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To all whom it may concern : :

Be it known that we, SILAS SPARKS and
JOHN W. SpARKS, of Bowensville, in the
county of Green and State of Ohio, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Hog-
Ringing Apparatus, of which the following is
a specification : } :

This invention relates to apparatus for ring-
ing hogs, and consists in the ring and in
grooves and slot in the pliers used.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a
view of the pliers used, having a hog-jewel
attached, as when it is about to be crushed
down after being inserted. Tig. 2 is a front
view of the jaws, showing the slots and
grooves therein. Fig. 3 is a wire bent as for
use without jewel. TI'ig. 4 shows the wire and
jewel attached together. Fig. 5 shows the
wire crushed down, and Fig. 6 shows the end
of the pliers with the wire crushed between
them. Fig. 7 shows the manner of holding
the jewel to introduce the wire into the hog’s
snout or nose.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. :

A represents the pliers. B is the double
wire, to the ends of which is attached a small
piece of metal in the form of an inverted
cone, B, (or other convenient shape.) The
wire is doubled, and the metallic cone or
pieces C-is attached to the ends. At the
other end of the double wire is an opening, D.
The jaw E of the pliers has a groove, f; (indi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, and seen in
cross-sections in Fig. 1,) having an indenta-
tion, g, in its center, in which the end of the
wire is placed, as seen:in Tig. 2.

other jaw, H, is a slot, 4, which receives the

In the |-

double wire at the other end of the opening.
This slot is also seen in Fig. 2. There is a
groovein each direction from the slot g. (Seen
in dotted lines in Fig.'6.) A slit is made
through the hog’s nose with a narrow blade of
any suitable kind, and the wire B is inserted.

To insert the wire the cone or jewel is held
in the pliers, as seen in Fig. 7. When the
wire has been passed through the slit, so that
the double wire between the opening and the
cone C is confined in the slit, the pliers then
take hold of the wire, as seen in Figs. 1 and
2, and the jaws of the pliers are brought- to-
gether, and the wire which forms the opening
is crushed, as seen in Figs. 5 and 6, which
securely fastens the wire, as the inverted
cone C prevents its withdrawal in one’direc-
tion, and the top J of the tie in the other
direction. With this inverted cone, or similar
piece of metal, on the wire, as described; the
hog is not inclined to root for a living, but is
compelled to seek other means to prolong his
existence. ‘

‘Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

An apparatus consisting of a pliers, the
jaws of which are grooved and/slotted, as de-
scribed, and a doubled wire having an invert-
ed cone, C, (or other-shaped piece of metal,)
at one end, and an opening, D, at the other,
substantially as described, for ringing hogs,
as set forth.
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