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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHEARLES H. LEIDY, of
Pheenixville, in the county of Chester and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
newand useful Improvements in Metallic Col-
. umns; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it pertains to make and
use it, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form part of this specifi-
cation. ] o

My invention relates to-an improvement in
iron columns or posts; and it consists in the
arrangement and combination of parts, that
will be more fully deseribed hereinatter, where-
by the construction of the column is simpli-
fied, and the putting together of the parts
made more easy.

- The accompanying drawings represent my
invention.

a represents the sides of the column, made
preferably in four or more parts, and having
a flange, ¢, upon their outer edges. These
flanges are thicker at their outer ends than at
their bases, and have their inner sides d made
straight, while their outer ones, ¢, are beveled
away, as shown. When two of the sides are
brought together to form a column the wedge-
shaped blocks g are placed in'between the two
beveled sides of the flanges,so as to hold them
a suitable distance apart, and then the headed
+ screw-bolts ¢ are passed outward through them

between the edges of the flanges, and through
the clamps h, which fit over and entirely cover
the flanges from the outside. By serewing up
the nuts j the wedges g are drawn in between
the edges of the plates or sides a, so as to
force them apart, and thus cause the clamps
I to grasp the sides of the flanges, and hoid
them with great power.

In order to save material the wedges ¢
will be made as short as possible, while the
clamps may either be made the full length
of the column, or in short sections, like the
wedges. .

By properly clamping over the main body
of the column one of the sides or segments
may be removed when in position in a bridge
or building, so that the interior of the column
may be painted as often as is necessary.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— .

1. In a metallic column, the wedge-shaped
blocks g, substantially as shown.

2. The combination of the sections a, hav-
ing the beveled flanges ¢, blocks ¢, clamps &,
bolts 4, and nuts.j, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 7th day of
August, 1875,

CHARLES H. LEIDY.

Witnesses:
J. C. SNYDER,
A. A, ZIMMERMAN.



