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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ISRAEL L. LANDIS, of
the city of Lancaster, 1n the State of Pennsyl-
vania, have made certain Improvements in
Buckles for Harness and Traces, of which the
following is a specification:

The object of this invention is to supply a
more simple and efficient device for withdraw-
ing the tongue of a buckle on harness-traces
or the like, by means of a combination of an
eccentric or crank and lever action—a highly-
desirable provision in cases of emergency.

The accompanying drawings illustrate this
invention, and, with the letters of reference
marked thereon, together with a brief de-
* seription, will enable those skilled in the art
to make and use the sawe, in which—

Figure 1 shows a side view. of the buckle,
and its application to the leather straps H K
and keeper L. TFig. 2 shows the buckle de-
tached, with lever-arm under the frame. Tig.
3 shows a modification, showing the lever-arm
on top of frame. Fig. 4 shows the combined
crank-shaft and lever with relation to the lags
or bearings on each side under the frame.

The frame A of the buckle is provided with
Ings B on each side on its under surface per-
forated for bearings of an eccentric or crank-
shaft C, combined with a lever-arm, E. This
latter is provided at its end with a button, G,
either for being operated by hand direct, or
by the. intervention of a cord leading to the
velicle accessible at a convenientpoint. These
buckles can be made right or left handed, or
so as to bring the lever-arm to rest on the up-
. per surface or against the under side of the

frame. To prevent accidental unshifting or
withdrawal of the tongue from relaxation of -
the stiff leather straps a catch, F, Fig. 2, is
shown. Tor attaching to vehicles the frame
of the buckle may be extended, as shown by
A/, Fig. 3, and provided with an eye to con-
nect it to a single-tree or the like, constituting
% wmetallic attachment or extension of the
buckle. '

The operation of the bucklein either caseis
the same, whether the lever is raised by a cord
or strap connection, or by hand direct. It
withdraws the tongue in a straight line out
of its connection by being hinged to the crank-
shaft in the manner shown, giving the driver
easy and complete control by a simple pull on
the lever connected withit. - )

J am aware that a buckle provided with
lugs in front for a covering-plate and lever-
connection is employed, in combination with
the tongue connected with the frame in the
ordinary manner, designed to meet the same
object. Neither do I claim, broadly, the em-
ployment of an eceentric or erank-lever action
for disengaging the tongue; but

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, ig——

In combination with the crank-shaft ¢ and
tongue D, the frame A A, having the depend-
ent central lugs B and strap-bail A%, as de-
scribed. ‘ : ‘
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