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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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IMPROVEMENT IN COFFIN-SCREWS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 167,578, dated September 7, 1875 ; application filed
August 16, 1875.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLL1AM M. SMITH, of
‘West Meriden, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented a
new Improvement in Coffin-Scerews; and I do
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings
and the letters of reference marked thereon,
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent in—

Figure 1 a side view; Fig. 2, a vertical cen-
tral section.

This invention relates to an improvement
"~ in the article known to the trade as coffin-
screws—that is to say, screws with an orna-
mental head, used for securing the top or or-
namenting coffins, the object being to. con-
struet an elaborate head with a small quan-
tity of metal; and it consists in a cap recessed
upon its under side, and with the screw se-
cured centrally therein; combined with a body
through which the serew passes, and which
sets into the recess in the cap, so that the
projecting or overhanging edge of the cap
forms a prominent part of the ornamenta-
tion. :

A is the cap, which is cast from the metal
usually employed for such work, and with the
head of the screw B secured centrally therein

upon the under side, preferably in the process
of casting the cap. The cap is formed with
a recess upon its under side, so as to make an
overhanging edge, C. D is the body, which
may be of any desirable form, perforated cen-
trally, so that the screw may pass freely
through it,and so as to set into the recess upon
the under side of the eap, within the rim C,
as shown. ~

This body may be made from wood, and thus
be very light and cheap. The rim of the cap
hides the joint between the two parts, so
that the appearance of the whole is as a solid
or single-piece head.

The rim or overhanging edge of the cap
may be ornamented to add materially to the
appearance of the article.

I claim—

The herein-descrived coffin-screw, consist-
ing of the cap A, constructed with a recess
upon its under side to produce an overhang-
ing edge, and with a serew, B, attached there-
to, combined with a separate body, D, in-
closed by the rim of the cap, substantially as
deseribed.

WILLIAM M. SMITH.

Witnesses:
J. H. CARRIER,
E. E. WEST.



