for some amount
of longitudinal expansion EL1>'2D, while the matrix of
openings provides or allows for some amount of longitudi-
nal expansion EL2<'2D. Likewise, the first and second slots
in combination provide or allow for some amount of lateral
expansion E,,=AW(1/n) where n<2, and the matrix of
openings M provides or allows for some amount of lateral
expansion E, ;. ,=AW(1-1/n).

Auxiliary Support Member:

Referring to FIGS. 1B, 3B, 4B, 9, 16, 17A and B, an
auxiliary support assembly 200 is shown as being moveable
along the front, body facing surface 112 of the shell. The
assembly includes a laterally extending support member,
which may contact the front surface directly, or may have a
substrate dispose there between. The auxiliary support mem-
ber, which may be located in the lumbar region of the
backrest and serve as a lumbar member, includes a laterally
extending belt 202, which may be padded.

A cover or upholstery member 204, such as a fabric cover,
extends over and covers the auxiliary support member and
front body facing surface of the shell. The cover 204 is
secured to the shell 100 over the body support member as
shown in FIGS. 13 and 27. In one embodiment, shown in
FIG. 27, a plurality of plastic strips 206 are sewn to the edges
of the cover (e.g., fabric), for example along the opposite
sides and upper and lower portions thereof. The cover is
wrapped around the edges of the shell, and the strips 206 are
connected to the side portions 106 and upper and lower
portions 110, 108 of the shell, for example with fasteners
215 such as staples, or with adhesive, or combinations
thereof. In one embodiment, shown in FIG. 27, a lower strip
209 is configured as a J-strip, or has a J-shaped cross section,
which engages a lower edge of the shell flange. The strip has
a pair of slits 211 that may be disposed over the tabs 47 to
hold the strip 209 in place and help locate the cover 204
relative to the shell. In addition, the strips 206 are disposed
on the inside of a ridge, e.g., rib 115, which also helps locate
the cover 204 relative to the shell, prior to securing the strips
to the shell with fasteners.

In one embodiment, the auxiliary support member
includes a carrier frame 210, shown in FIGS. 17A and B as
a C-shaped frame. A pad 212, which may be contoured, is

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

coupled to a front, body facing surface of the frame, for
example with mechanical fasteners, adhesives, or combina-
tions thereof. In another embodiment, shown in FIG. 22, the
belt 202 may include a rearwardly extending tab 214, or
insert portion, which in turn has a flange 225 extending
laterally from an end of the tab. The flange has ear portions
208 extending from a top and bottom thereof, and a slot
formed in middle region. The tabs 214 on opposite sides of
the belt are inserted through the slots 134 in the shell.

A handle 220 has a grippable portion, or rearwardly
extending block 222 that is disposed and slides along a
lateral inboard surface of the secondary frame uprights 42.
The block is visible to the user, and includes a front surface
228 that slides along the rear surface 114 of the shell. The
handle includes a second rearwardly extending portion 224,
or leg/flange, laterally spaced from the block and defining a
channel 230 there between. Adjacent flanges of the primary
and secondary frame upright portions are disposed in the
channel 230, with the flange 224 extending through the slot
88 from front to back. A spring 232, shown as a leaf spring,
has end portions 234 coupled to opposite edges of the flange,
with a central portion 236 engaging an inner surface of the
primary frame upright portion, which is configured with
detents 235. The flange 224 has a convex shape, with a pair
of runners 240 that slide along a surface of the secondary
frame. The handle further includes a laterally extending
flange 242 with an opening 244, or slot, formed therein. The
tab 214 of the belt extends through the opening 244, with the
flange 225 engaging the flange 242. In this way, the belt is
coupled to the laterally spaced handles. The handle includes
one or more detents, or protuberances, which engage inden-
tations in the frame, or vice versa, to help locate the handle
and belt at predetermined vertical locations. In one embodi-
ment, the spring 232, or central portion 236, interfaces with
bumps 235 on the frame.

If the auxiliary body support member is not being used, a
cover member 250, shown in FIG. 16, is disposed in and
over the cavity 90 of the secondary frame so as to lie flush
with the front surface of the secondary frame. The cover
includes a tab 252 that is inserted through the slot 94 in the
secondary frame and engages the frame. The cover extends
over the cavity and provides an aesthetic appearance when
the lumbar is not installed on the backrest.

