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To all whom it may concern : ' -

Be it known that we, HEMAN B. MAGRU-
DER and RoBERT M. WALSH, both of New
Orleans, parish of Orleans, in the Siate of
Louisiana, have invented an Improvement in
Letter-Envelopes, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification. :

Our invention relates to a device for the

convenient and expeditious opening of sealed
letter-envelopes; and it consists in a thread
" or cord secured in one of the folds of the en-
velope, together with a line or series of per-
forations extending across one corner of the
envelope, from one edge to the edge in the
fold of which the aforesaid thread or cord is
inclosed, as hereinafter particularly set forth
and described. _
- Figure 1 is a fronf view of a:letter-énvel-
ope embodying our device.  Fig. 2 is a simi-
lar view of the same, showing the cord in-
closed in one of the end folds exposed. Fig.
3 is a similar view of the same, showing the
operation of our device. _

A is the envelope. In the fold made by
one of the flaps, preferably in that formed by
the right-hand end flap, as shown at a, we
place the thread or cord B, securing it with-
in the-fold by means of suitable gum or paste.

Across the corner of the envelope, from an-

edge, a', to the edge in the fold a of which
the cord B is inclosed, we form a line or se-

ries of perforations, as shown at C. This|

line of perforations we prefer to form across
the apper right-hand corner of the envelope,
as shown in the drawings, as it will thus be
placed across the postage-stammp in a stamped
envelope, or in a plain envelope will be situ-
. ated at timt part or place over which or upon
which the postage-stamp is usnally affixed.
Now, it is evident that the receiver of a
sealed envelope embodying our invention will,
by means of the perforations C, be-guided to,

or inclined to, open the envelope by tearing|-

across the line of the perforations, and that,
Laving done so, the thread in the fold of the
_ edgeawill beencountered, when, hy continuing
- to pull upon the said thread, the edge « will be

cut by the thread its entire length, and, the cn-

velope thus opened. Thecornerof the envelope
formed by the perforations, and which will be
severed from the rest of the envelope, as de-
scribed, will remain between the fingers of
the person opening the envelope, and thus

-8erve as a convenient piece to grasp during

the operation of cutting through the edge «,
while at the same time the postage-stamp,
through which, or under which, the perfora-
tions C pass, will be entirely destroyed and
canceled by the operation of opening the en-
velope, '

We are aware that a thread has been here-
tofore inclosed in the fold of oue of the flaps
of an envelope, for the purpose of furnishing
a wmeans for the slitting open-of the edge of
the envelope. We do not intend to claim this
device, but desire to limit our claim hereun-
der to the specific invention herein shown and
described, which consists in a thread inelosed
in the fold of one of thé flaps of an envelope,
together with a series or line of perforations
extending from an adjacent edge to the edge
in the fold of which the said thread is in-
closed, whereby the envelope may be opened
by tearing off the corner along the line of the
perforations, until the thread in the fold is
reached, and then cutting or slitting the fold
by the thread, as- described; and whereby,
when the thread is placed in the right-hand’
edge of the envelope and the line of perfora-
tions across the upper right-hand corner, the
postage-stamp placed in the usual position
will be destroyed and canceled by the de-
séribed opening of the envelope.

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Pateunt, is—

Aun envelope having the thread B inclosed
in the fold of one of. the flaps, together with
the line or series of perforations C, extending
from an adjacent edge to the edge in the fold-
of which the said thread ig inclosed, arranged

. to operate substantially as described, and for

the purpose specified.
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