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To all whom it nmy CONCErn 2
Be it known that I, WiLLIAM A. PrILLIPS,
of Bosten, in the county of Satfolk and State

~of Massachusetts, have invented a new and

usefnl Improvement in Shields for Locks, of
which the following is a specification:.

. My iuvention relates to a new and improved
device for securing the key in the lock by
means of a slot in the shield; and consists in
a novel method ot holding the slotted shield
in position by means of a spring and pin, as
hereinafter described, so that when the doar
is locked the key cannot be moved from the
outside.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

~ view of my improved shield. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view with the shield open. Tig. 3 1s
a view showing the pin and spring.

A is the plate of the lock, through which
the key C is inserted. E is the curved slot in
the shield B, which swings on a pivot in the
usual manner, so that when the shield is shut
over the plate the shank of the key, which is

made flat, fits into the slot E. The undei

side of the shield B is hollowed out, so that a
flat spring, ¢/, may be attached to the under
side of the shield, and have room to work be-
tween the plate and shield, so that the pin D
may be drawn back out of the socket a.
Through the spring end of this spring is a

pin, D, having a kuob on the outside of the
shield, by which the spring C and pin D are
operated. When the shield is brought over
the plate A this pin D eugages in a socket, a,
by which means the shield is held firmly in
its place. When the door is locked the shield
B is pressed down over the plate A, and the
slot being so cut as to receive the flat shank
of the key, the latter is firmly held, so that it
cannnt be turned from the outside, and at the
sawe time the pin D enters the socket @, in
which it is held by means of the spring ¢, and
the shield caunot be moved till the pin is re-
leased from the socket. The key is thus ab-
solutely secured in the lock, which eannot be
picked from the outside, and when the door
is unlocked the key is secured, so that it can-

-not be shaken out and lost.

I'am aware that a slotted shield has been
used before; but .

What I claim as new and of my invention
is—

The combination of the shield B, having a
slot, C, with the spring ¢ and pin D, fitting
into a socket, a, substantially as described.
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