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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE FLETCHER,
of Hume, county of Allegany, and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in-Post-Hole Augers, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description, reference being made to the ac-
companying drawing, forming a part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view; Fig. 2, a
cross-section through the line # & of Fig. 1,
‘looking toward the handle. ' .

The object of my invention is the construe-
tion of an instrument for boring post- holes
into the ground for the purpose of setting
fence-posts in the construction of fences, or
for setting telegraph - poles, or for any other
purpose where a round hole is required to be
dug into the ground; and the invention con-
sists in the general construction and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter tully de-
seribed.

@ a' in the drawing represent two blades of
an equal size, each blade being coneave on
one side and convex on the other, and formed
from a thin plate of iron, steel, brass, or other
snitable ‘material, having a triangular form,
the equal sides being ares of circles having
equal radii. These plates are curved, as
shown in the drawing, forming at the upper
‘end nearly a qnarter circle. The arm b is im-
movable, and is of an oval form, and con-
structed of any suitable material, the ends of

which are flattened or swaged, and bent so as |

to give the required pitch to the blades. The
_shaft ¢ is affixed to the middle of the bar b,
and to the upper end of said shaft is secured
the handle d, as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of
the drawing.

After having reduced the blades to.the
above-described form,and sharpened theequal

edges of the sdme, one of the blades is then
secured to one end of the arm b, and the other
blade to the other end of said arm, so that
the concave sides of the blades are nearly
facing, and approaching each other at their
points. These blades are so secured to the
arm b thiat the ends of the arms nearly bisect
the upper ends of the blades at right angles.
The two equal edges of each blade project
slightly to the right or lett, as may be desired,
of the two equal edges of the opposite blade,
as shown in Fig. 2. This is accomplished by
securing one end of the arm b to or on the
right, and the other end of said arm to or on
the left. The same result will be attained by
riveting one of the. blades to one end of the
arm at the right of the center of the upper
end of the blade, and the other blade to the
other end of the arm at the left of the center
of the upper end of the blade. Now, it is evi-
dent that by holding the auger in a vertical
position, with the point of the blades resting
on the ground, and turning the same to the
right or left, according to the position of the
blades, the auger will penetrate the ground,
and the edges of the blades that project ont
the farthest will cut the earth, which will.pass
to the inside of the blades, thereby making a
round hole. '

I claim as my invention—

The shaft ¢, cross-arim b, and handle d, con-
structed as described, in combination with
the blades & «/, secured, respectively, to the
ends of the arms b at the right and left of
their centers, in the manner substantially as
and for the purpose specified.
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