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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS W. PORTER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN BAGGAGE-TRUCKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 162,19@, dated April 20, 1875 ; application filed
September 28, 1874,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAS W. PORTER,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Baggage-Trucks, of
which the following is a specification:

This invention relates to that class of four-
wheeled trucks which are used in and around
railroad depots for moving and transferring
the baggage of passengers; and the inven-
tion consists in a cast-metal 1ibbed bed or
platform, malleable iron crabs or brackets,
and a wrought-iron center-rod for the tongue
or pole; a cast-metal coupling of pecaliar con-
struetion, by which the axles are coupled to
the body ; also in having both axles pivoted
to the body, and provided with a tongue, so
that eitlier may be locked or loosed, and the
truck operated with equal facility at either
end. '

Figure 1 is a vertical section, taken cen-
trally through the length of the trock. Tig.
21is avertical transversesection, taken through
one of the axles. TFig. 3 is a horizontal longi-
tudinal section of the toungue, showing the
connection of the rod aud erabs. [Fig. 4is a
top or plan view of the coupling. TFig. 5 is
an under-side view of the same; and Fig. 6 is
a side elevation of the pole-shackle, showing
the axle in section.

In the drawings, a is the top or bed of the
truck, which I construct of cast-iron, with the
ribs b b b b extending the length thereof, and
forming a curtain around the entire edge;
this bed has the nsual *turned-up ” ends, as
shown. ¢ ¢ are the stringers of wood, which
are bolted to the bed, asshown. ddareshort
stay-bars, bolted to the elevated ends of the
bed. d @’ are the wheels; and e ¢, the axles.
J is the lower half of the coupling, which is
secured to the axles by bolts passing through
holes ¢ on cach side of the axle, secured by a
voke beneath the axle, as shown in Fig. 1.
A king-pin, [, is formed as a component part
of this half of the coupling. 7% is the upper
half of the coupling; the essential features
of which are a circular disk of the size of f,
a hollow central part, j, in which pin 7 is in-
serted, four equidistant diverging arms, con-

nected with the lollow center Ly ribs % &,
and terminating in feet ¢, for bolting to the
string-pieces, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. A
small pin, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, passes
through king-pin I above sleeve j, and secures
the parts together. # isthe wrought-iron rod
of the tongue or pole. o is the hand-crab,
which is formed with a socket, p, in which

rod = is secured, and with two hand-holes, 7',

and an aperture, %, as a termination for sock-
et p. The hand-rod is formed hollow. s is
the lower or hinge-bracket of the pole, formed
with a socket, ¢, for the insertion ofi rod =,
while its two arms each terminate in fingers
m m which are united by a hollow bar, v,
which serves as the pivotal connection with
the axles, and is secured in hole x tformed in
shackles w o, which are bolted to the axle,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 6. In Fig. 1 the
right-hand pole is showu secured to the center
of the end of bed # by hook y, while the
other pole is in position for drawing and oper-
ating the truck; and by thus having both
axles pivoted, and capable of being locked or
released, there is never any necessity of turn-
ing the truck or running it backward, as is
often the case with those of common construe-
tion.

I claim as my invention—

1. The cast-metal ribbed bed «, substan-
tially as described and shown.

2. The cast-metal hand-crab o, substantially
as described and shown,

. 3. The cast-metal hinged bracket s, sub-
stantially as described and shown,

4. The part f of the cast-metal coupling,
formed with its king-pin I, in combination
with the part &, formed with its socket to re-
ceive pin I, and with the radial brackets ¢,
whereby it is bolted to the top or bed, sub-
stantially as shown.

5. A baggage-truck, having the two piv-
oted axles ¢, and the locking-poles n, substan-
tially as deseribed and shown,

THOMAS W. PORTER.

Witnesses:
R. H. WHITTLESEY,
W. E. CHAFFEE.



