J. SEAMAN.
Washing-Machine.

Patented June 1, 1875.

No. 163,891,

A

N

L

) ! W
. N * /

3 N ] ﬂ.,/
o | s g
| \

i //
il N\
t VV

| J
e ] el bl Gl i
,e .

Wi
/gl

TNEBEES.
Q%%%é%imga
™




NITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

JOHN SEAMAN, OF ANDOVER, NEW YORK.

v
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN SEAMAN, of An-
dover, in the county of Allegany and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Washing-Machines;
and 1 do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to whieh it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion. :

My invention relates to an improvement in
washing-machines; and consists in remova-
ble tongues, inserted into the top of the stand-
ards, suitable springs, and adjusting-straps,
or equivalent devices, by means of which the
pressure of the rollers upon the clothes can
be regulated at will, as will be more fully de-
scribed hereafter. '

The accompanying drawings represent my
invention.

a represents two standards, secured rigidly
together at their lower ends by the base-piece
¢ and the cross-piece d near their upper ends.
To the crank end there is secured to the side
of the standard a cross-bar, E, which has suit-
able tenons formed upon its ends, to fit into
slots or recesses made in the inside of the

" tub, while to the opposite standard there is
secured & stud or projection, g, which catches
in a recess formed either in the side of the
tub or in a block secured there to receive it.
In the top of each standard there is formed
an oblong opening, which extends down a lit-
tle over half-way, and into which openings
are inserted the tongues b, which bear down
upon the top of the journal of the upper roller

or cylinder 4. Attached to each end of tLe
cross-piece d is a vertical rubber or other suit-
able spring, j, through which passes the ad-
justing-strap ¢. This strap has one end fast-
ened to the top of the tongue by means of a
small stud or catch, n, and has a series of
holes through it, so that the tension of the
spring can be increased or decreased at will.
As the spring is attached to the cross-piece,
and as the strap is fastened to the tongue,
the full tension of the spring is exerted in
drawing the tongue downward, and thus press-
ing the upper roller upon the lower one. By
placing these springs at the top of the ma-
chine they are prevented from coming in con-
tact with the water, steam, or wet clothing,
which so soon cause their decay.

I am aware that springs of various kinds
have been applied to washing-machines for
the purpose of regulating the pressure of the
rollers, and this I disclaim. My invention
consists in the tongue, the regulating-straps,
and the peculiar construction of parts, where-
by the tension of the springs is controlled.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— _ .

In a washing-machine, the combination of
the standards @, provided with the sliding
tongues h, springs j, adjusting-straps I, and
pins or catches #» on the top of the tougue,
substanfially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of

July, 1874.
JOHN SEAMAN.
Witnesses:
J. J. HARMAN,
B. C. CorE.




