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To all whom it may coneern:

Be it known that we, JOEN W. LATCHER
and TRUE J. SMITH, both residents of the vil-
lage of Johnstown, in the county of Fulton and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fences, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

The object of our invention is to make a
cheap and reliable wire-fence, or such a one
A8 will possess a greater degree of strength
than those heretofore used, by having the
posts thereto formed with a spiral "or ¢ cork-
screw ” point, having two or niore coils to hold
with a firm grasp, the whole of which is made
to enfer the ground by applying a wrench to
the upright portion of the posts to which the
wires are attached, and screwing said posts
into the ground, requiring no holes to be made
for the reception of the said posts previous to
¢ getting” them.

“Another objeet is attained by the use of the
spiral posts in gallies and depressions in the
land, asalsoin localities where the lands are fre-
quently overflowed or submerged by freshets.

1t is obvious that the posts cannot be with-
drawnfrom the ground with an upward or even
a lateral strain.

It will also be understood that sald posts, in-
cluding both secrew and upright, which latter
holds the wires, areformed from one solid
piece, and are made of wrought-iron, prefera-
bly, for the reason that -the ‘heaving” or ex-
pansion of the soil by frost would destroy the
coils of the posts were they made of any brit-
tle metal. ‘

To enable those skilled in the art to fully un-
derstand and construct the same, we will pro-
ceed to describe it, as follows : v

Figure 1 represents the fence as applied to

~uneven ground. Fig. 2 exhibits the spiral or

cork-screw post with anchor-brace keyed there-
to. Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 are sections of

‘wrought bars of which the posts may be con-

structed, each having a certain advantage in
some particular over the other.

These posts are believed to possess greater
strength in the required direction than any
other now in use. ‘

The.bars may be coiled, when of the forin
represented in Tig. 5, ﬂdthbe or edgew1se, ae:
cording to the purposes for which the post is to

- be used, to wit: If fora hitching-post, then coil
it Whlle in a-heated state around a suitable ar-

"bor or shaft flatwise ; if for a guy-anchor, then

coil it edgewise, as shown in Fig. 2, which will
resist an npward or longitudinal draft. When
cables or ropes are to be applied or attached
thereto,thensaid anchor-postshould bescrewed:
afargreater distanceintothe ground than when
for strains and other uses, as the greater the

_distance into the ground the more firm will if

be. The plane of the upright portion A should
be in the center of the coil or serew-point b,
as shown in Fig. 2, in order that it cannot de-
viate from a fixed lateral point while the an-
chor or postis being screwed into the ground.
We make our post of one solid piece of
wrought-iron. The upper or straight portion
has holes for the reception of the wires, and
the lower portion, which enters the ground, is
made spiral, as shown in the drawing, Fig. 2,

-and the anchor-piece C should lie horlzontally

on the surface of the ground and in a flat po- -
sition. Said anchor-piece should be keyed to
the post A D in the manner shown in Fig. 2.

The iron known as ‘star,” a section of
which is shown in Fig. 3, as also the round
iron, Fig. 4, should should be used for end and
corner posts.

The anchor-brace C should be applied to the
post above described in all cases where lateral
strain is brought to bear against the posts.

Another great advantage these posts possess
over others lies in the fact that they. are firmly
intertwined with a greater area of earth, and
compress the same more closely, thereby affix-
ing themselves more firmly in the soil.

The points d of the base anchor-piece C are
driven their full length into the ground; it
will, therefore, be observed that theapplication
of this base-plece C enables the screw-post to
resist great lateral strain or thrusts.

‘Holes are formed in the upright portion of
the post A D for the reception of the wires, as
shown in Fig. 2.

In gullies ordepressions inthe land the base-
piece C may be dispensed with, as the strain
of the wires is upward when the same are con-
tracted by frost.

Weare aware that screw-braces or rods used
in pairs and secured to the fence posts or stand-

-ards, have been in use; but in these no pro- .
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vigsion was made or intended for the reception
of the wires in the same piece on which the
screw-point was formed, and they, too, were
intended to be used only on fences whose
weather exposure was entirely made of wood.

‘We are alsoaware thatfence-postshave been
made having single serew-points, as in Middle-
ton’s Patent No. 94,124, August 24, 1869 ; but
in these instances the standard or post was bi-
furcated at its lower end, round which a coil
was twisted, showing that the soil or ground
would have to be broken by the forked arms
within the coil when the post was rotated into
the ground, thereby reducing its resisting ca-
pacity, and said posts were also made of sev-
eral pieces, necessitating much labor and ex-
pénse in their construetion.

We are also aware that horizontal supports

have been in use; but in those instances they
were not keyed to the screw-post A b as in
our invention.

Continuity of material and integrity in con-

struction are, of course, essential where a pow- -

erful strain is requisite in turning the secrew
end into the earth.

What we claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

A fence-post formed of one solid piece of
iron, provided with a screw-point, 4, and up-
right A, in combination with the anchor-piece
C keyed thereto, as shown and described.

JOHN W. LATCHER.
TRUE J. SMITH.
. Witnesses: ‘
JERRY KECK,
J. M. DUDLEY.
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