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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN W. SUTHER-
LEN, of Fillmore, in the county of Fillmore
and State of Minnesota, have invented a new
and valnable Improvement in Barrel-Hoops;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, refer-
ence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon.

Figures 1 and 2 are plan views of my im-
proved barrel-hoop, and Fig. 3 is a sectional
view of the same.

My invention relates to an improved means
of attaching together the ends of the hoops of
barrels or other similar vessels; and it con-
sists in the employment of a hoop sawed to
conform with the bilge of the barrel, and pro-
vided with tapering ends, around which a
metal strap is lapped, the ends of the strap
being bent downward and driven into the
hoop, and wrought-nails being also employed
in connection therewith, which are driven
through the hoop, and twice through the
strap, and are then clinched into the hoop.

In the accompanying drawings, A is the
hoop of a barrel or other similar vessel, bev-
eled transversely, in the usual manner, to con-
form with the bilge of the barrel, and provided
with tapering ends. In joining the ends of

the hoops together, they are first made to over-
lap each other, when pieces of the strap B are

lapped around the ends, the length of the
overlapping strap being less than the trans-
verse section of the hoop. The ends b b of
the strap (see Fig. 3) are bent downward and
driven into the inner face of the hoop, thus
securing them together. _

In order to render the fastening still more
secure, wrought-nails are driven through the
hoop, and are made to pass twice through the
strap, and they are then clinched into the in-
ner face of the hoop.

I am aware that the ends of hoops have
heretofore been fastened together by means of
pieces of strap-iron surrounding said hoops,
and secured by means of wrought-nails, and
I therefore lay no claim, broadly, to such con-
struction or means of fastening together the
ends of the hoop; but -

WhatTIdo claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The beveled hoop A, having tapering ends,
and secured together by the strap B, having
its ends b b bent or inclined and driven into
the face of the hoop, and wrought-nails ¢ a
passing twice through the strap, and clinched
into the hoop, as herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN WASHINGTON SUTHERLEN,

Witnesses:
MAROUS ROBBINS,
P. M. MoSHER.




