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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SIGOURNEY WALES,
of New York city, county, and State, have
invented certain Improvements in the Levers

* of Lever Buckles and Slides, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification:

The object of this invention is to obtain a
lever-gripe for holding elastic webbing and
other material, which shall be reliable, at the
same time reducing the liability to injure or

. cut the material.

Figure 1 shows the lever commonly used,
having the teeth A cunt in the fold B,
which is at an angle with the thumb-plate C.
Fig. 2 shows the same in a sectional view,
having the material D" beneath the teeth A
of the fold B, forcing it against the bed-plate
E. Fig. 3 shows an end view of the same
device without the material under the teeth
A, TFig. 4 shows the improved lever,; having
the teeth A placed in a second fold, F, spring-
ing from the first fold B at its lower edge.
Fig. 5 shows a sectional view, having the ma-
terial D, beneath the teeth A, cut in the ad-
ditional fold I, pressing into the material D,
which is between them and the bed-plate E.
Fig. 6 shows an end view of the same with-

out the material D, showing that-the teeth A
are not in any part in the fold B.

The effect of this device is as follows: When
the material D is placed under the improved
lIever the angle of the fold B, when it is shut
down, passes a given point, and holds the
thumb-plate from opening except by forece di-
rectly applied, while the teeth A in the fold
I are embedded in the material in a horizon-
tal instead of a vertical line, so that as the
strain is put upon them in pulling the ma-
terial D it causes an increase of leverage,
and only adds to the firmness of the gripe, the
whole of the teeth being pressed into the ma-
terial instead of the points only, preventing
in a great measure, if not wholly, the cutting
or breaking of the material.

The fold ' may be constructed without
teeth, or, in place of the teeth, a corrugated
edge may be used.

I claim—

A buckle having the cam-lever B C F, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

SIGOURNEY WALES.

Witnesses:

N. H. FURNESS,
A, C. PrATT.




