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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RoBERT H. AUSTIN, of
Plainsberg, in the county of Merced aud State
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Sheep-Shears; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in shears for shearing sheep and for
other purposes, its object being to so construct
such instruments that, while they are strong,
durable, and efficient they may be manufac-

tured at comparatively little expense, and the |-

parts of which when injured or worn may be
replaced by others with ease and facility.

My invention consists in the novel combi-
nation and arrangement of two cutting-blades

pivoted loosely together, and to a jaw, which

acts as a frame or support. The blades are
operated by means of two handles loosely piv-
oted, one to one of the blades, the other to
the jaw, said handles being pivoted together
so that the whole acts as an ordinary toggle-
Jjoint, one of the blades being rigidly secared
. to the jaw,

The important feature of my invention is
the peculiar jaw which forins the support for
the blades.

In the drawing, Tigure 1 is a side elevation |

of my improved instrument; Fig. 2, a similar
view of a portion of the sawme, looking from
the opposite side, and Fig. 3 a perspective
view of a detached portion.

In the drawing, the letters A and B repre-
sent two levers constituting the handles of
the instrament, they being pivoted together,

as shown at @. The forward end of the han-
dle A is pivoted to the rear énd of one of the
cutting-blades, while tite forward end of the
handle B is similarly pivoted to the rear end
of the jaw C. D and E represent the cutting- -
blades, one of which, D, is pivoted to the han-
dle A, as before stated, while the other is
rigidly seeured to the projection F of the jaw
C, by means of serews ¢ ¢. The jaw is shown
in perspective in Fig. 3. The inner side of
said juw is formed with a projection, I, to
which the blade B is secured, as before stated,
so that when said blade is in place it forms,
with the extension G of the jaw, a recess or
space in which the blade D operates, the two
blades being connected together by a pivot,
D, passing through them and said extension
G. H H are the ordinary springs inserted
between the handles. :

By this construction any of the parts which
may become worn or injured may be readily
removed and replaced Ly others. .
 The operation is as follows: By bringing
the handles together by the hand of the opet-
ator their forward ends will be extended,
which operating the cutting-blades will cause
their cutting-edges to be brought together, as
is.obvious.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— '

‘The jaw C, in combination with the blades
D E, and loosely-pivoted handles A B, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereto affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses. '

ROBT. H. AUSTIN.
Witnesses: '

A. C. MCMILLEN,
Tmos. H. LEGGETT,




