G. FROST & G. H. PHELPS.
Combined Under Waist and Skirt,Supporter.
"No. 161,851, o ~ Patented Agril 6, 1875,

E % Wetresses:

THE GRAPHIC CO.PHOTO -LITH.30 & 41 PARK PLAGE,N.Y.




UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE FROST AND GEORGE HENRY PHELPS, OF BOSTON, MASS.

IMPROVEMENT IN COMBINED UNDER WAIST AND SKIRT SUPPORTERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. L61,85 1, dated April 6, 1875; application filed
March 30, 1875.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GEORGE FROST and
GEORGE HENRY PHELPS, both of Boston, in
the county of Suffolk and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented an Improved Article for
Ladies’ Wear, of which the followingisa speci-
fication:

The object of our invention is to provide an
improved article for ladies’ wear, known as
combined under waist and skirt supporters,
which shall answer all the purposes of the
ordinary corset, constracted with sleels and
bones—that is fo say, of giving to the wearer
a symmetrical form and stay for the body, and
at thesame time of entirely doing away with the
uncomfortable rigidity and unhealthy restraint
of the ordinary corset; and which also supports
the skirts of the wearer at a fixed point or
points, bringing the weight and strain thereof
directly upon the shoulders, thereby relieving
.the wearer from the downward pressure upoi
the abdomen, as well as the pressure around
the abdomen, caused by the tight belting of
the ordinary skirt-bands, thus involving a
Lealth-saving principle, which, in connection
with the fact of the construction of the under
waist, almost entirely without the use of steels
or bones, makes the article conducive to com-
fort, beauty, and health. The invention con-
sists in the pecnliar construction of the under
waist and also in combining with said waist
means for supporting the skirts, and of readily
adjusting them ap any desired point or points,
all as hereinatter speciically set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
letters indicate the same parts in all the views,
Figure 1 represents a front elevation of our
combined under waist and skirt supporter.
IFig. 2 represents a rear elevation of the same.
TFigs. 3 and 4 show, respectively, detached
views of the seamless yoke, and one of the
bosom-pieces. TFig. 5 illustrates the adjusta-
ble attachment we prefer to use for securing
the skirt-supporter to the waist.

Referring to the drawings, A A designate
the backs with extension-pieces forming the
seamless yoke of two parts, by means of which
the support from the shoulders is obtained.
These parts extend from the front of the waist,
at B, to the arms at the points marked C;

thence over the shoulders, forming the arm-
sizes, to the seams o o under the arms; thence
to the back-opening P, to the bottom of the
waist, constituting the back thereof. The
back-opening is fastened by the lacings m, for
convenience in adjusting the waist to the form
of the wearer. KExtending along each row of
eyelet-holes, on both sides thereof, are snita-
ble bomes, indicated by the dotted lines i1,
which are inserted for the purpose of distrib-
uting the strain of the lacing equally upon
the waist. The front of the underwaist con-
sists of the bosom-form of two parts, D D,
one for each side, and the body or lower front
of the same of four parts, E B and B/ E.
Bach side of the bosom-form is cut as shown
in Fig. 4, and gathered and tucked in such a
manner as to give rotund fulluess of form,
and these parts are attached to the yoke, as
seen in Fig. 1, at D D, fornting that part of
the waist between the yoke aund the body or
lower front B L. The back of the bosom-
form (not shown in the drawing) is composed
of two pieces of cloth, gathered and tucked
and fastened together at the center by a but-
ton, for convenience of filling with hair or
otlier suitable material for stuffing. The two
parts of the lower front E E’of the waist are
made with the peculiar gore-shape cuts g and
¢’y the latter corresponding with the curvature
O K, in the back of the yoke, Fig. 3. To keep
the seam ¢. Fig.1, from gathering and fulling,
and to keep it smooth and in place, two small
bones are inserted, one on each side thereof,
as indicated by the dotted lines iu said view.
These bones and those in the back of the waist,
at [ 1, Fig. 2, are the only ones that we em-
ploy in the construction of our waist. The
front of the waist may be fastened with but-
tons @ a, as shown in Fig. L. The support of
the skirts at a fixed point or points we obtain
by means of the straps F T, the number of
which is to be at the option of the wearer,
which are permanently secured to the waist at
the points indicated in Fig. 1, and to which
are. buckled an adjustable attachment, con-
sisting of a hooked buckle, G, and a ring, I,
shown in an eunlarged view in Fig. 5. The
ring is seen as being caught on the hock of
the buckle, and fastened permanently to the
skirt-band I. By this arrangement the sup-




