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To all whom it may.concern :

Be it known that I, GRORGE H. CHINNOCK,
of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Alphabet - Blocks, of
which the following is a specification:

My invention relates to certain new and use-
ful improvements in the alphabet-blocks com-
monly employed for the construction and
amusement of children. - Such blocks have
been constructed, usually, of cubical pieces of
wood with plain faces, bearing one or more

letters of the alphabet, and various pictures-

or designs illustrating the use of the same.
Such letters, pictures, or designs have gen-
erally been formed upon paper, cloth, or mus-
lin, or other similar material, and attached to
thefacés of the blocks by suitable cement, such
as pasfe, glue, &c. As thus constructed, the
edges of the fabric upon which the design is
printed are exposed,leaving the samein a con-
dition to be readily injured by abrasion with
surrounding objects, and liable to work loose
from the faces to which they are attached. The
sheets of fabric, when the edges are thus lifted
or rubbed up. from the faces, materially in-
jure the appearance of the block by accumu-
lating dirt, and rapidly wearing away, and are
~ liable to be stripped entirely off by the least
‘rough usage, materially lessening the durabil-
ity of the same.
My invention is designed to obviate these

defects and consistsin constructing the blocks

in such manner that the edges of thé paper,
when attached to the faces, will be below the
surface of the same, and protected from con-
tact with surrounding objects. . This is accom-
plished by forming a series of shoulders at two
or more of the edges on the faces of the block
to which the fabric bearing the designs is at-
tached, which will rise above and protect the
edges of the same; or, by forming a series of
grooves at or near the edges of said faces,
mto which the edges of the fabric may be
pushed and secured, as will be fully hereinaf-
ter set forth.

In the drawmgs, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of one modification of my im-
proved block; Fig. 2, a sectional view of the
same; and Flg 3 a view showing the blocksin
the process of construction. Flg 4 represents

.ordinary manuner.

a perspective view of another modification of
my improved block; and Flg 5 asectional view
of the same.

“The letters A A A represent the faces of the
blocks. Asshown in Figs. 1 and 2, two of said
faces are plain, the remaining four being pro-
vided with shoulders ¢ a at two edges of the
same. Said shoulders may be formed in any
convenient manner after the blocks are made—
that is to say, by attaching strips along the
edgesof the blocks—or so cutting the wood as
to leave them along the edges of the block
when finished. This last-mentioned method
will be found most convenient and practicable,
and is the one generally followed in the manu-
facture of the improved blocks. In construct-
ing the blocks by this method the wood or tim-
ber is first cut or sawed into rectangular strips
of proper size, which are afterward grooved
longitudinally npon their four faces, by means
of a plane or special machinery adapted to the
purpose, 8o as to leave on each face two longi-
tudinal beads or shoulders, @ a, after which
the strips are sawed or cutinto blocks of prop-
er size, leaving each block with two plain faces
and four grooved or beaded faces, as shown in
Fig. 1. The blocks are then sized or otherwise
prepared for the reception of the letters and
designs. Theletters are painted upon the plain
faces, which are afterward varnished and pro-
vided with a hard enameled surface by baking
the blocks. Thepictures or designs are formed
upon paper, muslin, or other fabric, and at-
tached to the beaded faces between the beads
or shoulders on the same by means of any ad-
hesive cement, and varnished or finished in the
Each block, as thus con-
structed, will have two plain faces, with hard,
durable surfaces, capable of repelling dirt and
resisting abrasion, while the more delicate sur-
faces of the pictures or designs will be protect-
ed from contact with surrounding objects by
means of the beads or shoulders which protect
the edges of the fabric, and prevent the same
from being lifted up and stripped off, produc-
ing a much more durable block than those in
ordinary use at no additional expense, as the
letters of the alphabet, which occupy the plain
faces, are simple, and easﬂy formed by paint-
ing, while the more intricate pictures and de-

.signs upon fabric are attached to the block as
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usual, and at the same time are thoroughly
protected. ' ' :

It is evident that thebeads orshoulders may
be formed upon all of the faces, if desired ; and,
instead of being formed at two edges of éach
face, they may be formed at each of the four
edges, should it be desired to form the letters
as well as the designs upon fabric to be at-
tached to the block.

In the modification shown in Figs. 4 and 5

the faces A A A are each provided with four
grooves, &' a/ a’ o/, near their edges. These
grooves may be sawed, cut, or otherwise con-
veniently formed, after which the blocks are
sized and properly prepared, as usual, for the
reception of the sheets of fabric bearing the
letters, pictures, or designs. The sheets are
then attached by means of cement or other-
wise, the edges of the same being pressed into
the grooves, by means of which they are thor-
oughly protected against abrasion, and pre-
vented from being lifted up and stripped off; as
in the blocks ordinarily constructed. ’

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— ]

1. A cubical or other shaped block, provided
with grooves a’ on oue or more of its faces, in
combination with the ornamenting paper or
material, the edges of which are turned down
into and confined by the grooves, substantial-
1y as deseribed.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a toy
block, constructed of a cubical piece of wood
or other material, baving two lettered faces op-
posite each other, and having its four remain-
ing sides or faces provided with a continuous
sink or depression, in which the ornamenting
material is secured, substantially as described,
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand. :

- GEO. H. CHINNOCK.
‘Witnesses:
JAs. H. MATTHAEI,
THOS. J. FARRELL.




