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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that we, VALLANTINE WIE-
TERHOLD and. ELEXANDER OAK, of Ham-
burg, in the county of Fremont, and in the
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Brake-Blocks; and
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked thereon,
making a part of this specification.

The nature of our invention consists in the
construction of a brake block for wagons, and
in the mode of fastening the leather thereon,
as will be hereinatter more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which our invention appertains to make
and use the same, we will now proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation, referring
to the annexed drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is an end view of the brake-bar
and Jbrake-block, and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
section of the same, .

A represents the ordinary brake-bar, formed
at each end with a dovetail, upon which the

brake-block is placed. The brake-block is-

made in two parts, B and C, the outer face of
the part B being inclined from the top and
bottom inward to the center, forming an ob-
tuse angle, as shown in Fig. 1. The inner face
ot the part' C is made of corresponding shape,
tofif in said angle, while the outer face of said
part C is made slightly concave, as shown. D

represents the leather with which the brake-
block is to be faced. @ a are bolts, passed
through the centers of the parts C and B, and
through the bar A, with nuts b b screwed on
the ends of the bolts at the rear of the beam.

The nuts b b being loosened, the ends of the
leather are inserted between the two parts of
the brake-block at the top and bottom, and
the nuts b b then tightly screwed up, thereby
securely clamping the leather in its place. _

When the leather becomes too much worn
it can easily be removed and a new one puton.

Having thus fully deseribed our invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— '

1. A wagou-brake block made in two parts,
in eombination with bolts and nuts for clamp-
ing the leather between them, substantially .
as set forth. o

2. The combination of the brake-bar A, bi-
sected brake-block B C, leather D, bolts tty
and nuts b b, all substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. C

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
we have hereunto set our haunds this Sth day of
March, 1875,

VALLANTINE WIETERHOLD.
hi
- ELEXANDER + OAK.

mark,
Witnesses:
C. H. WynnN,
C. ALLEN.




