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To all whom it may concern : :

Be it known that I, GEORGEF. J. COLBURN,
of the city of Washington, District of Colum-
bia, have invented a new Improvement in the
Manufacture of Bird-Cages; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification. . )

The nature of my invention consists in keep-
ing the wires of a bird-cage body in proper
position, by means of a perforated metal strip,

when combined with a metallic clamp, having -

O1e Or mMOore Prongs. ;

The usual manner of fastening the wires to
stays, has been to perforate the stay and pass
the wires through the perforations, keeping
them in place by soldéring, riveting, &e.

My improved manner of effecting this ob--

Ject is clearly shown in the accompanying
drawings, making part of this specification.
TFigure 1shows the stay a with perforations
b. Tig.2showsclamp ¢ with head d, prongse.
Fig. 3 shows the stay @ and clamp ¢, in com-
bination with wires f. Fig. 4 is a sectional
view. Figs. 5 and 6 show modified forms of
stay and head of clamp. h
I make the stay a of a diameter to suit the
size of cage desired, and of such thickness,
_breadth, and configuration best adapted for
strength and utility. At suitable distances
through the center, I make openings b for the
. insertion of a metallic clamp, ¢, having one or
more prongs, ¢, of sufficient length to pass
throngh the opening ‘b, and allow of being

bent upon the inner surface of the stay a, so
that when the wires are in position, and the
clamp inserted and properly secured, the com-
bination of the two will serve to hold the wires
firmly in their place. The manner of apply-
ing this stay is to have the vertical wires
placed on the outside directly over the center
of the openings b. The clamp ¢ is then in-
serted by opening the prongs e, so that they
will, in entering, straddle the wire.
jecting end of the prong is then bent firmly
upon the inner surfaceof the stay, thus caus-
ing the head portion of the clamp to bind
firmly upou the ‘wire, which, with thelateral
pressure of the prongs fastens the wire se-
curely in the position desired. -~

The head of thisclamp may be of any shape
or form. A simple and effective stay for bird-
cages is thus produced, that may be made
quite ornamental, and of value to those man-
ufacturing bird-cages. v

This invention can be applied to different
portions of a cage, and is equally applicable
to all wire-work, where such construction and
combination are needed. Therefore I would
not limit myself to bird-cages only ; but

T claim—

The stay for bird-cages, and other wire-
work composed of & band, a, of any desired
configuration, provided with holes b, clamp ¢,
in combination with the wires 7, substantially
as and for the purpose specified. ‘

GEORGE F. J. COLBURN,
‘Witnesses:
Lovurs BAGGER,
‘Wit. BAGGER.

The pro-. -



