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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, PETER BURNS, of Syra-
cuse, in the county of Onondaga and State of
New York, have invented a certain Improve-
ment in Buckles, of which the following is a
specification:

In the most common kind of buckles—those
which lock the strap by a tongue passing ob-
liquely through it—the free end of the tongue
- finds support upon the end or loop bar of the
frame of the buckle, so that the point of the
tougue projects above the frame, or protrudes
from it, and is thus liable to cateh into any-
thing passed over the buckle. This feature

is found to be quite annoying when the buckle-

is used on harness, from the fact that the
horse’s tail will continually catch on the pro-
truding points of the buckle-tongues. My im-
provement is intended to overcome this ob-
Jection ; and to that end consists in shortening
the tongue so that its free end only reaches
to about the inner edge of the end or loop bar
of the frame, and providing the frame with
an extra cross-bar under the tongue, for afford-
ing the necessary support thereto against the
pull of the strap, this extra cross-bar being so
arranged that the point of the tongue will be
flush with, or slightly below, the outer surface
of the loop-bar, when the tongue rests on such
extra cross-bar.,

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective of my improved buckle. Fig.2is a
longitudinal section, showing a strap locked
in the buckle.

The same letters of reference are used in
both figures in the designation of identical
parts. .

The buckle shown is of the simplest form,
consisting of a rectangular frame, to the end
bar A of which the tongue O is pivoted. The
tongue, when turned toward the other end
bar or loop-bar B, reaches close to the inner
edge of such loop-bar, but does not come in
contact therewith. On the contrary; instead
of finding support on such loop-bar with its
point, it swings free of it, and is stopped only
by a cross-bar, D, formed on the frame, below
it, and as near to the loop-bar and the point
of the tongue as practicable, due consideration
being given in the locating of the cross-bar D
to the size of the strap, so that said cross-bar
may not interfere with the convenient inser-
tion of such strap.

My invention may be adapted to all buckles
of the kind alluded to, whether of the simple
form shown or of a more complex design.

I do notclaim, broadly, a cross-bar arranged
so as to give support to the tongue against
the pull of the strap; but ' .

What T do claim, and desire to secure by~
Letters Patent, is—

A buckle, substantially such as described, in
which the tongue swings free of the bar B, and
the framne has a depressed cross-bar under the
tongue.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to the foregoing specification in the
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

PETER BURNS.,
Witnesses: V

W. S, HUNTINGTON,
W. B. BUrns.



