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IMPROVEMENT IN TARGETS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 162,149, dated April 20, 1875; application filed
: June 19, 1874,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES BUCKNER,
Jr., of the city and county of San Francisco,
Stateof California, haveinvented an Improved
Game, termed Devil’'s Appetite, of which the
following is a specification:

My invention relates to a game target or
apparatus cousisting of a board erected, on
which a design of a devil is painted, with
large head and open mouth, and so arranged,
by mechanism counected with a gong repre-
senting the inside ot this mouth, that when
soft balls are thrown, and properly directed
so as to hit the same, they shall strike this
gong, and cause a small imp to rise above the
Lead of this devil, pointing downward and to
his own mouth to intimate that the shots have
been well thrown; and a gallery is or may be
also so constructed that these balls thus well
aimed shall be made to fall beyond this fig-
ure, and roll down an inclined plane below
the flooring back again to the thrower.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal elevation of a
board with the design of a devil painted there-
on, having a large open mouth with gong at
the back, and small imp at the top of the head,
constituting part of the game-target embody-
ing my invention. Tig.2 is a transverse ver-
tical section of Fig. 1, showing the mechan-
ism from the gong at the back of the mouth
of the design for actuating the imp, constitut-
ing partof the game-target apparatus embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 3isa perspective view
of a gallery with figure described erected at
the end.

A A is aboard, on which a figure of a devil,
D, has Dbeen painted, the head H being of
rather large proportions compared to the body,
and provided with an open mouth, m m, cut

out of the wood, so as to allow of balls being |-

thrown through. At the back of this mouth
m 1, and some distance away from it, a gong,
(, is placed, so that such balls may impinge
thereon, and it is connected by a rod, r, with
a lever-arm, %, the end of which X forms a
cateh, @, to a tooth, ¢, of a curved lever, L L.
At oue end of this lever L L a weight, W, is
hung, and at the other a piece of sheet metal
bearing a representation of an imp, I, is ad-
Justed, so as to slide within the grooves g ¢

provided on the metallic part of the board A
A as this lever It L pivots on its axis o.

In Figs. Land 2 the imp I is shown shot up
by reason of a ball, B, having struck the gong
G, while the dotted lines show the original
position of the mechanism, wherein the catch
a is set to the tooth ¢, and the imp I is hidden
behind the head H.

When, however, a ball is properly directed,
50 as to pass through the mouth m m and im-
pinge on the gong G, it instantly forces it to
emit a4 musical sound, and causes the catch a
to be disengaged from the tooth ¢, and the
weight W being then unsupported falls down,
aud shoots up the imp I, which is represented
as pointing to the object struck. The ball
thus thrown falls down the channel C, and
rolls along the incline T T under the flooring
F F, so as to return to where the thrower is
supposed to be—at the stand S—and be again
ready for use.

For resetting the mechanism after a ball
has struck the goug G and raised the imp I,
a thin rope, s, is, or may be, attached to the
projecting arm N of the lever ki, and is ad-
justed over the pulley p, so as to pass under
the incline T T, and be at hand at some con-
venient place near the stand 8, so that by
pulling the same the weight W may be raised,
and the catch @ again adjusted to the tooth 4.

I do not confine myseltf: to the mouth-open-
ing m m, in the game herein described, as such
aperture may be in any other suitable part of
the body of theimage; and Lalso do not elaim
the mechanism consisting essentially of the
levers L L K, weight W, as L am aware that
this is not new, and that a variety of means
may be devised to accomplish the same pur-
pose; but

I claim as my invention—

The target herein described, consisting es-
sentially of the board A, figure D, opening m
m, sliding figure T, levers L &, and gong G, all
combined and arranged to operate substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

CHARLES BUCKNER, Jz.

Witnesses:
ALFRED C. CRANE,
LIONEL VARICAS,.