Operation:

The backrest may be configured with or without an
auxiliary body support member. If configured without a
body support member, the cover member 250 is disposed
over the cavity. If configured with a body support member
and assembly, the user may grasp the pair of grippable
portions 222 of the handle and move the body support
member, or belt 202, longitudinally, or vertically up and/or
down along the front, body-facing support surface of the
shell, to a desired position. Stops (e.g., upper and lower
portions of the slot in the secondary frame) provide upper
and lower limits for the adjustment of the body support
member, while longitudinally spaced indentations/detents
interface with the detents/spring and identify predetermined
longitudinal positions for the auxiliary body support mem-
ber.

The user may sit in the chair and lean against the backrest
6. If configured with a tilt control 18, the user may tilt the
backrest rearwardly as they apply a force to the backrest.
The backrest may be incorporated into static furniture,
including fixed back chairs, sofas, and the like, as well as
various vehicular seating applications. As the user applies a
force to the backrest, the shell 100 may deform from its
unloaded three-dimensional configuration to a loaded con-
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figuration. In one embodiment, the deformation of the shell
includes moving a portion of the shell adjacent and inboard
of the first and second slots 134. The deformation may also
include moving a portion of the shell adjacent and above the
third slot 138. For example, as shown in FIG. 19, the force
F applied by the user U may cause the shell to flatten, with
a change D in overall height of the center region. The value
of D may be attributed to the macro compliance associated
with the third slot, or the micro compliance associated with
the matrix of openings. With respect to the latter, the first
openings 152, due to their shape 160, or orientation, and the
non-linear configuration of the strips, may be enlarged in the
longitudinal direction 2, thereby expanding the shell across
the matrix of openings in the longitudinal direction.

At the same time, as shown in FIG. 21, the backrest may
experience a greater concave curvature in response to the
load F applied by the user across the width of the central
region of the backrest. Again, the change in width AW may
be attributed to the macro compliance associated with the
first and second slots 134, or the micro compliance associ-
ated with the matrix of openings. With respect to the latter,
the second openings 154, due to their shape 162, or orien-
tation, and the non-linear configuration of the strips, may be
enlarged in the lateral direction 4, thereby expanding the
shell across the matrix of openings in the lateral direction.

It should be understood that, due to the configuration of
the matrix of openings in some of the embodiments (FIG.
15), the micro compliance in the longitudinal and lateral
directions are independent, meaning that an expansion in
one of the longitudinal and lateral directions 4, 2 does not
necessarily correspond to, or create a proportional expansion
(or contraction) in the other of the longitudinal or lateral
directions. Rather, the matrix of openings allows the lateral
and longitudinal expansion and/or contraction to operate
independently in response to the load applied by the user. At
the same time, the shell provides excellent shear resistance.
The central region may be tuned to provide more or less
stiffness in different regions thereof, for example by varying
the size of the openings or thickness of the shell.

During this operation, the shell may be firmly and fixedly
attached to the frame along the sides, top and bottom, for
example in a non-rotational relationship, even while the
center region above the third slot and inboard of the first and
second slots is able to move and rotate.

FIGS. 28-35 show different views of a chair 10 including
a backrest 6 that has an upholstered front face as well as an
auxiliary support assembly 200 with handles 220, where
these views highlight aesthetic design features of the chair
with this backrest configuration. FIGS. 36-43 show different
views of a backrest 6 that includes an upholstered front face
and the auxiliary support assembly 200 with handles 220,
where these views highlight aesthetic design features of the
chair with this backrest configuration. FIGS. 44-51 show
different views of a chair 10 including a backrest 6 that has
an exposed web, where these views highlight aesthetic
design features of the chair with this backrest configuration.
FIGS. 43-59 and 60-67, respectively, show views of two
different configurations of a backrest 6 that includes an
exposed web, where these views highlight aesthetic design
features of the chair with this backrest configuration. It
should be appreciated that the backrest embodiments includ-
ing each of the different embodiments’ respective frame
assembly 30, auxiliary support assembly 200, and handles
220, as well as other components of the illustrated chair 10
embodiments may be configured with a number of orna-
mental appearances that differ from those shown herein
while still providing the functions claimed herein.
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Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, those skilled in the art
will recognize that changes may be made in form and detail
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
As such, it is intended that the foregoing detailed description
be regarded as illustrative rather than limiting and that it is
the appended claims, including all equivalents thereof,
which are intended to define the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A backrest comprising:

