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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANKLIN E. SAWYER,
of Hyde Park, in the county of Lamoille and
State of Vermont, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Invalid-Bedsteads, of
which the following is a specification :

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a vertical longitndinal section of my
improved invalid’s bedstead; Fig. 2, an end
view of the same with head-section raised into
inclined position; and Fig.3 a top view of
sectional mattress, to be used with bed.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spounding parts.

The object of my invention is to furnish,
for invalids, hospitals, and other purposes, an
improved bedstead, that may be easily and
conveniently adjusted by the occupant or at-
tendant to any position, to be used as a com-
mon bed, or as a sofa or settee, or at any
inclination, allowing also the ready moving
from one room to the other, the use of the
same as of privy, and the storing away of
soiled clothes.

The invention will first be fully destribed in
connection with the drawing,and then pointed
‘out in the claim.

The adjustable sections are provided with
folding legs and hinged adjustable braces for
being supported at any inclination.

In the drawing, A represents the middle
section of my improved invalid’s bedstead,
and B and C the head and foot sections of
~ the same, which are hinged to the middle
section. The entire bedstead rests upon eight,
legs, a, provided with casters, to be readily
moved from place to place, the middle section
being provided with four, and each of the end
sections with two, legs. The legs of the end
sections are preferably made to fold laterally
to the under side of the same, being rigidly
secured in vertical folded positions by swing-
ing and clamped lateral braces b, as shown
in Figs. 1 and 2. The head aud foot boards
B’ and O’ are secured, in detachable manuer,
tothehead and footsections, to bereadily taken
oft or replaced, as required by the dilferent
uses of the bed., The head or foot section, or
both, may be readily raised or lowered, either
by the occupant, when the same has the use of
hisarms, or by hisnurseorattendant, by a cord-

and-pulley connection, d, with the ceiling or
other fixed point of support, the cords being
applied to hooks or staples of the end sec-
tions and passed through a spreading cross-
bar, d’, as shown in Fig. 2, The end boards
and legs may remain in position or be de-
tached and folded, as desired, according to
the inclination given to the sections. The
head-section may be raised up into a vertical
position, and the foot-section lowered, so as
to obtain thereby a sofa or settee, as indi-
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 1, and allow
thereby the convenient moving of the entire
bed on the casters of the middle section from
one room to another, the narrow lateral space
occupied by the bed admitting the passage
through the door-frame. The head-section B
is also provided with a hinged and adjustable
extension brace-frame, E, that serves to sup-
port the section in inelined position, the cord-
and - pulley arrangement being merely used
for the purpose of adjustment.

The brace-frame E is retained in folded po-
sition at the under side of the head-section,
when the bed is to be used in horizontal posi-
tion as a common bLed. The middle section
A is made with a stationary box, or with one or
more laterally-sliding drawers, A/, that may be
pulled out at either side, the box being closed
by hinged doors. The drawer A’ serves as
storage for the urinal, soiled clothes, and
other articles, admitting, in connection with
a sectional mattress, D, of my improved con-
struction, an instance of which is indicated
in Fig. 3, and by the use of a flanged funnel-
shaped sleeve, D?, the convenient use of the
middle section as a privy, and the removal
of the urinal or other article placed in the box
with great facility and without the least in-
convenience to the invalid.

A removable section, DY, closes the required
opening in mattress and box, in perfectly air-
tight wanner, giving no annoyance to the pa-
tient, and admitting the use of the privy in
any position, according as the bedstead has
been adjusted in horizontal, inclined, or ver-
tical manner.

The bédstead may be made of any material,
size, and finish, and forms, when the point ot
suspension is.also employed for arranging a
scereen or mosquito-net, a superior bed for sick
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aud healthy persons; also, when the head-
section is raised, it forms a good erib for chil-
dren, and occupies less space.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

The hinged end sections, having folding
legs, with sliding and pivoted lateral braces

that secure legs in vertical or folded position,
substantially as set forth.

FRANKLIN ESCULAPIUS SAWYER.

Witnesses:
W, H. H. KENFIELD,
S. D. HosMER.




