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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EppY T.THOMAS, of
Boston, in the county of Saffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and Im-
proved Letter - Sealing and Stamp - Affixing
Machine, of which the following is a specifi-
cation:

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a side elevation of my improved letter-
sealing and stamp-affixing machine; Fig.2,a
vertical section of the same on the line ¢ ¢, Fig.
1; Fig. 3, a plan view of the same, and IVig. 4
a-detail vertical transverse section on the line
x %, Fig. 3, through the stamp-supplying cup.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The invention will first be fully described,
and then pointed out in the claims.

In the drawing, A represents a suitable
base or supporting-plate, which carries the dif-
ferent operating parts, they being arranged
with a view to compactness and cheapness.
A box-shaped casing, B, about the size of the
envelopes mostly in use, is provided at its
front part with a letter - opening device, @, a
moistening device, b, which consists of a mid-
dle sponge - holder, d, and upper and lower
guide-plates d, the lower for the purpose of
passing the gummed flap of the envelope
through the same, and moistening the muecil-
age thereon; the upper, being about the size
of a postage-stamp, for moistening the envel-
ope at the place where the same is to be af-
fixed. The moistureis supplied to the sponge-
holder d from a water - reservoir, O, arranged
in any suitable manner either at the rear of
casing B, or inside of it, or in any other posi-
tion, as found most convenient. The water-
reservoir O is connected by water - conveying
channels with the sponge, the supply of water
being regulated or entirely shut off by a stop-
cock, e,  Above the upper guide-plate d'is ar-
ranged ina suitable supporter a sliding spring-
roller, d?, for sealing wrappers, large letters,
&e., the yielding roller adjusting itself to the
thickness of the same.

The sealing is accomplished, after the en-
velope is first passed through the moistening
devices on the casing B simultaneously with
- the attaching of the stamp, by a spring-lever,
D, with broad end plateD’, which is brought

down, by a blow of the hand on the knob of
the same, on the fop of the casing and the in-
terposed folded envelope, so as to seal there-
by the moistened flap. The lever D actuates,
at the same time, a sliding spring-rod, f, which
engages in suitable manner one end of a fal-
erumed lever, f/, so as to raise the other end,
and thereby a sliding block, g, and a number
of postage-stamps, which are placed with face
downward on the block, and guided therewith,
in a suitable stamp cup or receptacle, B/, in
casing B, s0 as to feed, with each stroke of
the lever, a stamp to the moistened place of
the envelope, and attach the same thereto,
while the pressure of the plate seals the flap.

The stamp cup or receptable B’ is used for
that class of stamp most frequently employed ;
while, for the purpose of attaching also
stamps of other denominations, a series of
smaller stamp cups or receptacles, B/, are ar-
ranged above~er_sidewise of each other on
base - plate A, and operated by means of a
spring-rod, I, which slides in a guide - stand-
ard, I, and engages fulcrumed levers and
movable stamp-blocks in the same manner as
before deseribed.

The sliding spring-rod F may be adjusted
readily to engage any one of the levers of the
smaller stamp-cups, when the same are ar-
ranged above each other, by placing the oper-
ating pins or lugs ¢ at different points of the
cirenmference of the same, and turning the
rod I', by means of a circumferential top
groove, ¢, and set-pin ¢? into position to strike
the exact lever required.

In place of the actuating-rod F any other
equivalent mechanism for feeding the stamps
to the moistened part of the envelope may be
used, provided only that the stamp is earried
against the same with the necessary pressure
and regularity to adhere securely at the re-
quired point. The stamp-cups are provided
with hinged or pivoted doors, for placing a
new supply of stamps on the blocks whenever
the stamps therein have been used up.

The different processes of moistening the flap
and stamp part, and of sealing the envelope
and applying the stamps, may thus be attend-
ed to, by means of this simple apparatus, with
great celerity and faecility, so that the same
forms a time and labor saving article for vari-
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ous business and other purposes for which a
great amount of mail matter has to be sent out.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination of sponge d, guides d! d*,
and self-adjusting roll @2, as and for the pur-
pose specified.

2. The combination of spring-lever D, hav-
ing pressure-plate D’ and sliding spring-rod f

actuated therelLy, with the casing B, stamp-
cup B, and stamp-feeding mechanism for pro-
ducing the simultaneous sealing of envelope
and the affixing of stamp, substantially as
specified.

EDDY T. THOMAS,

Witnesses:
CHas. A. WALTERS, -
JULIUS S. SHAILER.



