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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DaAviD W. HUNT, of
San Francisco, in the county of San Francisco
and State of California, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Burial-Caskets
and Absorbents, of which the following is a
specification :

The invention will first be fully described
in conneection with drawing, and then pointed
out in the claim.

Figure 1is a top view of the casket, having
the top part broken away to show the interior
or bottom. Fig. 2 is a section of Fig. 1, taken
on the line z #. Fig. 3is a cross-section of
Fig. 1, taken on the liney y. TFig. 4isa side
view, and Fig. 5 is an edge view, of an earth-
mattress.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A is the case, composed of the base B and
the top C, the two parts being fastened to-
gether by butt-hinges at one side, so that the
case may be readily opened and closed.’ In
the bottom I place strips and blocks of wood
to divide the bottom into cells. D, to keep the
earth in place when it is not confined in a
sack. B represents the earth. Fis a mat-
tress filled with earth or other good absorbent.

G is the face-glass. The dead body is laid on
the earth E, or on a mattress filled with some
other good absorbent, and then is covered, in
whole or in part, by another mattress filled
with the same or a similar material. The ab-
sorbent, either loose or confined, is placed
above and around the corpse, and so as to
absorb the gases and fluids discharged during
the first few hours; say, from twenty-four to
ninety-six lhours of lying in state. The dis-
agreeable edors emitted from dead bodies may
thus be avoided. The sides and ends of the
lower section B are beveled, so as to ineline -
toward the cell-bottom, thus necessitating the
employment of the smallest quautity of ab-
sorbent that will accomplish the object in
view.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A coffin furnished upon its bottom with
cells for retaining dirt, or an equivalent ab-
sorbent beneath the body, as and for the pur-
pose specified.
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