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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES BEHLEN, a
resident of the city of Cincinnati and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
‘Improvements in Road-Vehicles, of which the
following is a specification:

My invention consists in forming on each
end of the supporting-bar of the fifth-wheel of
vehicles a step, thereby obviating the neéces-
sity of using bolts or other means of ‘attach-
ment, requisite when the step is constructed
in a separate piece. It also adds to the finish
snd appearance of the vehicle.

In the accompanying drawing, forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 represents, in
perspective, the frame of the rnnning-gears of
a road-vehiele embodying my improvements.
Tfig. 2 represents the shaft-coupling. Fig. 3
represents a portion of the supporting-bar,
showing my improvements in detail.

- A represents the frame. ' B is the support-
ing-bar of the fifth-wheel, having formed on
its ends a cross-piece or web, C, which rests
on top of the spring. D is the step, for the

pburpose of getting into and out of the vehi-
cle, made in one piece with the supporting-
bar and web. E is the fifth-wheel, of the
-usual style. F I’ are the springs, en top of
which rest the webs C of the supporting-bar
B. G is the shaft-coupling, fastened on top
of supporting-bar B by any suitable means,
From its novel position the draft is down-
ward, and by reason thereof obviates any
trouble in the action of the fifth-wheel which
would be likely to occur when the coupling is
attached below the bar and the draft is up-
ward.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— )

“In avehicle, the supporting-bar of the fifth-
wheel, terminating in steps D, forming inte-
gral parts thereof, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.
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