2 161,851

“port or adjustment of the skirts. at any de-
sired point or points is readily and easily ac-
complished ; and, as is perfectly obvious, the
weight of the skirts is upon the shoulders
and vot upon the hips, and consequently the
pressure about and around the waist of the
wearer. is entirely obviated.

Having thus described the several parts of
our waist, we will now set forth the advan-
tages our waist has over other contrivances of
a4 corset nature, known as skirt-supporters.
These advantages, in a sanitary point of view,
are involved in the principle of almost the
entire support of clothing from the shoulders,
which is accomplished not merely by means
of a narrow adjustable strap running simply
over the shoulder, as heretofore, but by a yoke
or yokes connected by buttons and lacings, as
heretofore described, ranning not only over but
from shoulder to shoulder, thus helping one
support the other. The support being thus se-
cared, the strain of skirts and other garments
is brought to bear upon a fixed point or points
in the waist, just above the hips, by means of
straps, &c., as heretofore deseribed, which
fact of fixed support will enable the wearer to
wear her skirt-belts loosely—a thing impossi-
ble when support of skirts is intended from
a flange-shaped bustle or pads fastened to the
lower part of the corset—when tight girting of
skirt-bands is inevitable to keep it from slip-

ping over or off the flange or pads, Further-

more, astheshapeand supportof form are given
by the peculiar cut of front, sides, and yoke,and
without the use of the usual numerous corset
bones or steels, which bones and steels tend
to crowd the breasts of wearer upward—a
state uncomfortable, if not unhealthy, but
producing a fullness of bust, which makes
many willing to sucrifice comfort for beauty—
and as the bosom-forms are so constructed as
to be made full or small at convenience or
option of wearer, by putting in more or
less filling, and also are permanent fixtures of
the waist, the waist will give to the wearer
all the shapely effects of the ordinary corset
about the bust, with none of the uncomforta-
ble or injurious eftects, and, by accomplishing
these ends, we consider our invention both
useful and beneficial to womankind,

We do not wish it ‘understood in saying
that the lacing in the back for convenience in
adjusting to-size and form will enable - the
same size of our waists to be worn by differ-
ent women having a waist-measure of eighteen
or thirty inches, but that our waists are made
in graded sizes, and that the lacing is simply
for adjusting to any little peculiarities which
may exist and differ in different women hav-
ing the same waist-measure. =

We do not broadly claim in this application
the bosom-form D, constructed as described,
as that is the subject of a separate applica-
tion of ours now pending in the Patent Office.

We claim as our invention— .

1. In an under waist for ladies’ wear, the

seamless yoke A, constructed substantially as
herein described and shown.
2. In an under waist for ladies’ wear, the
combination of the yoke A, and the boedy or
lower front parts B I/, constructed and com-
bined substantially in the manner herein
specified. : ’ o

3. In an under waist. for ladies’ Wedr, the
combination of the yoke A, bosom-form D,

and the body or lower front parts B E’, the

whole combined and arranged substantially l

as herein specified.

4. In an under waist for ladies’ wear, the

combination of the yoke A, bosom-form D,
body or lower front parts B E/, bones 1 I,
and lacings m, substantially as herein shown
and described.

5. In an under waist for ladies’ wear, the
combination of the yoke A, bosom-form D,
body or lower front parts E B/, bones 1 l, lac-
ings m, and front fastenings @ a, substantially
as herein specified. ‘

6. In an under waist for ladies’ wear, the
combination of the yoke A, bosom-form D,
body or lower front parts E E, bones 11, lac-
ings m, front fastenings « @, and short bones
at the gore-shape cut g, substantially as herein
specified.

GEORGE FROST.
GHEORGE HENRY PHELPS.
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