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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lours MESSER, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in
Clasps for Pocket-Books and other Articles,
which improvement is fully set. forth in the
following specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a vertical central sec-
tion. TFig.2isaninverted plan. Fig. 3isaplan
or top view. Fig. 4 is a similar view of the
spring-cap detached.

Similar letters indicate correspondin g parts.

This invention consists in a cap provided
with a radiating tail-piece, and with laterally-
projecting arms, in combination with a sup-
porting-plate provided with a chamber for the
Tregeption of saidlaterally-projecting arms, and
with & stud and a spring, the latter being
made to act on the tail of the cap in such a
manner that both the supporting-plate and the
cap cant be readily st wnped out of sheet metal;
aud when the arws of the cap are placed in
the chamber of the supporting-plate and the
spring is applied, the cap can be raised or al-
lowed to follow the action of said spring when
it is depressed against the stud, and, by caus-
ing the closing-lap of a pocket-book or other
similar article to catch over said stud and de-
pressing the cap, a cheap, convenient, and
neat clasp is obtained. :

In the drawing, the letter A designates the
supporting-plate of iny clasp, which is stamped
out of sheet metal, and provided with spurs @
and with & chamber, . Said spurs serve to
secure the supporting-plate to the body of a
pocket-book or other similar article, and the
chamber b is open at the bottom, and serves
to receive arms ¢, which project laterally from
“the cap B. In the upper surface of the sup-
porting-plate is secured a stud, d, which is ex-
tended to engage with holes in the closing-flap
of the pocket-book or other article to which it
may be attached. The cap B is stamped ont

of sheet metal, and it is provided with a radiat- |

ing tail, ¢, which extends between the arms ¢,
50 that when said arms are placed in the cham-
ber b and a pressure is brought to bear on

the tail ¢ from below, the eap is caused to

turn down upon the stud. This pressure is.
produced by a spring, f, whichis secured to the -
under side of the supporting-plate, and brought

to bear upon the tail e, said tail being so

formed that when the cap is raised clear up

against the action of the spring £ it will be re-

tained in position by the pressure of the spring

on the tail and by the arms ¢, -and if the cap

is allowed to turn down it will be depressed

upon the stad d.

When the supporting-plate is fastgned to
the Lody of a pocket-book or other similar ar-
ticle, and the closing-flap thereof is caused to
engage with the stud d, the eap being raised
in order to allow of introducing the same, said
closing-flap will be prevented from becoming
disengaged as soon as the cap is turned down
upon the stud 4.

If desired, the spring f may be made to bear
upon the arms ¢, and a sliding motion may be
given to the cap B, so that when the same is
moved back it will be thrown open by the ac-
tion of the spring, and when it is moved for-
ward it will be closed down. )

This modification 1 have represented in
Tigs. 5 and 6, Fig. 5 showing the clasp when
closed, and Tig. 6 when open.

It will be readily seen that by this arrange-
ment a simple, neat, convenient, and durable
clasp is produced.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The cap B, provided with a radiating tail, e,
and laterally-projecting arms ¢, said tail and
arms being made oub of one and the same’
piece of sheet metal with the cap, in combina-
tion with a chamber, b, formed in the support-

-1ag-plate A, and with a spring, f, and stud d,

all constructed and operating substantially in
the manner shown and desecribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing T
bave hereunto set my hand and seal this 24th
day of May, 1875."

LOUIS MESSER. [L. 8]

Witnesses:
SIMON ZINN,
W. HAUFF.




