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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLniAy D. SLOAN, of
‘the city, county, and State of New York. have
invented certain Improvements in Account-
ants’ Hand-Rests, of which the following is a
specification:

Book-keepers, accountants, and others hav-
ing oceasion to write in heavy ledgers and the
like are familiar with the inconvenience ex-
perienced in writing at the lower part or foot
of the page, due to the difference in height be-
tween the page and the desk, upon which, un-
less additional support is provided, the hand
and wrist of the peninan must rest while writ-
ing. The few devices hitherto.devised to rem-
edy this souree of fatigue, inconvenience, and
trouble have proved inadequate to any useful
purpose, because of their lack of stability
when in use,and their lack of easy and accurate
adjustability to any heightor position required.

My invention consists in an adjustable rest,
constructed with a clamyp or hold-fast, whereby
it may be rigidly, though temporarily, fixed
upon the cover of the volume, and, as it were,
form an extension of the said cover, movable
with the ‘volume, but fixed with reference
thereto, and capable of adjustinent to the ex-
act level of the page, whereby writing at the
bottom of thelatter is rendered as convenient
and easy as writing at the top thereof. The
invention further comprises certain novel com-
binations of parts, whereby the aforesaid main
or essential feature of my said invention is
advantageously earried into practice.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my accountants’
rest, with the shelf or top plate detached, made
according to my invention. Fig.2 is an in-
verted plan view of the sawme. Fig.31isa frout-
edge view of the same; and Figs. 4 and 5 are
detached views, representing certain parts of
the mechanism.

A 1is a base plate or frame, formed with a
rabbet, «, at one edge, the flange «’ at the top
of the rabbet being of sueh width as to afford
a good bearing-surface, and extending, prefer-
ably, the whole length of the plate A. On the
under side of this base-plate is a shaft, B,
provided with a thumb-piece, b, at one end,
and at the other with a long eccentric, A/, the
latter being circumferentially grooved or cor-
rugated, as indicated at «/. Shown at cisa

spiral spring, coiled about the shaft B, at-
tached at one end, ¢, thereto, and at the
other, b/, to the plate A, in such manner that
the torsion of the spring will tend to turn'the
eccentriec upward toward the flange &', to firm-
ly clasp between the said eccentric and flange
the cover of the book, when the apparatus is
applied thereto foruse, as hereinafter set forth.
D is the shelf ortop plate, upon which the hand
of the accountant rests when making use of
the invention. This plate is connected with
the base-plate A by the two links C, arranged
near the ends, one or both of these links being
provided with a supplemental or toggle link,
C/, pivoted at one end to the central part of
O, and at the other to the base-plate. The
links C are pivoted at their lower ends, one to
each of two horizoutal racks, E, that gear in-
to opposite sides of a spur-pinion,” ¥. The
pivot d of this pinion F works in a suitable
bearing provided in the base-plate A, and has
upon its lower extremity a ratchet-wheel, G,
into which engages a stop-pawl, £, pressed in-
ward by the spring ¢. Oun the ratchet-wheel
G is a downwardly-projecting thumb-piece, ,
whereby the ratchet-wheel may be turned in
one direction. The links C have at their low-
er ends laterally-projecting studs e, which
work in longitudinal guides in the base-plate
A, in order to retain the said links in position
when moved in one direction or the other in
the adjustment, as hereinafter fully explained,
of the shelf or top plate. A rod, I, extends
from the outer end of the pawl f through a
supporting-staple, 4, to the opposite edge of
the base-plate, the arrangement being such
that by pulling the rod inward the pawl will
be brought out of gear with the ratchet-wheel.
By turning the latter in the direction indi-
cated by the arrow in Fig. 2, the spur-pinion
F is caused to move outward the racks If, and,
consequently, the lower ends of the links G,
thereby causing the outer ends of the links to
rise, and, consequently, to clevate the shelf
or top plate D to a height proportioned to the
degree of movement given to the racks E, as
atoresaid. When the ratchet-wheel is released
the pawl f prevents any reverse movement
thereof, and, consequently, sustains the shelf
at the hiéight to which it is adjusted. Thesup-
plemental links C’ brace the links C, so that
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_ the shelf rotains its position parallel with the
base-plate A despite any inequulities of press-
ure upon it, as, for example, when the hand
of the Wnrel or accountant bears solely on
one end thereof.

In the use of the apparatus the shaft B is
turned by means of the thumb-piece b to bring
the eccentric away from the flange «/, where-
upon the said flange is placed upon the upper
edge of the cover of the ledger, or similar
volume, the-latter being opened with the ec-
centric A’ extended underneath the same.
The thumb-piece b is then released, and the
spring ¢ then turns the eccentric up against
the cover, (indicated at G/, in Fig. 4,) so that
the edge of the said cover is firmly elamped
between the flange and the eccentric; the
‘circumferentially grooved or corrugated sur-
face of the eccentric preventing any longitudi-
nal slip thereof, or consequent outward dis-
placement of the apparatus from the cover.
The apparatus being thus fixed upon the vol-
ume, and the latter being opened at the requi-
site page, the ratchet-wheel G is actuated to
raise and adjust the shelf D with its upper
surface flush with the said page. The shelf

is thus made to coustitufe, as it were, a con-
tinuation of the page, and to afford a rest for
the hand and wrist of the writer or account-
ant, so that he can write at the lower part or
bottom of the page with the same facility and
dispateh as at the upper part thereof. When
it is desired to lower or depress the shelf D

the rod I is pushed inward to disengage the
pawl f from the ratchet-wheel, whereupon the
shelf falls to and upon the base-plate, from
which it may again be lifted and adjusted to
any height desired. When it is required to
detach the apparatus from the volume the
eccentric is turned down by means of the
thumb:piece b, and the cover being thus re-
leased, the apparatus is readily removed.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. An adjustable accountant’s rest, con-
structed with a clamp or hold-fast, whereby it
may be fixedly attached to the cover of a
ledger or like volune, substantially as herein
set forth.

2. In an adjustable accountant’s rest, the
base-plate A, constructed with the rabbet a,
the circumferentially - grooved eccentric A/,
spring ¢, and thumb-piece b, the whole ar-

ranged for operation, in the attachment of the
apparatus to a suitable volume, bubstdntnlly
as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The links C, supplemental link or links
¢/, spur-pinion F, ratchet-wheel G, and pawl
/, In combination with the base-plate A and
shelf or top plate D, the whole arranged for
operation in the adjustment of the shelf or
top plate, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

‘WM. D. SLOAN.

Witnesses:

W. M. EDWARD,
JNO. MASTERS.




