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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE M. HASS, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Corset-Clasps; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, which will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in corset-clasps made of wire.

The nature and character of my invention
are, to a certain extent, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, in which the several
figures, 1, 2, and 3, represent different forms
of construction, and which are susceptible of
still further modifications. :

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

In the following specification will be more
fully described the nature and object of yin-
vention, which consists, in part, in construct-
ing the wire braces A separate from the fast-
enings B, and also in having said braces
formed with double parallel wires, which are
joined at the points @, where the hooks and
eyes or fastenings B are attached, sutstan-
tially as shown in Figs. 1 and 2; or the braces
A may be formed of double zigzag wires, as
shown and indicated in Fig. 3. ‘The former,
however, I consider preferable for obvious
reasons, which will be duly set forth.

Heretofore, wire corset braces and clasps
have been composed of a single wire, forming
both a brace and hook or eye, and bent in a -
zigzag form and highly tempered. These

clasps are open to several serious objections,

namely: first, the brace itself is entirely too
flexible, unless made from wire disproportion-
ately large; second, the wire being tempered,
the hooks and eyes—forming integral parts of
the braces—are very liable to break, especial-
ly the former, during the process of construe-
tion, and when so broken the whole brace
must be thrown away, as it cannot be re-
paired; third, the convex corners of the braces
in a very short time wear holes through the
fabrie, in consequence of the almost continual
friction which their peculiar form occasions;
fourth, in order to prevent the wire from rust-
ing it 1s necessary to japan or, what is better,
nickel-plate them, and in the latter case the
process of burnishing is rendered very tedious
and expeusive in consequence of the project-
ing hooks and eyes.

All these difficulties are overcome by means
of my improvements, and the hooks and eyes,
or other fastenings, being made separately,
the braces may be tempered, galvanized, and
finished before the fastenings are secured
thereto, thus reducing the cost of construe-
tion, and avoiding loss by breakage, &e.

Having thus described my invention, what
I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

A wire corset clasp or brace, A, in combi-
nation with fastenings B, when constructed,
combined, and arranged to operate substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth and
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereto affix iy signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

THEODORE M. HASS.

Witnesses: '

F. Orro Eck,
HERMANN BERNDES.




