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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosEPH H. TRAVIS, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and unseful
Tmprovements in Folding Chairs, of which
the following is a bpeclﬁ(:d;tlon

This improvement in folding chairs consists,
in substance, of the combination, with a leg-
stand adapted to fold and unfold, of a seat

carrying frame, which is separate a.nd distinet
from the leg-stand, and is adapted of itself to
fold and untold aud isapplied to,and arranged
upon, the leg- st’md so as to fold and unfold
in unison thuewwh, and, when both are un-
folded or opened, be, as a Whole, to all intents
and purposes, an ordinary chair or stool seat.

In the accompanying plate of drawings, Fig-
ure 1 is a cross. vermca,l section of an opened
folding chair constructed according to this
inveution. Fig. 2 is a similar section with the
chair folded; Tig. 3, a plan view of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4, a horizontal section in line x z, Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 a part cross vertical section, to bhOW
the chqlr with an arm-rest. Fig. 6 repmsents
a modification of my improvement.

In the drawings, A A represent two leg-
frames. These two leg-frames A are connect-
ed together at their upper ends by a hinge, a,
and they are joined and braced by eross-rounds
b, making of them a common leg-stand or sup-
port B, composed, in bllbbtdllc(* of the two
leg- fmmes A, hinged together, as described,
to be opened as in Figs. 1 and 3, and closed
as in Fig. 2; C, the seat-carrying frame. This
seat - camyuo trame C is composed of two
frames, D D, and each frame is counstructed
of sule uprights, joined and braced by cross:
rounds 4, and ‘both frames are connected ab
one end, the lower, when placed in position
between the leg-stand B, by a hinge or hinges,
d*, and at their other cmd upper end by a flex-
ible seat, E, as illustrated in the drawings.
Each frame D of seat- carrying frame C, be-
tween its two ends is pivoted, as ab f, to the
inside of the frames A of leg-stand B, and the
several pivots f of the frames D are a]l in the
same horizontal plane, and at the same dis-
tance from the hinged ends of the frames D.
The chair-seat I limits the extent to which
the chair can be opened.

The seat-carrying frame C, in being opened
and closed, swings upon its hinges d* as a
center, and through its pivoted connections f
it carries with it the leg-stand B, and thus.
opens. and closes its frames A, which swing
on their hinged connection at @ as a center,
and in this combined opening aund closing
movement the several frames acted upon also
swing one upon another at the pivoted con-
nections f f as centers; and thus they adjust
themselves one to another and without strain
as the chair is opened and closed.

F, a back to the chair herein described.
This back is an upward extension of the rear
frame of seat-carrying frame C. A rigid seat
may be substituted for the flexible seat here-
in referred to; but when such substitution is
made, in or der that the chair mnay be folded
and unfolded, the seat must be arranged in

| any of the well-known modes, to be adapted

to the two positions (folded and unfolded) of
the other parts of the chair.

A rigid seat, to operate in conjunction with
the folding and unfolding movements of the
other parts of the chair, may be arranged in
the well-known way shown in Fig. 6, and, in
this Rig. 6, G is the rigid seat. This seat is
llung at its rear edge h to swing on its carry-
ing-frame from a vertical to a horizontal posi-
tion in opening the chair, and vice versa in
closing the chair, and in both of said move-
ments the elongated loops I, which make its
connection at its front edge with the seat-car-
rying frame C, secure its automatic operation
with the rest of the chair.

This arrangement of a rigid seat to move
with the ehair as the chair is folded and un-
folded, as before stated, is well known, and it
is 011ly given as an illustration how a rigid
seat can be used in the present improved told

ing chair, and not with any intention either
of olfummé it as a part of the present unprove-
ments or of limiting the present mventlou in
any way iu regard thereto.

Fig. 6 shows the ordinary and well-known
cross-leg support for chairs, in combination
with a seat-carrying frame, C, and such a cross-
leg support can be “used in liew of the leg-sup-
port B, herein described ; but a leg - support
coustru(,ted as described i 1s preferable.
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Tn Fig. 5, H'is an arm-rest, fixed to the up-
per end of one of the frames'A, and lying over
the upper end of the other frame A, which
make up the leg-stand B. ‘

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a folding chair, the combination of a

folding seat - supporting. frame, composed. of |

two sections hinged together below the point
of support, and a folding leg-frame, the seat-

frame being pivoted to, and supported by, the |,

leg-frame, substantially as described.

2. In a folding chair, the combination of the
leg-frame B; composed of strips of timber piv-
oted midway between their ends, and connect-
ed by snitable rounds with the seat-support-
ing frame C, constructed of the timbers D,
hinged at their lower ends, and provided at

“their upper ends with' a-flexible or adjustable

seat, substantially as described.

J. H. TRAVIS.
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