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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL R. WiLMoT,

of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and

~ State of Connecticut, have invented an Im-
provement in the Manufacture of Metallic
Rings; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing forming part of this specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to an improved pro-
cess for manufacturing metallic rings, which
is particularly intended for making the rings
of lamp-shade holders, but which may be also
applicable to the manufacture of rings for other
purposes.

In the ordinary method of making rings
for lamp-shade holders, the blank is cut out
from sheet metal in flat annular form, and the
edges are turned up by drawing or stamping
in dies. This commonly involves a waste of
all the metal cut from the corners of a square

_outside of the ring, and all that cut from the
inside of the ring, which waste amounts to

about four-fifths of the metal employed in the-

manufacture, and can generally only be util-
ized by remelting.

The object of my invention is to avoid the
waste of material referred to; and it consists
in a novel method of making the ring, by first
cutting from the sheet a strip of metal, and
bringing the ends thereof together to form a

“hoop, and then pressing or. stamping the said
hoop in suoitable dies to give it the desired
shape, whereby the whole of the metal is util-
ized, )

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a vertical section of a lamp-shade holder, in
which the shade-supporting ring is construct-
ed according to my invention. Fig. 2 repre-
sents the strip as cut from the sheet. - Fig. 3
represents the strip with its ends secured to-
gether to form a hoop, Fig. 4 is a profile sec-
tional view of the ring. E

In Fig.1, A represents the collar, B the arms,

and C the shade-supporting ring, of a lamp-
shade holder. In the ordinary method the
blank for the ring C is cub from the sheet in
flat annular form, as betore described.

Ii making the ring according to my inven-
tion, I first cut from the sheet a strip of metal,
D, of the shape shown in Fig. 2, and then se-
cure the ends thereof together, by soldering
or otherwise, to form a hoop, E, as shown in
Fig. 3. This hoop is then placed in a suitable
die or dies, and is pressed, stamped, or drawn
into the shape shown in Fig. 4, by which pro-
cess the portion of the hoop below the line # z
is gathered inward, and contracted to form
the shade-supporting flange, f, and the ex- -
treme inner edge is turned up to form a stiffen-
ing-rim, g, while the portion above the line 2
x 1s slightly expanded and turned outward,
to form a conical receptacle, %, for the shade,
and the extreme upper edge'is turned outward
to form an upper stiffening flange, 4, thus mak-
ing a shade-supporting ring of the usual shape. -
By cutting the blanks from the sheets in strips
the entire sheet of metal is utilized, and there
is no waste of material whatever.

Although the invention is shown herein as
applied to the manufacture of rings for lamp-
shade holders, it will be seen that the process
need not be confined to such particular use,
but is applicable to the making of rings for
various purposes. -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure -
by Letters Patent, is—

The within-deseribed mode of forming rings
for supporting lamp-shades, the same consist-
ing in first bringing the strip into the form of
a hoop, and then subjecting said hoop to press-
ure in a die of the desired shape, as herein
shown and described, for the purpose speci-
fied.
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