a frame comprising a pair of laterally-spaced side mem-
bers, an upper member extending laterally between and
connecting the side members, and a cross member
longitudinally spaced below the upper member,
wherein the cross member extends laterally between
and connects the side members, wherein the side mem-
bers, upper member and cross member define a first
central opening, and wherein the side members each
have a lower portion extending below the cross mem-
ber, wherein the lower portions are connected to a
forwardly extending support member, wherein the
lower portions and cross member partially define a
second central opening positioned below the first cen-
tral opening; and

a flexible shell comprising opposite sides coupled to the
upright members and upper and lower portions coupled
to the upper member and the cross member respec-
tively, wherein the shell covers the first central opening,
and wherein at least a portion of the second central
opening is not covered by the shell.

2. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the lower portions of
the side members extend laterally inwardly and forwardly
and comprise end portions joined to define the support
member.

3. The backrest of claim 2 wherein the end portions are
joined at a central vertex to define the support member.

4. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the second central
opening has a concave bottom perimeter.

5. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the cross member is
curved and comprises a concave forward surface and a
convex rear surface.

6. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the frame comprises a
primary frame member, and further comprising a secondary
frame member comprising a pair of laterally spaced second
side members overlapping the side members of the primary
frame member, a second upper member overlapping the
upper member of the primary frame member, and a second
cross member overlapping the cross member of the primary
frame member.

7. The backrest of claim 6 wherein the second cross
member covers a rear surface of the cross member of the
primary frame member.

8. The backrest of claim 6 wherein the secondary frame
member does not extend below the second cross member,
wherein the lower portions and support member are defined
only by the primary frame member.

9. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the shell further
comprises a plurality of openings arranged between the
opposite sides, the upper portion and the lower portion.

10. The backrest of claim 9 wherein the plurality of
openings comprises a matrix of openings adapted to allow
lateral expansion of the shell.

11. The backrest of claim 10 wherein the matrix of
openings is adapted to provide longitudinal expansion of the
shell.

12. The backrest of claim 9 wherein the shell comprises
a ring-like peripheral edge portion surrounding the plurality
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of openings, wherein the edge portion defines the opposite
sides, the upper portion and the lower portion.

13. The backrest of claim 1 further comprising an auxil-
iary body support disposed against and is moveable along a
forwardly facing body support surface of the shell.

14. The backrest of claim 13 further comprising a cover
disposed over the body support surface of the shell, wherein
the auxiliary body support member is disposed between the
cover and the shell.

15. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the opposite sides of
the shell are non-rotationally fixed to the upright members.

16. The backrest of claim 15 wherein the upper and lower
portions of the shell are non-rotationally fixed to the upper
and lower members.

17. The backrest of claim 1 wherein the second central
opening has a concave bottom perimeter.

18. The backrest of claim 17 wherein the end portions are
joined at a central vertex to define the support member.

19. A backrest comprising:

a primary frame member comprising a pair of laterally
spaced first side members, a first upper member extend-
ing laterally between and connecting the first side
members, and a first cross member longitudinally
spaced below the first upper member, wherein the first
cross member extends laterally between and connects
the first side members, wherein the first side members,
first upper member and first cross member define a first
central opening, and wherein the first side members
each have a lower portion extending below the first
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cross member, wherein the lower portions are con-
nected to a forwardly extending support member,
wherein the lower portions and first cross member
partially define a second central opening positioned
below the first central opening;
a secondary frame member coupled to the primary frame
member, wherein the second frame member comprises
a pair of laterally-spaced second side members over-
lapping the first side members of the primary frame
member, a second upper member overlapping the first
upper member of the primary frame member, and a
second cross member overlapping the first cross mem-
ber of the primary frame member, wherein the second
side members, second upper member and second cross
member define a third central opening aligned with the
first central opening, and wherein the second cross
member is the lowermost portion of the secondary
frame member; and
a flexible shell comprising opposite sides coupled to the
second upright members and upper and lower portions
coupled to the second upper member and the second
cross member respectively, wherein the shell covers the
first central opening, and wherein at least a portion of
the second central opening is not covered by the shell.
20. The backrest of claim 19 wherein the lower portions
of the side members extend laterally inwardly and forwardly
and comprise end portions joined to define the support
member.
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