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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RICHARD T. HARE, of
Springfield, connty of Hampden, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Blocks for Holding Car-
tridges; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawing, making part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective of

my improved block for holding cartridges;
Fig. 2, a vertical cross-section of my detached
block partially divided, showing yielding sides
and springs.
. Similar blocks for this puarpose have been
invented and patented by others prior to this
my invention; therefore I desire to be under-
stood that my invention consists, first, in a
detached block of any suitable material of any
required form, and having recesses to receive
and hold cartridges to be used therefrom, said
block being provided with a loop, through
which to pass the hand to maintain it in posi-
tion, while at the same time supporting the
barrel of the gun in the act of firing; second,
in so dividing or partially dividing a block for
holding cartridges that a yielding pressure is
obtained, whereby the cartridges are more
firmly held in position, and by which yielding-
pressure cartridges of different calibers, or
necked cartridges, may be carried with safety
in the same block. ’

This block is represented in the annexed
drawing, Fig. 1, as being made of wood and
pierced on ifs upper edge with eylindrical re-
cesses ¢ of the required depth -to receive and
hold the cartridges.

In Fig. 2 the vertical cross-section exhibits
a block partially divided or separated, so as
1o render the two sides F G yielding, thereby
adapting themselves to the different calibers.

When filled for service, the cartridges are
inserted into the recesses ¢, bullets downward,
and with their flanged heads projecting above
the surface of the upper edge of the block A
sufficient to be taken therefrom one by one
and inserted into the chamber of the gun.

In Yig. 2 the recesses ¢ are formed the same
as in Fig. 1; but in order to obtain an adjust-
able pressure upon the cartridges to suit dif-

ferent calibers, or necked ammunition, the
block is separated from its surface downward
nearly to its base, or to the bottom of the re-
cesses, as represented. Having thus divided
the block, springs » are then placed at suita-
ble distances apart around the lower edge, the
ends of which extend up the sides F G. press-
ing them together at their upper surfaces, thus
leaving the recesses ¢ round at one end and
elliptical at theother. By separating the block,
as described, and forcing the sides F G to-
gether by springs, the pressure upon the car-
tridges is mostly at the open ends of the re-
cesses, and consequently near the base of the
cartridge.

This divided block is particularly adapted
to. necked cartridges, which require to be
clasped above the necked portion. .

To the ends of this detached block at a is
secured a loop, B, through which the haud is
passed, and within the palm of the same hand
rests the barrel of the gun, thus bringing the
two, the barrel of the arm and the independ-
ent or detached block side Dy side in position
for use, the same hand grasping the barrel of
the gun and the cartridge-block together, the
loop being over the back of the hand and serv-
ing only to maintain the block in an upright
position in the palm of the same hand that
supports the barrel of the gun.

The object of this detached or independent
cartridge-block is to provide means by which
guns in military service particularly may be
loaded and fired with rapidity without carry-
ing the cartridgesin a receptacle or magazine
attached to the arm, which arrangement ren-
ders a gun unwieldly and heavy when so
loaded, besides accommodating bat a limited

number of cartridges.

The usnal eartridge-box provided with a
number of these independent blocks may be
employed, by which arrangement the regula-
tion cartridge-boxequipmentsare not changed.

By this construction of an independent block
for holding cartridges, sustained in position
by the same hand that supports the barrel of
the arm, a single breech-loading musket pos-
sesses greater advantages in actual service
than a magazine-gun, for when each block
holding a given number shall have been ex-
hausted, it is quickly replaced by a loaded
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block from the cartridge box or belt, thereby
saving thetimeand trouble of reloading a mag-
azine attached to or part of the arm. Besides,
these independent blocks may be employed
in positions and at times when to reload a mag-
azine, or to attach a block to and detach a
block from a gun, would be difficult and require
more leisure. )

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim therein as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

An independent or detached block for re-
ceiving and carrying cartridges, having aloop
for maintaining thesamein position adapted for
the use herein described, constructed substan-
tially as herein set forth.

RICHARD T. HARE.
Witnesses:

, SAML. W, PORTER,
J. F. CRANSTON.




