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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT L. EDWARDS, OF SYRAOUSE, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN BIRD-CAGES.

Speciﬁcatioxi forming part of Letters Patent No. 166,596, dated Angust 10, 1875 ; application filed
February 2, 1875. ’

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ALBERT L. EDWARDS,
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and
State of New York, have invented certain Im-
provements in Cages for Birds and Animals;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and ‘exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, forming part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to construct
a cage for birds and small animals which shall

. possess the qualifications of providing for the

health and comfort of the occupant; may be

. easily kept clean and free from vermin, and

well ventilated; prevent the contents of the
cage from being scattered outside thereof;
combine strength with lightness; give an un-
obstructed view of the oceupaiit, and present
a mneat, handsome, and ornamental appear-
ance. To this end my invention .consists,
first, in the combination of an open ventilat-
ing and body-supporting ring or hoop, a glass
body, and an open ventilating fop or. cap;
and, further, in a novel construction and ar-
rangement of parts, whereby provision is made
for the suspension of the cage and the com-
fort of its occupant. :

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a side view of a bird-cage constructed accord-
ing to one form of my invention. Fig.21isa
central vertical longitudinal section of the
same. . Fig. 3 is a horizontal section, taken in
the line # x of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detail sec-
tional view. :

A represents a base, which may be con-
structed of wood or metal, and may be of cir-
cular, elliptical, or angular outline, and its
edges may be in the form of a molding, a, for
the purpose of giving it an ornamental finish.
The under and inner surface of the base is
fitted to receive a removable floor, B, which
is held in place by elastic pivoted buttons b.
If desired, however, the floor B may be in one
piece with the base. In either case the inner
surface of the base is inclined inward and up-
ward, and the floor is situated below the up-
per edge thereof, so that the chaff and litter
is prevented from being scattered outside of
the cage. Near the upper edge of the base

" is a rablet or groove, ¢, in which rests the

lower edge of a ring or hoop, D, which is

prevented from lateral displacement by means
of a rim, ¢, projecting npward from said
groove ¢. The ring D may be made of wire,
sheet metal, or any other suitable material.

When made in the form shown therein it is

.composed of two wire rings, d* @?, connected

by vertical wires @, the lower ends of which
pass through holes'in the lower ring 4!, and
are fastened by riveting; soldering, or by com-
pressing the metal around the holes. The
upper ends of the wires &° pass through holes
in the upper ring @2, which are made from the
lower inner side of the ring diagonally up-
ward and outward, and the wires are bent in
a corresponding direction, their extreme upper
ends d* extending upward above the ring @,
as shown.in Fig. 4. The lower ring d' is se-
cured to the base A by means of hooks of the
form shown in the drawing, or by any other
suitable fastenings. Theringor hoop D serves
to support the body F, the lower edge of
which rests upon the ring @, and is prevented
from lateral displacement by mieans of the
upwardly-projecting ends d* of the wires &,
It also serves to ventilate the cage and allow
a free circulation of air through the lower
portion thereof. This object would be ac-
complished if the ring D were made of per-
forated sheet metal or some other suitable
material. In order to insure the safety of
the birds from cats or rats, if the ring D is
made of wires they must be sufficiently close
together, and if made of sheet metal or other
material the perforations must be sufficiently
small to prevent access of cats or rats to the
inside of the cage. The wires d® or sheet
metal composing the ring D, may be bent out-
ward in a curved or angular form, as shown,
between the upper and lower edges. When
the ring or hoop is made of sheet metal or
other material than wire, the ends d* are re-
placed by a rim for the purpose of holding
the body F in place. The ring is provided
with a door, D% to allow of the egress and
ingress of the bird without removing the
body of the cage.

The body F is made of glass, and may be of
one piece, or of several pieces suitably con-
nected together. When made in one piece it
is of dome form, and may have its sides verti-
cal or tapering, and its cross-section may be
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circular, elliptical, or angular. In the form
shown herein the sides are cylindrical and the
top rounded. In the center of the top is an
aperture, f, which may be formed in any suit-
able manner either during the process of mak-
ing the body or afterward. Over this aperture

J rests the top G, which may be of wood, metal,’

or other suitable material of cup-like form,
and is provided with perforations g for pur-
poses of ventilation.

For-the purpose of suspending the cage the
following means are provided: A number of
wires, H, preferably three, have their lower
ends arranged to connect with the ring @, or
upper edge of the ring or hoop D, by hooks
passing through holes, or in any other suitable
manner. The wires H pass upward parallel
with the sides of the body F, inside thereof,
and without touching thesame, to about where
the curve or spring of the arch or dome-com-
mences, and are then bentinward and upward,
S0 as to come close together in or near theaper-
ture f in the top of the body F, where they
are attached to a nut, J. A bolt, K, with its
lower portion threaded, passes througha hole
in the top or cap G, and engages with the nut
J, by which means the cap G is held in place.
The body is held in position on the ring D,
and means for handling and suspending the
cage are provided, the bolt having an eye,

' ring, or loop, k, at its upper end. The cap G
may be ornamented in any suitable manner,
and, if desired, it may be surmounted by a
bowl or vase for holding cut flowers or grow-

ing plants or vines. The wires H being in- |

side of the glass body, without touching the
same, there is no danger of breakage there-
- from, and the body may be lifted off, when

- desired, without interfering with the attach-

ment of the wires to the ventilating ring or
hoop. .In addition, the wires furnish means
for the attachment of perches for -the bird.
- At the points where the wires converge inward
they are braced by a.spreader; consisting of
bars L, which may be arranged in a triangu-

lar form, as shown, or in any other manner
that will accomplish the same purpose. The
bars L serve as perches for the birds, and pre-
vent them from alighting over the center of
the floor. Below the bars L are short perches
M, only long enough for a single bird, and
thus serving as places of refuge and rest for
the wealker bird in cases where two or more
are kept in one cage. The perches M are at-
tached to the wires H by means of sockets m,
or the perch may be made in one piece with
the socket, if preferred. Below the perches
M are perches N, the ends of which rest upon
the upper edge of the ring or hoop D. Allof
the perches are so arranged as to prevent the

“bird from alighting immediately over the cen-

ter of the floor, but allow the central portion
of the cage to remain clear and present space
enough for the movements of the bird. In the
center of the floor is a combined feed-cup and
drinking-fountain, which is the subject-matter
of another application for patent.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— ,

1. In a bird-eage, constructed of the base A,
metallic open ring or hoop D, glass body T,
having an open top, and resting upon and sup-
ported by the ring or hoop, and a ventilating-
cap, G; arranged on the top of the glass body
overits open top, all substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination of the ring or hoop D,
the suspension-wires H, glass body F, top or
cap G, and bolt K, substantially as and for
the purpose shown and described..

3. The . combination, ‘with the suspension-
wires H, of the spreader L, as shown and de-
scribed for the purpose specitied. i

4. In combination with the glass body F,
the ends d* of the wires d?, extending upward
from the ring D, substantially as and for the
purpose shown and deseribed. :

ALBERT L. EDWARDS.

Witnesses:

MICHAEL RYAN,
VERNON H. HARRIS.
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