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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ROBERT VINT, of Brook-

.lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New

York, have invented a new and Improved
Heel, of which the following is a specifica-
tion :

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a vertical longitudinal section of my
improved heel on the line ¢ ¢, Fig. 2; Fig. 2,
a bottom view with rubber section detached ;
and Fig. 3, a vertical transverse section of the
same on the line z x, Fig. 2.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of my invention is to furnish for
boots and shoes an improved heel that com-
bines protection against slipping with elastie-
ity and durability, and is easily attached to
the main portion of the heel.

The invention will first be deseribed in eon-
nection with drawing, and then pointed out in
claims. )

- In the drawing, A represents an obversely-
tapering casing, that is preferably made of
cast metal, of the shape of the heel and with
interior recess, for the sake of greater light-
ness. The casing A is attached securely by
two or more screws, @, to the main portion of
the heel, so as to form the lower extremity of

the same and. make up the required height..

The outer surface of the casing forms an ex-
act extension of the heel portion, while the
inner is tapering toward the lower edge to form
a rim that guides the conically-tapering heel.
plate B, of rubber or other elastic material,
that is attached to cushioning band-springs C
securely attached to the casing. The band-
springs C C are rigidly fastened at one end,
but slotted at the other to allow them when
under pressure to slide or play on the retain-
ing-screws ¢. The heel-plate B bas a central
metallic stiffening - plate, D, that forms the
washer for the screws that fasten the heel-

plate to the springs. A recess in the stiffen-
ing-plate may also be used to secure the
skates.. The heel-plate B fits exactly into the
tapering casing, and has at the interior side
raised parts or shoulders b molded or other-
wise applied thereto, which serve to form con-
tact with the interior of the casing or heel,
and give a perfectly level position to the heel-
plate when depressed by the foot. The under
side of the heel-plate is made grooved or chan-
neled to form a rough surface that prevents,
by contact with the ground, slipping, so as
to furnish thereby a safety device while the
elasticity of the heel renders the walking eas-
ier and less fatigning to the muscles of the
legs. ‘ '

When the heel-plateis pressed up far enough
to be within the extremity of the heel-casing,
the rim of the same is brought into use, and
thereby the wearing out of the heel-plate re-
tarded, as the weight of the body is thrown
on the casing, and the elastic plate more or
lessrelieved from wear. The casing and heel-
plate are furnished as a separate device and
quickly attached tothe heel when finishing the
same, and form a comfortable and protecting
attachment for boots and shoes.

I'am aware that it is not new to provide a
movable heel bottom with a central pillar and
surrounding spring; but

What T claim is—

1. The combination of elastic and conically-
tapering heel-plate B, the obversely-tapering
case A, and the band-springs C C, attached to
and playing upon portions of said case, as -
and for the purpose set forth.

2. A heel-piece, B, constructed with super-
posed shoulders b, arranged as and for the

purpose specified.
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