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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiILLIAM W, KER, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Double-Deck Stock-Cars; and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention relates to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, forming part of this specifica-
tion, in whieh—

Figure 1 is a side elevation ; Fig. 2, end ele-
vation.

My invention consists in an improved means
for raising and lowering the adjustable decks
of stock-cars, the arrangement of which will
be hereinafter morefully described, and pointed
out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawing, A represents
the body of the car. A’is an adjustable plat-
form or floor, arranged to operate upon the
inside of the car, and can be raised or low-
ered to suit the different kinds of freight; a,
shafts passing across the ends of the car, and
carrying the pinions &'; B, racks working in
the slides b; B’, ratchet-lever, carrying a
spring-pawl, which engages the teeth of the
ratchet-wheel ¥/; d, pawl attached to the car,

and engaging the teeth of the ratchet-wheel
', and holding the same in position when the
lever is being operated.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
‘When the car is to be used as a double-decked
car, the upper deck or platform A’ occupies
the position represented in Fig. 1. When it
is to be used as a single-decked car, the handle
of the ratchet-lever B’ is seized and operated
in the line represented by dotted lines. The
pawl upon the lever, engaging the teeth of the
ratchet-wheel ¥, rolls the shaft « in the di-
rection the handle is operated. The pinions o/
engage the rack B, which comes in contact
with the under side of the platform A’, and
raises the samne to the top of the car, as rep-
resented iu the figure by dotted lines.

I claim—

In stock-cars having adjustable decks, the
combination of the shaft a, carrying the pin-
ions «, racks B, to work in the slides b, -
ratchet-lever B, ratchet-wheel ¥, and pawl
d, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.
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