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To all whom it may concern : ,

Beitknown that I, CHESTER W.-SYKES, of
Agawam, Massachasetts, have invented an
Improvement in Roofing, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

The object of my invention is the construe-
tion of a wood roofing, in which the seams
Detween the boards themselves, and between
the boards and battens, shall be perfectly pro-
tected from the water the root is engaged in
carrying off,

The drawing shows a perspective view of a
section of my roof.. »

Experience has hitherto proved the impos-

“sibility of preventing the access of water to
the interior of the seams between the edges
of roofing-boards, if it can come in contact
with the seain beneath the batten, eveu when
the best packing has been used beneath the
batten, or calking outside of it, as the smaller
the aperture between the batten and the
boards the more surely will the water, by
capillary attraction, be conducted into or be-
low the roofing; and it is eqaally impossible
to prevent water from falling upon the batten
in common use from following down upon its
sides to the seam beneath it, as it will run
down a side formed at any angle, or be driven
by wind upon the under side of a horizontal
surface; but by forming the batten H, as
seen in the drawing, to rest upon shoulders
upou the boards D D, and have its sides pro-
ject beyond the shoulders to give space for
the inverted gutters & % beneath each pro-
jecting side, I am able to interpose a more or

+

less vertical wall between the drip from the
batten and the seam, and a surface upon
which the water cannot follow, and by carry-
ing the point of drip of the batten below the

level of the seam, as shown by the dotted lines

2 @, I form of the sides of the batten walls to
prevent the water’s being driven by the wind
or other lateral pressure against the seam.

I have found in practice that if the gutters -

@& « are used, it is advisable to make them no
larger thau is necessary to carry off the drip
frowm the batten, and either leave the remain-
der of the board to form a plane surface, or
else have, as indicated in the dotted lines b, a
large gutter to relieve the side ones; but I
prefer to have the boards D D formed, as
shown by the dotted line y, to present no
raised surface between the sides of the bat-
ten. .
Now, having described my invention, what
I claim is— i

1. In cowbination with the boards D D, the
batteus H, having their projecting lower sides
provided with the inverted gutters & &, and
their lower outside edges forming eaves, re-
moved by an interval from the boards below,
as shown and deseribed.

2. The batten H, having its eaves formed
to extend below the level of its seam, while
yet removed from contact with the boards be-
low, as shown and described.
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