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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 182,047, dated September 12, 1876 ; application filed
. February 29, 1876. :

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, CORNELIUS PETER
WYCKOFF, of Mobile, county of Mobile, Al-
abama, and JOEN RICHARD FRETWELL, of the
eity of Galveston, and State of Texas, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Hooks; and we do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon, which form a partof this speci-.

fication.

The nature of our invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of an automat-
ic hook, adapted for lowering boats or other
things, under any circumstances, with dis-
pateh, as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth. :

In the annexed drawing, the figureis a side
elevation, partly in section.

A represents a link, open at one eund, and
provided with an eye, B, at the other end. C
O represent two hooks, made in about semi-
circular form, and pivoted together at a, side

. by side, the hooks pointing in opposite diree-
tions, and, when closed, the ends of the hooks
overlap each other, as shown.

. Above the point a the hooks are extended
as shanks D D, of substantially the form
shown in the drawing, and in each shank D
is a curved slot, d, said slots, like the hooks,
running in opposite directions.

Thehooks, thus constructed, are placed with-
in the upper end of the link A, and fastened
therein by a pin or bolt, b, passing through
the jaws of the link, and through the carved
slots d of the hook-shanks D D.

In lowering, for instance, boats, it will bé
seen that when the boat is suspended on the
hooks the pivot-point a is below the end of
the link, and the hooks hang upon the bolt
b at the upper ends of the slots d d. Hence,
it is impossible for the hooks to open ; but, as
soon as the boat gets into the water, and the
strain on the hooks is relieved, the link falls
down, and the bolt b, descending through the
curved slots d, throws the hooks open.

Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— .

The hooks C O, pivoted together at a, and
formed with elongated shanks D D, having
curved slots d d,in combination with the open
link A and pin or bolt b, substantially as and
for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we affix our signatures in presence of
two witnesses. :

CORNELIUS PETER WYCKOFEF.
~JOHN RICHARD FRETWELL.

- Witnesses :
GEORGE DOHERTY,
JOHN DUFFY.




