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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ROBERT A. HorNING,
of Sterling, Whitesides ‘county, State of 1lli-
nois, have invented an Improved Auntomatic
Locking - Gate, of which the following is a
specification :

This invention relates to an improved gate,
to which is attached a lever on either side of
it, so arranged as to be easily accessible to a
person on horseback or in a vehicle, and by
which the gate may be opened or closed with-
out the necessity of dismounting to do it, and
an automatic locking device, hereinafter more
fully described, which securely locks the gate
when closed.

The invention will be fully understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, of
which—

Figure I is a side elevation of the gate
closed, and with one panel of fence adjoining
it. Tig. ILis a side elevation of the gate and
one panel of fence, with the gate open. Fig,
III is a transverse sectional elevation of the
same,

The gate A may be constructed, in any de-
sirable form, of boards, pickets, &e., and will
in all cases be provided with two straight
ways, a, arranged horizontally, for the sheave
B to travel upon as the gate is thrown open
or closed. The weight of the gate is thrown
upon the sheaves B and B/, and the gate, in
opening and closing, moves in a line parallel
with the fence, being, when open, placed side
by side with one of the adjoining panels of
the fence. A diagonal swinging arm-piece, C,
is pivoted to the top front corner of the
gate, and extends thence in a direct line to-
ward the lower rear corner of the sa me, and
- reaches only about half of the distance be-
tween these two points, and at its lower ex-
tremity there is a pivot-pin, ¢, to which is at-
tached a swinging lever, D, the said arm hav-
ing on its lower or free end an enlarged head-
piece, d, in which there is a segmental groove,
d', in the end of which groove is a noteh, d?,
extending into the head-piece d in a radial di.
rection from the aforesaid groove. The gate-

Post E extends a few feet higher than the top

of the fence, and to the top end of this post is
pivoted two levers, F, which are connected to
the link-connection G at their adjacent ends,
while their free ends extend out in opposite
directions perpendicular to the axis of the
gate, and in sach elevated positions and at
such a distance from the fence as to permit a
person on horseback or in a carriage to easily
grasp their free ends and open or close the
gate without dismonnting by simply depress-
ing the end of the lever. To the inner ends
of the lever I is attached the weighted lever
G by means of the chains or cords J, the link-
counection G being weighted to counterbal-
ance the weight of levers F. A stud, g, in the
lower end of lever G fits into and moves in
the segmental groove d’, and as the said link-
connection G is thrown up or down by the op-
eration of the levers F, the said stud g carries
the head-piece 4 with it in its motions, and
this motion throws the swinging lever D for-
ward or backward, and this motion of lever
D is communicated, through its pivot-pin ¢
and the arm C, to the gate, which is thereby
rolled into either its closed or open position
by the action of the levers, as a‘oresaid. '

When the gate is either opened or closad
the stud ¢ drops into one of the notches az,
and thereby securely locks the gate, except
when it is moved by the action of the levers
before described.

Suitable notches or mortises should be pro-
vided in the gate-post E/, for the reception of
the gate when closed, so as to hold it firmly
in position.

Having thus described my invention, I de-
sire to claim—

The link-connection G, with the stud ¢ and
head-piece d, which is provided with a seg-
mental groove, d@', and locking-notches @, in
combination with the swinging arm C and le-
ver D, levers F and G, and gate A, substan-
tially as described.

ROBERT ALLEN HORNING.
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