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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, A. W. THOMAS, of Phil-
adelphia, in the county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Bustles ; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification, in
which—

Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views of
different styles of bustles embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 3 is a vertical section of bustle
shown in Fig. 2.

My invention has for its object to produce
a small, light, and stanch bustle, especially
adapted to-the present style of dress, which
requires to fit closely to the sides of the wearer
without bulging or lateral projections.

My invention relates particularly to the fol-
lowing points: First, to forming a bustle with

& base-bow or rim, which rests against the

person of the wearer, its ends being secured
to the waistband, and provided with folding
transverse bows, the parts being so combined
that an acute angle will be formed at their
Jjunction on the upper side of the transverse
bows, so as to allow the latter to close upward-
Iy when the wearer sits down. Secondly, to
combining the base-bow and transverse bows
of a bustle, so that when the latter are closed
up a torsion will be produced to facilitate
opening when the impact or pressure produc-
ing such closing is withdrawn,

In the accompanying drawing, A represents
a waisthand of a tournure or bustle. .Bis a
base-bow, to be made of flat or other spring
wire, covered, if desired, with a broad tape.
The ends of said bow are fastened to the waist-
band at b b, being brought toward each other,
80 as to make the bustle narrower at the waist
than at the middle or points # . The bow B
is designed to rest against the person of the
wearer, or upon the intervening skirts, and to
form a base for transverse bows C C!, &c.,
which give the required elevation or projec-
tion to the tournure. B

‘When the tournure is in place upon the
wearer the waistband will, of course, be hori-

zontal, while the base-bow will incline slightly
from a vertical position.

The bows C C!, &e., will be fastened to the
base-bow in such manner as to form an acute
angle on their upper sides at the junction, as
shown at ¢ ¢/, &c. The angle ¢ formed by the
upper transverse bow will be slightly more
acute than that formed by the bow next be-
low it, and this gradation is continued until
the last or lowest bow is reached, which forms
almost a right angle with the base-bow.

The result of this construction and arrange-
ment is twofold: First, by arranging the trans-
verse bows to form the acute angle on their
upper sides with the base-bow they will read-
ily close upwardly when the wearer sits down,
and will, when the wearer is standing, and
the weight of the skirt is imposed, resist any
tendency to dragging down; secoundly, as the
direction of pressure on the upper bow is more
nearly vertical than on the other bows, said
direction of pressure approaching gradually
the horizontal on the lower bows successively,
such pressure will be exerted longitudinally
on each bow, which thus forms a brace.

When the transverse bows close upwardly
as described, a torsion is produced in them as
well as in the base-bow, which, when relief is
afforded by the rising of the wearer, will effect
an expansion of the tournure to its normal
condition.

I design employing cords D D, which will
permit the bows to close upwardly, said cords
extending from the waistband to the lowest
bow, C% but not to the base-bow, these cords
thus forming suspenders for the bows, to which
they are secured, and preserving them from
injurious strain at their junction.

A modification of my invention will be pro-
duced by crossing the bows diagonally, as
shown in Fig. 1. In this case the opposite
ends of corresponding bows will be in the
same plane, while the two euds of each bow
will be in different planes.

This construction necessitates the employ-
ment of a cord, E, proceeding from the waist-
band and attached to each bow, said cord serv-
ing as a support to the bows, which, in this
case, have little or no function as braces.

I claim—

1. The rim B, bent or curved to form up-
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ward extensions, which proceed to the waist-
band, and rest against the person of the wearer,
in combination with the upwardly - folding
transverse bows C C!, &c., connected to said
rim, as shown, so as toe form an acute angle on
their upper sides, and facilitate the closing,
substantially as set forth.

2. The rim B, constructed to rest against
the person of the wearer, its ends being se-.
cured to the waistband, in combination with
folding transverse bows C C!, &c., attached to
it, substantially as described, so that said trans-

verse bows when folded toward the waistband
will produce a torsion in the rim, or cause it
to bend, so as to produce a spring, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 2d day of Oc-
tober, 1874,

AMOS W. THOMAS.

‘Witnesses:
FRANK HARTMAN,
M. DANL. CONNOLLY.




