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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that we, JoHN BOYLE and
HENRY STEPHENS, of Brooklyn, Kings connty,
New York, have invented a new and Improved
Mail-Bag, of which the following is a specifi-
cation: ‘ 5

This invention has for its object to produce
a mail-bag whose contents cannot be picked
and withdrawn when the bag is closed, and
which shall, moreover, be of economical con-
struetion, and possess other advantages, here-
inafter more fully referred to.

Our invention consists in supplying the bag
with a secondary flap, attached to the front of
the bag, carrying staples for the closin g-strap,
which turns upward over the closing-flap;
also, in perforating the upper part of the front
of the bag above the -secondary flap and the
closing-flap, for the bassage -through of the
staples in the secondary flap. The invention
also consists in attaching one-end of the clos-
Ing-strap to said upwardly-closing flap, and in
combining therewith a staple, secured to the
flap, for receiving the other end of the said
strap, all as hereinafter more fully described.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a face view of our improved bag, show-
ing it opened. Fig. 2 is a face view of the
same, showing it closed. Tig. 3 is a vertical
transverse section on the line ¢ ¢, Fig. 1. Fig.
4 is a vertical transverse section on the line K
K, Fig. 2; and Fig. 5 is a horizontal section on
the line of the closing-strap when the bag is
closed. '

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

. The letters A Al represent the body of the
bag, the same being made of canvas, leather,
or other material. - B is the ordinary flap, be-
ing an extension of one. side, Al of the bag
over and beyond the mouth thereof. C is a
secondary flap or strip of canvas, leather, or
other fabrie, stitched or otherwise fastened
along its lower edge to the face of the bag at
a height which will enable its free upper edge
" to reach about to the mouth of the bag. 'If
the bag is flattened the flap B will extend
along its back, and the flap C along its face,
said flap being of equal length, The part of

the bag indicated by A? above the secondary
flap C has a series of slots or eyelets, N. The
closing-flap B likewise has eyelets or slots M,
which, when the flap is folded down, lie over
those in the bag, and in line with a similar se-
ries in the back of the bag; as indicated at N/,
so that the staples D D D, when the bag is
closed, pass through the flap B, the upper part
A?of the bag and the side Al ‘and project out
so that the closing-strap can be passed through
them. D D are a series of staples, firmly fast-
ened to the inner face of the secondary flap C.
When the bag is to be closed the flap Bis first
folded down over the mouth of the bag, and
the lip O is then folded up over the flap-B, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 4, and in this position
the ‘staples D D extend from the lip through
slots provided in the flap C, and in the two
thicknesses of the body of the flattened bag, -
so that said staples project from the back of
the bag. Eis the closing-strap. It has one
end, a, fastened to one end of the extra lip C,
and is, when the bag is closed, drawn around
one edge of the bag, and through the staples
DD along the back of the bag, and then
around the other edge of the bag until it
reaches a staple, F, that projects from the flap
B through a slot, b, ot the lip C. - The slot end
of the strap B is placed over this staple F, to
which thereupon a padlock or other fastening
device may be applied.

-1t will be observed that when this bag is
closed it will be practically impossible to pick
it, as the picking-tool would first have to be
brought down between the lip C and flap B,
then up between said flap and the body of the
bag, and, finally, down again into the mouth
of the bag. The several bends thus necessi-
tated prevent the successful use of a picking-
tool. This is a great advantage which our bag
possesses over those which are made with a
simple closing-flap, whence the staples pass
through the body of the bag, as there a sim-
ple hook-shaped tool will serve to successfully ‘
pick the bag of its contents. Another advarn-
tage is, that we use a less number of staples
than are required in a bag of the ordinary con-
struction, since we obtain perfect security with-
out bringing the staples quite close together.,
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In addition to this the staple ¥ prevents the
bag from being closed other than the proper
way, either by accident or design.

In our bag, when opened, the staples D D |.

will not project in the way of the hand that
inserts the letters, or withdraws them, which
is' an objectionable feature of the style of bag
having the staples on the flap B. When our
bag is opened the staples D will be quite a dis-
tance below the mouth of the bag, and there-
fore entirely out of the way.

The appllcatlon of the staple F to the flap
B, and its insertion through the slot of thelip
C, we consider an important feature of our in-
.vention, because thereby it is impossible that
the bag be accidentallyleft open afterthe strap
E has been applied. If the staple I were, for
_example, applied to the lip O, the strap could
be equally well applied, even if the flap B had

not been properly folded over the mouth of |

’nhe bag; but, being on the flap B, the staple
F insures the proper closing of sald flap before
the lip C is turned up.

‘We claim as our invention—

The combination of the flap B, formed by
an extension of the side Al, and having the
staples F and slots M, the upper portion of the
front of the Lody of ‘ghe bag A2 having the
slots N, and the back, hfwmw the slots N’ the
flap C, hawno staples DD D and a, and the
closmo -strap 1] all constructed substantially
as anri for the purpose specified.

The foregoing description of our invention
signed by us this 14th day of June, 1875.

JOHN BOYLE.
HENRY STEPHENS.
Witnesses:
ErnesT C. WEBB,
A, MORAGA.




