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To-all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RoBERT FoRD, of Man-
teno, in the county of Shelby and State of
Towa, have invented a new and valuable Im-
provement in Fences; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the construction and operation
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, makiug a part of this speci-
fication, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon.

TFigure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a plan view of my fence-barb, and Fig, 2
is a perspective view of my fence-band with
barbs attached. :

This invention hasrelation to improvements
in barbs for iron fences; aund it- consists in
combining, with a strap-iron longitudinal rail,
a barb having a slot adapted to receive the
said rail, whereby a barb is produced which:
is incapable of rotation, as will be hereinafter
more fally explained.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A desig-
nates a strap-iron rail, which is designed to
be arranged at a suitable distance apart from
other similar rails, and to be secured to suita-
ble pickets in any appropriate manner. These
rails are, preferably, designed to be fixed to
the posts or pickets with their edges in their
vertical plane, so that they present their flat
surfaces to the interior of the inclosure; and
the barbs, which I designate by the letter B,
are of the following construction: They are
stricken out of sheet metal by a single stroke
of a die, and are in the shape of a four-pointed
star; .they are also provided at the same time
with a slot, s, of the same length as the width
of the rails A, so that they may be passed
over the latter and be held against rotation
thereon, because of the fact that the length
and width of the slot materially differ, the
former being equal to the breadth of the rail
and the latter to its thickness.

In practice barb B will be four-pointed, this
number being deemed sufficient, and the points
a, which are in the continuation of the length’
of the slot s, being somewhat longer than the
barbs ', which are at right angles to the said
slot, this difference being required by the shape
of the flat rail. Barbs B will be arranged at
intervals between the posts on rails A, and the
shorter. points will extend outward and in-
ward, while the longer points will be in the
vertical plane of the fence. It will be evident
that the peculiar shape of the slot in the barb
and of the rail will prevent the former from
any casnal displacement whatsoever other
than in the length of the fence ; and this may
be obviated by a pin or other similar device.
The flat surfaces of the rail, being faced in
and out, will be seen by cattle both within and
without an inclosure, and they will by this
means be deterred from running against the
same and wounding themselves.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— '

1. In combination with the flat metallie rail
A, arranged with its flat surfaces facing in-
ward and outward, the flat four-pointed metal-
lic barb B, having an oblong rectangular slot,
s, adapted to receive the said rail, substan-
tially as specified. '

2. The four-pointed barb B, having oblong -
slot ‘s, the length between the points of the
barbs in line with the slot being greater than
that at right angles thereto, substantially as
specified.

In testimony that I elaim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. ' o

ROBERT FORD.

Witnesses: :
F. J. MONAUGHTER,
JOHN DAYVIS. '



