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. To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, BLiSHA A. MARK-
HAM and JAMES M. ROE, both of Ayer, in
the county of Middlesex and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain Improvements
in Devices for Securing Straps to Horse-
Blankets, of which the following is a -full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, making
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan representing the outer
portion of our improved device for securing a
strap to a horse - blanket. Fig. 2 is a plan
representing the inner portion of our device
applied to the under side of the blanket.
Fig. 3 is a central section on the line z z of
Fig. 1.

Our invention relates to that class of fast-

- enings where the end of the strap is clamped
to the bLlanket, &c., between two plates or
disks, one against the strap and the other
against the opposite side of the blanket, and
fastened with a screw. It consistsin making
the serew in one piece with the outside plate,
so that it will not loosen, fall out, is easy to
turn, and requires no serew-driver. It fur-
ther consists in certain main details, herein-
after more specifically described and claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to un-

derstand and use our invention, we will pro--

ceed to describe the manner in which we have
carried it out. '

In the said drawings, A represents a por-
tion of a horse-blanket, to which a strap, B,
is secured at any desired point, by means of
two circular plates, ¢ b. The outer plate  is
provided at its center with a serew-pin, ¢, and
a short stud, d, both projecting from its inner
side, and the upper end of the strap being
caught over the screw' and stud and laying
flush within a depression or recess; ¢, formed
in the inner side of the said outer plate. The
inner plate b is provided with a female screw,
I, at its center, and is turned over the screw
¢ projecting from the inside of the outer plate,
and is provided at its periphery with a flange
or raised edge, ¢, the interior of the plate b
being cut away, as seen in Fig. 2, and serving
as a nub for clamping the strap to the blanket

at any desired point, the blanket being first
pierced for the entrance of the serew ¢, and
the nut or inner plate b being turned by the
application of the fingers thereto, so as to com:
press the blanket between its raised edge ¢
and the inner concave surface of the outer
plate, thus rigidly connecting the strap with
the blanket, as desired. The end of a strap to
which a buckle is attached may in a similar
manner be secured to the blanket at a poing
opposite to that where the strap B (to fit into
the buckle) is secured.

The greater portion of the outer plate
within its edge is cut away for a double pur-
pose, viz,, for lightness, and for exhibiting
through its openings a material having a color
incontrast with that of the plate—for instance,
a piece of red morocco, for ornamental pur-
poses ; but the entire surface of this plate may
be closed, if desired. If desired,thescrew may
project out from the inner surface of the inner
plate b, and turn into a female screw formed
in the center of the outer plate.

1t is evident that a number of modifications
in the construction of our improved device
may be made. TFor instance, the plates may
be of hexagonal or other form than circular, -
if desired, without departing from the spirit
of our invention. -

Ouar device is unique and durable, and may
be readily adjusted into any position desired,
80 as to adapt a blanket, &e., to fit any horse,
and the said device may be removed from one
blanket when worn out, and applied to a new
one.

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A clasp for blanket-straps, consisting of the
plate a and. screw ¢, made in one piece, and
provided with a recess for the strap, in com-
bination with the plate b, substantially as de-
scribed.

‘Witness our hands this 17th day of Febru-
ary, A. D, 1876.

ELISHA A. MARKHAM.
JAMES M. ROE,
In presence of— :
Gro. E. UNDERWOOD,
GEo. H. GREENWOOD.



