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a

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAs C. ASSIDY,
of New Yorlk, in the county of N-w York and
State of New York, have mnvented a new and
useful Improvement in Hoop-Skirts, Bustles,
and similar articles, which improvement is
fully set forth in the following specification,
and the accompanying drawings, forming a
part thereof, ‘

In the manufacture of hoop-skirts, bustles,
and the like, it is desirable to support the
hoops in their relative positions on the
tapes in the most simple and economical
manaer.

Heretofore the hoops have been so sus-
tained by metallic clasps, and tapes woven
with interstices, openings, or pockets to re-
ceive the hoops laterally, or tapes so woven
double longitudinally & part of their width,
that the hoops can be inserted at intervals
between the double portions thercof, or tapes
having loops formed on them by the adhe-
sion of rubber-coated pieces of tape, or tape
formed by fastening two strips of tape to-
gether by eyelets at predetermined intervals,

Such methods of supporting the hoops re-
quire specially - woven {ajws, or tapes spe-
cially prepared as the hoops are inserted ; and
when the openings therein are lateral differ-
ently-constructed or prepared tapes for skirts
of a different number of hoops are necessary.

To overcome the inconvenience and ex-
pense of such specially-woven tapes in the
construction of hoop-skirts, bustles, and the
like, and to secure a support equally as good,
. more simple, and less expensive, from the
ordinary plain tapes, is the object of my in-
vention; and, to that end, it consists, first,
in tapes that are adapted to any number of
hoops, regardless of the spaces between the
“hoops, and that ean be cut for any length
skirt, bustle, or like article, one or more or-
dinary tapes being stitched upon another
ordinary tape, the stitches, preferably, being
of such a length as to permit the hoops to be
inserted between the tapes without breaking
the threads of the stitches, and the supple-

mental tape, preferably, being much narrower
than the main tape. It consists,further,in the
method of supporting ti:2 ho2ps ca the tapes
of hoop-skirts, bustles, and the like, by stitch-
ing one or more ordinary tapes upon another
ordivary tape, and passing the hoops between

the tapes stitched together, the tapes and
hoops being so spaced as to form a .skirt,
bustle, or similar article of any desired num-
ber of tapes and hoops. ‘

Figure 1 shows a view of the tape, the sup-

plemental tape being narrower thaun the main

one. Iig. 2 shows a similar view with. two
supplemental tapes. Fig. 3 shows a cross-
section of Fig. 1, the same with one row of
stitching ; Fig. 4, a similar view, with two
rows of stitching. ‘Fig. 5 is a view of the
tape with sections of hoops inserted at va-
rious spaces, the hoops being fastened by
stitches through the tapes and the covering
on the hoops. TFig. 6 is a similar view, the
hoops being fastened by metallic clasps in-
stead of stitching.

A represents the main tape; I3, the supple-
mental tape, one or more to each inain tape;
C, the stitching that unites the tapes, which
may be one or more rows to each supple-
mental tape, and the length of the stiteh may
Le vabied to suit the width of hoops, or long
enough for hoops of any width. The seams
¢an be run with machines—machines that
run but one seam, or machines that run more
than one seam, at a time.

What 1 claim as my invention is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a tape
for hoop-skirts, bustles, and similar articles,
formed of two ordinary tapes, stitched to-
gether as described, so that the lioops can be
inserted and supported at various spaces be-
tween the main tape and the supplemental
tape, substantially as set forth. .

2. The method of supporting the hoops of
loop-skirts, bustles, and the like, at various
spaces on the tapes, by means of a supple-
mental tape stitched to a main tape, and hav-
ing the hoops passed through the stitching
between the tapes, and secured or not to the
tapes by stitching or clasps, or both, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. A hoop-skirt, bustle, or similar article,
having the hoops supported by tapes formed
of two ordinary tapes stitched together, the
hoops being passed between them at any do-
sired distance apart, substantially as set forth. -
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