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UNITED STATES

ATENT

NEWTON HARLAN, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN BOOK-CLASPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 164,646, dated June 22, 1875 ; application filed
’ November 28, 1874. ,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NEWTON HARLAN, of
‘Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia, have
inverited certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Book-Clasps; and . I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification,

My invention consists in providing a loclk-
clasp for books, having an extensible screw-
stem fitting into a serew-threaded receiving-
sleeve, whereby the said fastening-stem isin-
closed and braced, and made adjustable with-
in said receiving-sleeve to suit books of dif-
ferent thicknesses. It also eonsists in pivot-
ing said receiving-sleeve so that it, with the
locking-stem, is rendered capable of being
turned. down fo either side upon the project-
ing rim of the cover.

It isfrequently important and necessary that
public as well as private records should be
s0 secured that they are not accessible, and
subject to inspection by all parties who may
desire to make use of the information they
contain. This object has heretofore usually
been accomplished by securing them in cases
provided with locked doors, or by keeping
them under the eye of persons appointed for
the purpose. These means are often incon-
venient and expensive, while by my improved
method any book may be easily and securely
closed, so that its contents will only be acces-
sible to those having a key. Its adaptability
to any book, portfolio, or album, and the ease
with which it may be attached, render it supe-
rior to any lock-clasp heretofore used.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is a front view, showing a book
fastened with my clasp. TFig. 2 is a sectional
front view, showing an ordinary clasp. Tig.
3 is a sectional view of the cover of a book,
showing the lock. Tig.4 isa transverse cross-
section, showing the extensible arm. and lock.

Similar letters of referenceindicate the same
parts. :

D represents the screw-stem fastener; A,
the pivoted screw-threaded sleeve holding

same; C, pivot or hinge; B, lock, and 4 4
covers of the book. The stem or fastener D
is provided with a screw-thread, and fits into
an internally-threaded socket, A, which ar-
rangement enables it to be extended to fit a
thick book or contracted to suit a thin one.
The receiving-sleeve A is pivoted to the cover
of the book, so that it moves laterally from
side to side, and is made capable of being -
turned down along the rim of the cover, there-
by rendering it less liable to be broken.

The lock B may be an ordinary spring-lock
capable of being operated with a key, aud is
attached to the cover.

‘When-it is desired to close and lock the
book, the extensible arm, composed of the
screw-stem and receiving-sleeve, is opened
out to a position at right angles with the in-
ner rim of the cover, so that in closing the
book the end of the stem D enters and is se-
curely held by the lock B, as shown in TFigs.
1 and 4.

The lock need not necessarily, however, be
attached to the cover, but may be placed ou
the underside of an ordinary clasp. (Shown
in Fig. 2.)

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— ‘

1. In a book-locking clasp, the combina-
tion of the extensible stem D with its serew-
threaded receiving- sleeve A, whereby the
fastening-stem is inclosed, braced, and made
adjustable within said receiving-sleeve to suit
books of different thickunesses, constructed
and arranged substantially as deseribed, for
the purpose specified. ,

2. In a Dbook-locking clasp, the hasp A,
pivoted to its attaching-plate, whereby it
may be folded down parallel with the book-
cover, 80 as not to obstruet the manipulation
of the leaves, substantially as described.

3. The combination,in a book-locking clasp,
of the extensible stem D and pivoted re-
ceiving - sleeve A with the lock B, all con-
structed and arranged substantially as de-
scribed, for the purpose specified. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses. :

NEWTON HARLAN.

Witnesses:
H. G. PorTER,
J. W. HAMILTON JOONSON,



