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EDWARD W. GLOVER, OF MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN FIRE-PROOF C'O“VfE’R’IEN GS FOR BOOKS.

-

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No.:169,536, dited November 2, 1875; 'apﬁlicati'oh ‘filed
“October 22, 1875. : L

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, EDWARD W. GLOVER,
of Malden, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements 1 Fire-Proof
Coverings for Books, of which the following is
a specification :

The object of this invention is to provide a

‘non-conducting and fire-proof protector for

the leaves of a book, that may be readily re-
moved when the book is to be used, and se-
cured to the same when packed awav or put
up after use, which, together with the ordiuary
binding of the book, will securely and entirely
inclose the leaves, and preserve the same in
case of fire.

- My invention is particularly designed for the
protection of valuable books, such as the ac-
count-books of bankers and merchants; and
it consists of a rectangular box, open on one
side, and provided with a hinged flap or cov-
er, or of such shape as to conform to the shape

of the book, and of such size as to fit closely

over the leaves of the book, and between the
covers of the binding, so as to entirely inclose
the leaves when in place, as will be hereinaf-
ter more fully set forth. ‘

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of the book, with the protecting-
cover in place. Fig. 2 represents 4 perspec-
tive view of the book open,; and with the cover
partly drawn off. Fig. 3 represents a perspec-
tive view of the protecting-cover removed; and
Fig. 4 a transverse section of the closed book
and cover.

The letter A represents the binding of the
book, constructed of any of the usnal materi-
als employed for the purpose, but preferably
of fire-proof and non-conducting material, such
as the material known in the market as clay-
board, which may also be rendered perfectly
fire-proof by. the application of tungstate or
silicate of soda, borax, alum, borax and alum
combined, sulphate of copper or ammonia, com-
mon salt, or salt combined with any of the be-

fore-mentioned ingredients, or any other fire-

proofing material that will protect the materi-
al of the cover and binding by melting and
formingaglazed coating around said material,
and exclude the air, so as to prevent combus-

tion, even when the material is hot enough to
burn if laid bare to the atmosphere. The ex-
terior of the binding may be finished or cov-
ered with any of the fabries used for the pur-
pose—such as canvas, muslin, or the like. The
letter B represents the leaves, which are made
up with the binding in the well-known man-
ner as practiced by book-binders. The letter
D represents the protective coveringof arect-
angular box, with an open end, E,and ahinged
cover or flap, d. Said box is constructed, like
the binding of the book, of the nsual materials
employed for the bindings of books, but pref-
erably of the clay-alumina board, which may
also have asbestus combined with it, rendered
incombustible or fire-proof, as above-men-
tioned, and covered and finished with the same
material, and in a manner similar to the bind-
ing. The upper and lower ends 4! ¥ of said
cover are rounded, as shown, to fit snugly
against the concave back a of the binding A,
and securely inclose the leaves of the book
when in place. The box isconstructed of such
size as to fit snugly all round the edges of the
leaves and within the binding, when the book
is closed, in such mauner that the binding, to-
gether with said box, will form a protective
casing, entirely surrounding and inclosing the
leaves when packed together-in a safe, vauls,
or safe depository, or upon suitable shelves.

" Itis evident that the cover might be con-
structed in the form of a rectangular box, with
anopen end,the side d being securely attached
instead of hinged, and the whole slipped over
the leaves previously to closing the book ; but
the construction represented in the drawing
is preferable. The hinged flap or cover of the
protecting-box may also be made triangular,
or similar in shape to an envelope-flap, or
curved or hollowed out along its free edge, as
may be desired ; and insteadof being hinged
to. the side edge of the rectangularbox it may
be hinged to either the topor bottom edges
of the same. .

The protecting-cover is applied to the book
by raising the hinged lid d, and, setting the
leaves in the same, pushing it home until the
ends of the sides 0” set closely in the concave
ends of the back a. The covers of the bind-
ing are then closed, embracing the protecting-
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_.eover, and forming, as.it were, a tight box, in-
. “closing the leaves. When the book is in use
- theprotecting-coverisdrawn off and laid aside.
Although my improvement is principally de-
signed to protect the contents of books from
fire, it is evident that it will operate as well in
protecting them from smoke, dust, dirt, and
atmospheric influences, in which case it will
" not be necessary to construct the same of fire-
proof or non-conducting materials.

The book and protecting-covermay be made
.and. sold together; or the protecting-cover
1may be made in various sizes and sold sepa-
rately for the convenience of those having
books already in use.. ‘

_Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ént, is—

In eombination with the binding of a book,
a fire-proof protecting-cover, consisting of an
open hox adapted to fit closely over the leaves
and between the covers of the binding, the

-whole forming a tight inclosing-box around

the leaves, substantially as described.

“In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand in the presence of
the subseribing witnesses.

EDWARD W. GLOVER.
Witnesses: :
JAmes L. NORRIS,
Jos. L. Cooumss.




