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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that [, MAURICE LANGHORNE,
of Maysville, in the county of Mason and
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and
Improved Bill-File’; and T do herehy declare
that the following ‘is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, forming a part

~of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, and Fig. 2a
vertical section.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in box-files for papers ; and it consists
in a box of sheet metal of the width and

" height of the files of papers, having its front
end of the full height of the papers, but its
sides and back cut down to give more ready
access to the face of the papers without talk-
ing the same out of the box. To the back
portion of the box, upon the inside, a band-
spring is attached, which presses the papers
to the front part of the box and keeps them
always in a vertical position. To the top rear
portion of the box a cover is hinged, which
cover conforms to the cut sides of the box so
as to make the box, when closed, a rectangu-
lar parallelogram, the sides of the cover bein g
provided with an extension below the line of
Jjunetion with the box to make a good fit and
exclude dust and dampness. )

In the drawing, A represents a sheet-metal
box, having its sides cut down obliquely at a,
and horizontally at'b. The object in cutting
the sides of the box at b is to allow the files
to project above the sides of the boxes so
that they can be readily handled in the box
without taking them out, and the object of the
obliquely-cut sides is to bring the front of the
box up flush with the top of the files, so that
in the radial motion of the cover, in closing,
the front files are not struck and torn by the

cover, as would be the caseif the sides of the
box were cut down horizontally all around.
B is a band-spring upon the inside, which is
attached to the back portion of the box and
presses against the papers to keep them
straight and vertical. C is the cover, which
is hinged to the box at ¢, and fastened with
a cateh, d.  Said cover conforms to the shape
of the cut edges of the box, so as to make the
same a rectangular parallelogram in shape
when closed, and has an extended flange, f,
which fits upon the outside of the top edges of
the box to make a good joint and exclude the
dust.

By means of the above-deseribed construe-
tion the papers may be readily handled and
their faces examined without taking the same
from the box, and all dust and dampness ex-
cluded.

I am aware of the fact that sheet-metal box-
files, having a spring upon the inside, have
been before constructed, and I therefore con-
fine my invention to the particular construe-
tion of the box, having its sides cut away. as
shown and described.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is—

The sheet-metal box A, having its sides cut
down horizontally at b, and obliquely at t, SO
as to leave the front of the box flush with the
top of the files, and having its cover provided
with a lap-flange, f, with a spring, B, to hold
up the files, all as and for the purpose speci-
fied. ’

The above specification of my invention
signed by me this 29th of March, 1875,

: M. LANGHORNE.,
Witnesses:

SoLox C. KEMON,

CHAS. A. PETTIT.




