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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, SAMUEL N. GUSTIN, of
Mexico, in the county of Oswego and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Animal-Poke; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the-same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, with the top
of the bow and end of the tongue broken
off'; Fig. 2, a plan view of the same, partly
in section; Fig. 3, a sectional detail of the
breast-block, showing bearing-plate and its

relation ; Fig. 4, a detail of the cross-head,

with the tongue in transverse section.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in animal-pokes, which, as usually con-
structed, have a yoke pivoted at the lower
ends to a tongue. upon the rear end of which
is a breast-block provided with points, the
whole being attached to the necks of animals
to prevent them from jumping fences, and to
keep them within bounds generally.

The invention consists in the means of at-
taching the cross-head to the tongue of the
yoke, as hereinafter described.

In the drawing, A represents the tongue,
which is attached at its rear end to the middle
of the breast-block B by means of a strap of
metal, or other sunitable means. O is the
yoke, which is provided at its lower ends with
extended pivot-plates D, in which the cross-
head E, carrying the tongue, is suspended.
The eyes @ of the pivot-plates are tapered, so
as to present a larger opening upon the inner
side, and adapt the said plate to Le foreed
over a spring-seated catch, b, in the cross-
head, whereby the ends of the yoke are se-
curely, but detachably, held upon the cross-
head. Said plates D are attached .to the
lower ends of the yoke by means of a bolt
passing through a slot in said plates, where-

by the yoke may be adjusted to the different-
sized necks ot different animals. The cross-
head consists of two stem-pieces, F ¥, hav-
ing beveled flanges ¢ ¢ and clamps G G,
which extend over the said flanges,-the said
clamps and pieces F B being securely locked
together around the. tongue by a staple, H,
with screw-threaded ends, fastened by nuts.

By means of this arrangement and the lugs,
which are cast upon the parts to bind the
wood surfaces, the cross-head is made to firm-
ly secure the tongue, the beveled shape of the
flanges ¢ ¢ giving to the cross-head an adjust-
ment to different-sized tongues, which adjust-
ment may be also employed to take up the
wear when the devices require tightening.

1 is the bearing - plate, located upon the
bearing - block, and cast in one piece from
malleable iron, to form the guides J J and the
pointed pins K K. The said bearing-plate is
held up by spiral springs L, which cause the
points of the pins to recede in the breast-
block, in which position they are maintained,
except when the animal in its efforts to jump
a fence strikes the tongue against the obstruc-
tion. When this occurs the motion of the
tongue causes the yoke to strike upon the
bearing-plate, and the points are made to de-
scend and prick the animal through the holes
in the breast-block. . '

- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is—

The combination, with the tongue, of the
cross-head, consisting of the stem-pieces F I,
having beveled flanges ¢ ¢, the clamps G G,
and the staple H, secured by nuts, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

The above specification of my invention
signed by me this 25th day of June, 1875.

SAMUEL N. GUSTIN.

Witnesses:
CHAR. A. PETTIT,
Epwp. W. BYRN.



