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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, AARON B. NouT, of
Fairhaven, in the county of Bristol and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Forks and Skim-
mers ; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the construction and operation of the same,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawing is a representa-
tion of a bottom view of my combined fork and
skimmer. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view of the same, and Fig. 3 is a top view,
with the skimmer folded back.

This invention hasrelation to improvements
" in culinary implements; and the nature of the
invention consists in the novel coustruction
and arrangement, in connection with a fork,
of a skimmer pivoted to the shank of the
same, so that when thrown forward the
prongs of the fork shall serve as a support
for the skimmer, thereby adapting it for
use for all purposes to which such devices
are commounly applied, and when thrown
back against the shank shall leave the prongs
exposed, and in a state to be used for any
suitable purpose.

In the annexed drawings, A designates a
metallic fork, of the usual well-known form
and dimensions, in connection with which I
propose to show the use and construction of
my improved culinary implement. a desig-
nates a slot, which is cut longitudinally

through the shank b of this fork, through
~ which is passed and into which is pivoted the
shank ¢ of a cnp-shaped skimmer, B, as shown
at ¢ in Fig. 2. The free end of this shank is

cam-shaped, as shown at p in Fig. 2, and is

adapted to engage with the free end of 2 metal-
lic spring, s, rigidly secured in any suitable
manner to the heel ¢ of the fork, so that when
the skimmer is in the position shown either
in Figs. 1or 3 it shall be there held against dis-
placement, thereby adapting the implement to
be conveniently used either as a fork or as a
skimmer, according to the needs of house-
keepers. When skimmer B is in the position
shown in Fig. 1—that is to say,when the lower
convex part thereof is resting upon the npper
concavity of the prongs j of the fork-~the lat-
ter afford an adequate and reliable support
for the said skimmer, and give it sufficient
strength to allow it to be used for any of the
purposes to which such devices are usually
applied, without danger of being broken off.
Anp examination of Fig. 2 will show that when
the skimmer is - turned up against the shank
of the fork it is entirely out of the way of the
prongs j, thereby converting the skimmer
above described into an effective fork, which

-may be used to perform any of the functions

of such a device,

What I claim-as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The fork A, having a slot, ¢, in its handle,
in combination with the perforated skimmer
B, pivoted in said slot, and provided with a
shauk, ¢, having a cam, p, and spring, s, sub-
stantially as described, and for the purposes
set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above, I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

. AARON B. NOTT.
Witnesses : ’

MiLsoN ROPER,
- FRANK A. RAND,




