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To all whom it magj concern:
Be it known that I, FERDINANDO -STITH, of

the city and county of Washington, District.

of Columbia, have 1nvented certam ne\v and
useful Improvements in Artists’ and Drafts-
men’s India-Ink Saucers, &c., of which the
following is a specification:

The objects of my invention are to provide
a circnitous track for grinding the “ink-cake,”
within which track is located an ink-well in
which to mass the fluid ink or ground ink and
water; to provide a close- ﬁttlng cover to pro-
tect the ink and track, and to retard evapora-
tion, which cover is so constructed as to fur-

mbh_ without its being removed, a ready means

of access to the ink; and to provide an instru-
ment for predltlnn the operation of feeding
the ink to the ¢ bow-pen,” and of insuring the
taking, with facility, of each fill of ink from
the midst of the mass of fluid, whereby to se-
cure freedom from lees, &c., and to effect the
more near uniformity of the quality of each
succeeding penful with its next immediate
predecessor.

In the accompanying dr’lwmgs which illus-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion through the middle of the whole device,
and Fig. 2 is a top view of the saucer alone,

In these two figures similar letters refer to
like parts.

A is- the body of the szmcer, preferably of
fine white- glazed potter’s ware, or similar
sditable materlal Alis the bowl or dish of
the saucer, of a circular concave shape, some-
what flat toward the middle portion A2, which
constitutes a circular grinding-track ring
upon which water Leing supphod little by lit.
tle, either from without or by lightly touch-
ing the cake to a supply in the well, hereafter
described, the ink-cake is to be mrcmtously
rubbed l'lnull the whole quantity of water in-

tended to be used shall become of the desired -
consistency and intensity of blackness, to expe- |

- dite which operation with certain extremely
hard inks it may be preferable that this por-
tion A? of the dish De free of high polish, or
slightly roughened, or left Wholly or partlally
unglazed. Wlthln this track A? there sinks
from the dish a well orreservoir, A% prefer-
ably circular and somewhat acorn-shaped as
to its vertical section, and preferably of such

1 size and par twular proportlon as.to freely re-

ceive the finger for cleansing, as Decessary, or
about three-fourths of an. inch in depth, and
the same or.less in diameter, diminished, how-
ever, toward the bottom. . ¢ and a' are- 1ebpect-
1vely the flange and ledge of the saucer, as is
common -to similar vessels for such and for
other uses, except that in the outer face of
the flange @, and extending around it, is a
chd,nnel, groove, or trench, a?, partly Wlthm
the embrace of which is p]a(,ed tight stretch-
ed, a packing-ring, B, either solid or tubular,
of rubber or like elas’mc expansible stuff, of
such thickness as to protrude somewhat be—
yond the general face of the flange a, so as
to impinge against the rim of the saucer-cover
when in pl&ce Cis a cover of the usual gen-
eral form, fit, and character of such covers,
except that for more ready. access to the ink-
well below, for the exftraction of its contents,
it has centrally through its crown an orifice,
¢, of about the same diameter as the ink-well.
This eover C, when in place upon the saucer
A, will press its rim ¢’ continuously upon the
mtervenmg packing-ring B, so as to effect
there a close joint aframst dust and air.- Upon,.
and within, and depeudent from, the top of the
cover C, its feed-hole ¢, and the sides thereof,
is shown a combined feed-hole stopple and
pen filler or feeder, D, turned of wood or like
stuff, or molded of bard or soft rubber, or
pap@er-mache, or any such suitable stuff, spread-
ing into the shoulders d d of somewhat greater
diameter than the feed-hole ¢, rising upward
into a haundle, d, of length,’ vform, and size,
adapted to the hold of the ﬁnger and thumb,
and extending downward into a billet, d?, of
about the size of a small pencil or. pen- stock
and of such length that when hanging in the
feed-hole ¢ it will not reach into the well A3,
This billet @ has through its length a cleft, e,
in which is placed, F, a slip of qmll or thm
splint of wood or w halebonc, or such stuff]
somewhat lancet-shaped, as viewed ﬂatwme, :
and of such length that when the combined
stopple and filler is in place as a stopper, as
shown in Fig. 1, its point f will reach down
into the well A3 somewhat short, however, of
the bottom thereof. Encireling the billet @2,
below the shoulders d d, is placed a thin pack-
ing-plate, G, of soft rubberl or such yielding
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| stuff, of diameter somewhat greater than that |

of the feed:hiole:c;. whieh it* is: to. cover;.so:to
_effeetthere a close Jjoint against' dust and’ air.
Upon the billet @2 is placed supplementarily

a close-fitting collar, @, of wood, cork; orrub- |

Dber, or either. such stuff, whose prime office is

to hold. the:plate:G close pressed:home against.

- the under side of the shoulders d d and -the
~sides of the billet. d?, made, for now obvious

-reasons, somewhat enlarged: toward its lower:

- end, compressed upon the stem of the filler I/
so as to keep it safe and firm in the cleft ¢, and

true-in its direetion to the center of the well

A3, the reach-down thereinto being adjusted
at will by sliding the stem up or down in the
cleft e. This collar d&® is tapered consider-
ably for: more ready insertion: into the. hole:c,

* which.its.upper portion more nearly fills'as.a-;

Stopple;. whereby: to. serve secouda,rlly the no-
less:important:function: of holding the shoul-

ders d d more equably placed, and more aceu-
rately:covering the hole; and.of -guiding and
Keeping the therefrom-dependent filler-point
f to the center of the well A%,

I claim as my invention— _

1. The india-ink saucer, having a central
well.encireled. by an: ink: gmndmg tlack sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the ink- saucer, ‘hav--
ing a central well; the removable cover having
an orifice in its crown above said well, and a
stopple fitting said orifice, and provided with

o pen-feeder- extending  down: inte: the well,
‘substantially as and for the purposes set

forth.
F. STITH.

‘Witnesses::
. H. H. Youne,
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