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To all whom it may colicern :

Be it known that I, GARDNER A. BLODGET,
of Elmira, in the county of Chemung and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Tmprovement in the Manufacture of Pop-Corn

Balls; and I do hereby declare the following to-

-be afull and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the adcompanying draw-
ing, forming part of this specification, in which
the figure is a vertical longitudinal section of

the press for sizing and shaping the balls, one’

of the latter being shown therein. .

My invention is an improvement in the art
of manufacturing pop-corn balls; and consists
in the process of their manufacture with a
press of peculiar form, as I will now proceed
to describe. : :

The pop-corn is first formed into a ball by
hand,in the usual manner, and is then dropped
into the concave recess formed in the lower
press-block A. The upper press-block B is
also formed with a concave recess, which is
next fitted upon the ball, and the two blocks
pressed together by hand, compacting and
shaping the balls to the size and form of the
press. The sphere formed by the united con-
cavities of the press-blocks is not perfectly
round, but is largest in diameter at the faces
of the blocks, for the purpose of facilitating
the removal of the pressed corn balls. The up-
per press-block is made a little longer than the
lower one, to form projecting ends, which are
grasped by the fingers of both hands in press-
ing this bloek down upon the corn ball. The
pressing should be done quickly, aud when
completed the blocks are separated and the
ball removed.

By this method of making pop-corn balls
they ean be formed of uniform size, according
to the size of the press employed, and differ-
eunt presses may be used, so as to produce as-
sorted sizes.

As pop-corn balls are put up at the factory
and sold fo the retail trade in barrels, it be-
comes of much importance to know the con-
tents of a barrel without the labor and time
required fo count the balls, as at present prac-
ticed. By my invention, the number of balls
contained 'in one barrel having been deter-
mined, all the other barrels for that sized balls
will contain a like amount. Thus the retail
dealer, in purchasing a barrel, can with cer-
tainty calculate his profits.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

The improved process of manufacturing pop-
corn balis, consisting of the following steps:
first, forming the corn into balls or bunches
by hand; secondly, placing the balls thus
formed into the concave recess of the lower
press - block; thirdly, fitting the concave re-
cess of the upper press-block down upon the
projecting part of the ball in the lower block;
fourthly, pressing the two blocks together to
shape, compaect, and size the ball; and,lastly,
removing the ball from the press-blocks, as
herein set forth and shown.
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